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PSA Cake Sale – All 

The PSA are holding a Valentines theme cake 
sale today. Please support us through cake 

donations as well as purchasing!  Cakes should 
be brought to the hall. 

 
PSA -Thank you 

A big thank you to the PSA for all the items that you have 
purchased for the school. Please look out for these items 
that will be arriving in school over the next few weeks. 
The PSA work throughout the year, raising funds and 
supporting the school community. Thank you from the 
Staff and Governors. 

 
Dedication of our Building 

Tree planting and tour of school by Bishop Donald was a 
lovely way for us to dedicate our new Cotterstock Road 
building as a Church of England School. A lovely afternoon 
was enjoyed by all who attended. As always, our children 
behaved brilliantly. 

 

Candlemas – Y4 

On Wednesday 1st February the Year 4 children enjoyed a 
magical Candlemas service held at St Peter’s Church for 
the local primary schools. Sophie Fowler, Jeannie-lee 
Clark and James Perry read with great confidence and 
they told the congregation that the 
children from the local schools had been 
learning about lightness and darkness.  The 
next group of children to read were 
Matthew Whitmore, Faith Austin-Leicester and Joseph 
Cookson who spoke their lines perfectly.  Our school 
band, Jakob Bonnett and Daniel Hood accompanied Mrs 
Webster who played the piano for our worship songs 
while Mr Eddy played the keyboard.  Thank you to them 
for joining us and to Mrs Webster who kindly organised all 
the music. A local Bishop addressed the children and 
presented each school with a candle which will be used in 
the hall. 
 

Chinese New Year - FS 

Children in Foundation Stage have been celebrating the 
Chinese New Year over the past two weeks and have 
joined in with a range of activities including re-enacting 
the story of the 'Great Race', role-playing in their own 
Chinese restaurant and making Chinese lanterns. Earlier 
this week Mrs Frampton taught the children how to make 
their own spring rolls, which they later got to eat as part 
of their Chinese 'picnic'. They used the cookery area to 
prepare, cook and eat a tasty stiry fry, seaweed, 

crystallised watermelon, salted plum and everybody's 
favourite- prawn crackers! 
 

 'Kings and Queens' Day – Y2 

Children in Y2 this week dressed up as 
Kings and Queens. This was to celebrate 
their Spring 1 topic. The children looked 
superb in their costumes! In the 
morning children made cucumber 
sandwiches, ginger bread biscuits and 

jelly. They also wrote menus and made a placemat. In the 
afternoon the children designed crowns and enjoyed a 
banquet where they ate the food they made earlier. It 
was an enjoyable day and a fine way to end their topic 
 

Year 4/5 Take 6 Basketball 

On Thursday 2nd February OPS had 2 teams 
compete in the cluster Take 6 basketball 
Festival. The 2 teams were brilliant and 
played in the spirit of the game. The 

children had fun and enjoyed the element of competition. 
One of our teams came 3rd, while the other won and will 
now progress to finals night which will be held at Prince 
William School. Thank you to those parents who were 
able to support the children. 

 
World Thinking Day 

On 22nd February it is World Thinking Day for all of the 
Girlguiding / Brownie / Rainbow community.  We are 
giving them permission to wear there Guiding / Brownie / 
Rainbow uniform to school on that day it will be lovely to 
celebrate with them.   
 

Enrichment Activities - All 

There are still a number of parents who elected to pay 
termly or monthly for activities but who have not yet sent 
their payments in.  We have lots of events booked and 
paid for so it would be much appreciated if you could 
bring your accounts up to date, please.   
 

Residential trip – Y3 - 6 

A gentle reminder that if you haven’t already paid the 
second instalment for your child’s residential, payment is 
now overdue. If you are unsure how much you need to 
pay, please log onto your Parentmail account. 
 
Final instalments dates are: 
Y3 £26 due on28th February 
Y4 £70 due on 28th February 
Y5 £50 due on 28th February 
Y6 £60 due on 21st April 



Cars on site – All 

In our last newsletter we asked that parents 
DO NOT drive onto site to drop their children 
off. It is very important therefore that NO 
PARENTS come on to site by car.  Please 
respect this important Health and Safety 
request. 

 

Tree Surgeon / Carpenter needed 

Are you a tree surgeon or carpenter? Mr Sutterby is 
requiring some help and expertise to create a natural, full-
size 'drum kit' from tree trunks and branches to be used 
in a new enrichment area in school.  If you are able to 
offer support, or know of someone who can, please 
contact Mr Sutterby via the school office. 
 

