
 
A Guide to Learning the Times Tables 

 
 

 

We use our times tables regularly in our everyday life and it makes things 

much simpler and less stressful when you can quickly recall facts rather than 

having to mentally try and work them out. It is hugely important to learn and 

memorise times tables from one to ten as they are the building blocks for 

more complicated maths taught in school such as division, long multiplication, 

fractions and algebra. If a child can automatically know the answer to a times 

table question then more difficult maths will be less challenging. It is for this 

reason that it is advisable that times tables are taught to all children from an 

early age. 

 

 

 

 

 

As a general rule the following programme of learning tables should apply to most children: 

 

FS/Y1  Children practise counting in steps of 1, 2, 5 and 10. 

 

Year 2 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables 

 

Year 3  3, 4 and 8 times tables 

 

 Year 4  6, 7, 11 and 12 times tables 

 

Children are aiming to be able to eventually know all tables in order and are working towards 

rapid instant recall of all tables. 

 

 
 

5 Steps to Learning your Times Tables at any Age 
 

 Count forwards and backwards in 2s, 3s, 4s etc 

 Put one more finger up every time you move onto the next number in the sequence, if 

this will help the child to remember which number they are up to. 

 Chant the tables in the old fashioned way. 

 Working on only one table at a time, try saying them out of order, like: 3 x 5 = ? could 

be followed by 3 x 7 = ? 

 Give them the answer, for them to work out the question. Like, 35: how many 5s make 

this? 
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Using Fingers to Calculate the Nine Times Tables 

 
1. Lay both hands flat, palms down on the table. 
2. Number fingers from left to right, 1-10. 
3. If you are calculating 3 x 9, wiggle your third finger then curl 

it under. 
4. On the left of this finger there are 2 fingers (2 tens). 
5. On the right of this finger there are 7 fingers (3 units). 
6. 9 x 3 = 27 

 

Top Tips for Helping your Child to Learn their Times Tables 
 

 Learn a little at a time. If you start a new times table, don’t try to master it 

overnight. Start with 1 x 5, 2 x 5 one day, then add more in when they are used 

to the sequence. 

 Try different strategies: all children learn in different 

ways, so what worked for an older sibling may not work for 

another child. 

 Constant revision of all of the tables is important, as they 

are easy to forget when you move on to a new set. 

 Demonstrate using concrete apparatus so that children can 

see, for example, 3 lots of 4 as rows of 4 buttons. 

 Sweets are very good for demonstrations, as the anticipation of getting a 

reward can make the lesson much more memorable. As any parent knows, a little 

bribery goes a long way!  

 Use real-life situations to develop understanding of times tables, for example: 

“If you save 3p every day, how much do you think that you would have saved in a 

week?” 

  

Remember that MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk) is a great online resource for 

children to practise their times tables through a range of fun and age appropriate 

activities. Children in Years 2 to 4 have their personal logins but the general school 

login is: oundleps password: square 
 

The following websites also provide some fun games to aid learning. 

 
http://www.maths-games.org/times-tables-games.html 

 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/timestable/interactive.htm 

 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/multiplication-and-division 
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