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Children in Need Appeal - All 

Our thanks to all the children who dressed 
up on Friday for Pudsey.  A good time was 
had by all and they raised £348.57 for 
Children in Need so well done everybody!  

 

Book Fair 

 Our Book Fair raised £878 in free books for our 
school so “Thank You” to everyone who 
attended and helped to raise this wonderful 
amount.  

 
Bible Presentation 

All children new to OPS in the last year were recently 
presented with their very own bible by Stephen Webster, 
Vicar of St Peter’s Church. These special books are 
treasured by the children and are kept with them in school 
until they leave us.  They can then take them home to 
keep as a lasting memory of their early years at our school.  
 

Extra-Curricular activities - All 

There are still some families who have not yet paid their 
£30 towards the Extra-Curricular activities for this year. 
This contribution is used to fund lots of extra activities 
which we arrange for your children during the course of 
the school year i.e. outings, theatre performances, visitors, 
events etc.  If you have not yet paid, can you please do so 
by next Friday, 2nd December.  If you are unsure as to 
whether or not you have made the payment, please 
contact the office and they will be able to advise you.  
Thank you. 

 
Christianity in Action – Y4 

In RE this term, the children have been learning about 
Christianity in Action.  In class, we have been discussing 
various charities, the work that they do and what we could 
do to support them. The children have chosen to help our 
local food bank in Peterborough and so, we would be very 
grateful if each Year 4 child could bring in at least one item 
from the following list: tinned food (meat, fruit, 
vegetables), boxed cereal, soup, rice, pasta sauce, beans, 
tea, coffee, biscuits.During the days of Advent, we will be 
making a reverse advent calendar where the children will 
place their items in a special hamper which will be 
delivered to the food bank. 
We really appreciate your support with this worthwhile 
cause. 
Thank you from the Year 4 teachers. 
 
 
 

Swimming Classes Y3 & 4 

Next term the children in Y4 will be going 
swimming at the Oundle School pool on 
Mondays, January to March (9.30 - 

11.00am) and Y3 on Tuesdays, April - July 
(9.30 – 11.00am). In order to do this we need 

parental support, both in the changing room and in the 
pool itself.  If you think you can help please return the 
attached form or contact the office so that we can 
organise a timetable.  The more people who volunteer the 
better and we welcome parents of all children in school to 
support us in this activity.  
 

Equipment - All 

It is school policy that we provide pupils with everything 
that is required for lessons.  All pupils are treated equally 
and therefore no personal equipment is to be brought into 
school.  This includes sporting equipment (e.g. hockey 
sticks), stationery (including pencil cases) and electronic 
reading materials (e-readers). 
 

Fairtrade Poster Competition - All 

Last Saturday, the Fairtrade Market had a 
wonderful display of the poster designs that 
the children had made and lots of votes 
were cast for the best design.  The winner 
was Lily Berridge of Banksy Class, and her 
design will be used to advertise the 

Fairtrade market next year. Lily managed to combine the 
elements of Fairtrade with the Fairtrade Mark. Lily will be 
receiving a prize.  Fairtrade send their thanks to all the 
children for their super art work.  

 

Coats - All 

Can we please remind parents, particularly 
those who come to school in cars, that 

children need to bring coats to school.  Unless it is 
heavy rain, children still go out at playtimes and from time 
to time classes go out on walks or excursions, where a coat 
is essential.  Also, they should be clearly named. 
 

Clubs – Y3 - 6 

Because of all the Christmas activities taking place, 
Thursday, 1st December will be the last date for KS2 after 
school clubs. Children in Basketball, Zumba, Fencing, 
Rugby and Tennis Clubs will be notified by their club 
leaders when the last session will be held. 
 

Primary Maths Challenge 
A HUGE well done to all the 28 Year 5 and Year 6 pupils 
that took part in the annual UK Primary Maths Challenge 
last week. It was certainly harder than the practice papers 



we had attempted, but we still achieved five gold winners, 
two silver and two bronze winners.  
The children are still waiting to find out their results and 
we will be sharing this with them and their parents in next 
week's Celebration Assembly, Friday 2nd December.   
 

Boots for Buddies 

We are launching a new initiative called “Boots for 
Buddies”. In 2016, in the UK alone, there are over 70,000 
children in care, a huge number not having the 
opportunity to participate in sport like most of us take for 
granted. With opportunities and funding limited, Boots for 
Buddies is the perfect way to help young people get active. 
Boots for Buddies will collect your old trainers and boots, 
which will then be donated to children in the local area to 
give them an extra Christmas present this year. In 2017 we 
will be setting up community sessions to allow the children 
the chance to be part of a team…Boots for Buddies team. 
A collection box will be positioned in school. We hope to 
collect as many unwanted pairs of trainers and boots to 
children ahead of Christmas. Maybe leave a message with 
your pair of boots to the child that will receive them. It 
could be the best present they receive this Christmas. 
As part of Boots for Buddies, One Touch Football will be 
offering free sessions to the children who receive your 
kind donation. We hope to give these children the chance 
to be part of a team and a belonging to aid their 
development fundamental skills and social development.   
 