Mid Year Reports Y1 - 6 
In preparation for our Learning Conversations scheduled 
for the week beginning 6th March, please look out for 
your child's mid - year 'Pupil on a Page Report'. You can 
expect to receive it via your child's book bag on Friday 3rd 
March. 
 

Learning Conversations - All 

A reminder that Learning Conversations for all year 
groups will take place on Tuesday 7th March, 4 – 7pm and 
Wednesday 8th March, 5 – 8pm.  We will again be using an 
online appointment booking system (details to follow) so 
please ensure the mobile and email contacts we hold for 
you in school are up to date. 
Teacher run clubs will NOT be taking place during this 
week but clubs run by outside agencies – Art, Zumba, 
Chinese, Fencing and Tennis - will still take place. 
 

Parents' E-safety Meeting thank you  

I attended the internet awareness evening run by Mr 
McKenzie who did a great job at sharing his knowledge 
and experience.  As a parent, I gained a much greater 
appreciation for the risks associated with technology and 
internet use.  However, I left the meeting feeling more 
positive about the way we can support and educate our 
children about those risks, as we would do in any other 
part of their lives.    
The key points I took from the meeting were to keep an 
active interest in the quality of the screen time, focus on 
having an open dialogue about the types of sites and 
games they are using and embrace the fact that things are 
always changing. 
Thank you to all the staff involved for organising this very 
important meeting; it was much appreciated. Mr Butler. 
 

MATHS-WHIZZ Update 
Thank you for the many comments received around this 
new style homework. The children are certainly enthused 
around school and are loving the sense of competition. 
Your feedback has been welcomed and we have made 
adaptations around time expectations per year group in 

line with their age and attention span as follows: 

 Children in the yellow zone (year 1 with the 
exception of Foundation Stage for now) - should 
complete 30 minutes on Maths-Whizz a week, 15 
of those minutes will be in school time. 

 Children in the red zone (years 2 & 3) - should 
complete 45 minutes on Maths-Whizz a week, 25 
of those minutes will be in school time. 

 Children in the green and blue zones (years 4, 5 
& 6) - should complete 60 minutes on Maths-
Whizz a week, 30 of those minutes will be in 
school time. 

Of course if your child wishes to spend more time using 
the program they may, but we would advise that they 
don't over do it and become bored. If your child meets 
the required usage as stated above by each Friday, they 
will receive 1 merit for doing so. Thank you for your 
patience with this, we hope you are enjoying seeing your 
child's progress and discussing Maths. 

 
Spelling homework 

Just to clarify; the number of spellings given to children is 
differentiated depending on their age. The children are 
encouraged to revisit their spellings a number of times 
during the course of the week and practise them using 
the 'Look, say, cover, write, check' approach. They are 
then asked to write a few sentences, each one to include 
one of the spellings that they find trickier to remember or 
more interesting to write about. 

 Children in Years 1 and 2 - should receive 
between 3 and 5 spellings and complete 1 or 2 
sentences. 

 Children in Years 3, 4 and 5- should receive up to 
10 spellings and no more than 3 sentences. 

This homework is sent home on a Friday and is expected 
in the following Thursday, thus allowing you the weekend 
to tackle it. 1 merit will be awarded for completed 
homework. This can only serve to benefit your child by 
supporting them to learn new words and reinforce key 
vocabulary. Why not try having a 'word of the day/week' 
and try and incorporate the word into as many 
conversations as possible! Practise spelling the words out 
loud in the car or as you walk to school and find fun ways 
of remembering tricky words. 
 
It has always been our policy that there will be no 
Learning Log or spelling homework set during the school 
holidays. If children wish to read or login to Maths Whizz 
then of course there is nothing to stop them! 
 
After half term, please look out for clearer advice about 
all homework in your child's Learning Log including time 
frames, merits awarded and general expectations.  
 

World Book Day - All 

Did you know it’s the 20th year of World Book Day? On 
Thursday 2nd March 2017 children of all ages will come 
together to appreciate reading. This year we will be 
celebrating ‘Our Favourite Books’ and would like to invite 
all of the children (and staff!) to dress up as a character 



from their favourite book. This lends itself well to whole 
range of characters and costumes. If all else fails, dig out 
your favourite dressing up outfit/hat/mask and we are 
sure that someone, somewhere will have written a book 
about it!  

Plimsolls   

All pupils are required to have appropriate footwear for 
PE and games.  Therefore proper training footwear, which 
provides adequate support to the arch and ankle, is 
required. Recent research has identified the wearing of 
plimsolls in PE and games lessons as a cause of injury to 

the foot, ankle and knee, as well as being a 
slip hazard on hard surfaces.  In addition to 
this, the greater level of support offered 
by sports trainers enhances the 
development of movement skills, such as 

agility, in children of all ages.    
As from September it will be school policy that plimsolls 
are not to be worn for PE, games or sports clubs but from 
now on please don't purchase any more plimsolls,  If they 
need replacing please replace with sports trainers.  
 

Head Lice 
In response to recent 'outbreaks' of head lice, there have 

been requests for advice on how to treat them. 
We would advise parents to seek advice and 
recommendations on how to treat head lice 
from their local chemist. Different products are 
available to aid prevention and again to treat 

head lice at different stages of their development. As we 
understand it, if everyone uses the same product or 
method then the lice can become immune to it. So, 
unfortunately no single course of action can be 
recommended. 
 

Contacting the School  

Contact us….. admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk  

01832 272392  

 

Diary Dates - All 

A list of diary dates for this term is attached for your 

information.  Further details of events will follow shortly.   
    
Diary Dates    

Date  Year 
Group  

Event  

Friday 10th February  
PM 

All  School closes for half 
term break   

Monday 20th February  All  Children return to school  

Thursday 2nd March  All  Enrichment Day / World 
Book Day  

Friday 3rd March 
(Change of date) 

Y1 - 6 Mid-Year Reports due 
out  

Tuesday 7th March  
5.00 – 8.00pm  

All  Learning Conversations  

Wednesday 8th  
March 4.00 – 7.00pm 

All  Learning Conversations  

Monday 6th March 
PM 

Y6 Oundle Festival ‘Kid Lit'  
Author – P Womack 

Tuesday 7Th March 
PM 

Y4 Oundle Festival ‘Kid Lit'  
Author – A.F.Harrold 

Wednesday 8th March 
AM 

Y 2 -3 Oundle Festival ‘Kid Lit'  
Author – S Haddow & S 
Dempsey 

Thursday 9th March 
AM 

Y5 Oundle Festival ‘Kid Lit'  
Author- E Carroll 

Friday 10th March 
AM 

FS – Y1 Oundle Festival ‘Kid Lit'  
Author – T.Knapman 

Monday 27thMarch  
9.15am 

All  End of term theatre 

event - A Twist In 

Time 

Tuesday 28th March All Easter Service at St. 
Peter’s Church 

Wednesday 29th  
March – Saturday 1st  
April  

Y3 - 6  Oundle Festival of Music 
and Drama  

Wednesday 29th  
March 

Y2 Peterborough Football 
Ground 

Friday 31st March   All   School closes for Easter 
break   

Tuesday 18th April   All  Inset Day  

Wednesday 19th April  All  Children return to school  

Monday 24th – 
Wednesday 26th April 

Y5 Residential – West 
Runton 

Wednesday 26th April FS Wansford Nene Valley 
Railway 

Monday 1st May All Bank Holiday  

Wednesday 3rd May – 
Friday 5th May 

Y3 Residential - Hartington 

Monday 8th May –  
Thursday 11th May   

Yr6  SATS for year 6 children  

Wednesday 17th May 
– Friday 19th May 

Y4 Residential - York 

Tuesday 23rd May 
2017 @ 5.15pm – 
7.15pm.    
  

Yr6  PWS – Uniform Evening 
for new students  

Friday 26th May All School closes for half 
term break   

Monday 5th June All Children return to school 

Monday 12th June – 
Thursday 15th June 

Y6 Residential - Bushcraft 

Friday 21st July All School Closes for 
Summer Holidays 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

 

Half Term Holiday Club 

Oundle Primary School will be running a School Holiday 
Club. We will be opening every day during the half term 
holiday, Monday 13th - Friday 17th February, 8.00 - 
6.00pm. Charges will be £4.00 per hour (rounded up to 
the nearest 1/2 hour.) On this occasion please could you 
provide your child with a packed lunch. Snacks/ fruit will 
be provided.  To book your child / children a place please 
contact Mandy Thompson on 01832 272392 or email: 
admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk 
 

 
 
               

Family Service 
Sunday 12th February 2017 

Worship for all God’s Family 
Service begins at 9.45am 

All welcome! 

St. Peter’s Church 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