Mouthguards – Y5 & 6 

Mouthguards are available to purchase for £1 from the 
school office for years 5 & 6 to use during their hockey and 
rugby lessons. 

 
Thrilling Thursday 

Next week children from Year 1-6 will be enjoying the first 
Enrichment Day of the Year. The day will involve fun 
activities linked to the curriculum. I'm sure the children 
will share with you the exciting things they have done. 
 

Christingle Service - All 

We hope many of you will be able to take 
part in the Christingle Service, to be held on 
Sunday, 27th November in St Peter’s Church 
at 4 o’clock.  Year 4 children will be helping 
to prepare the Christingle packs and 
Christingle candles are available in school for 
children to take home and fill with small coins, ready to 
hand in at the Service.  If your child would like a candle but 
hasn’t collected one yet, there are still some available in 
the foyer in your child’s year area. 
 

Father Christmas’s Reindeer 

Some of Father Christmas's Reindeer will be visiting OPS 
on 13th December! Thank you so much to Keysha Dartnell, 
Ebony and Lillia Rodgers’ mum for donating this wonderful 
prize to the school that they won in a competition. 
 

Come to school in the Dark – Y1 

We are introducing our new topic with a special ‘Come to 
School in the Dark’ experience.  All Year One children are 
invited to come back to school in their pyjamas at 5.00pm 
on Monday 5th December to spend time in their 

classroom and around school in the dark – using torches 
etc to light their way. Weather permitting, we also hope to 
take a short walk.  This special ‘sleepover party’ will end at 
6.30pm in the school hall, where children will have had 
time to watch a DVD and enjoy some hot chocolate with a 
biscuit. 

 
Christmas lunch - All 

A reminder that if you wish your child to have a Christmas 
Lunch on Wednesday, 14th December, you need to place 
an order with Kingswood Catering asap.  If you prefer to 
provide your child with a packed lunch, can we suggest 
that you make it ‘Christmassy’ so he/she can join in the 
festivities.   
 

Christmas Post - All 

It is a tradition at OPS that we raise money 
for charity through our Christmas postal 
service.  The charity will be chosen by our 
School Council.  Christmas cards are 
welcome into school from Thursday, 1st 
December onwards.  To raise the money, stamps will be 
on sale at a cost of 20p per strip of 10 in the Design area 
for Y4-6,the library for Y2 & 3 and outside the yellow area 
for FS & Y1 between 8.45am – 9.00am each morning.   
Post boxes will be sited in the library and in each of the 
year areas.  Any cards put into these boxes must have a 
stamp.  They will then be collected, sorted, franked and 
delivered by our Y6 children each day.  Please ensure that 
the name and address on the envelope gives as much 
detail as possible with the child’s full name and class 
clearly written on the front.  “James in Year 2” is not 
guaranteed to get to the right person I’m afraid! 
Please help us to keep this important tradition going by 
encouraging your child to use the OPS postal service.  I’m 
sure Y6 will want as many cards as possible to sort and 
deliver.  It’s always great fun! 

 

Year 5 Residential Trip 

On Wednesday 30th November at 6.30pm, Year 5 staff 
would like to invite all parents and children to an initial 
residential meeting. This will be to inform you of a brief 
outline of where the trips will be held this year, and the 
educational purpose of these trips.  We look forward to 
seeing many of you there.  
 

Year 6 Residential Trip 

The second payment of £60 is required by Friday 25th 
November.  Please use the ParentMail online banking 
system or alternatively, you can write a cheque to Oundle 
Primary School.  Further payments of £60 are required by 
Friday 3rd February and the final payment by Friday 21st 
April.  If you wish to spread out the payment in a more 
suitable way this would be possible, please speak to the 
office staff. 
 

Christmas Cards - All 

Thank you to all parents who ordered 
Christmas cards.   We hope to get delivery 
soon and cards will be sent home with the 
children.  
 



 

 CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
 
  Sun, 27th Nov Christmas Fayre, 1-3pm  
  Christingle Service, 4pm (St. Peter’s) 
  Thurs, 1st Dec Christmas Post starts 
  Thurs, 8th Dec Nativity Service, 2pm FS – Y3  
  Nativity Service, 7pm FS – Y3 
  Fri, 9th Dec “Robin Hood” -2.00 – 3.15pm 
  Tues, 13th Dec Yr 4, 5 & 6 Readings and Carol 
                                Service, 7pm (St. Peter’s)  
  Wed, 14th Dec     Christmas Lunch    
  Fri, 16th Dec Christmas Jumper Day    
  Mon, 19th Dec Party Day                                                             

     

 

- 

On Friday, 16th December we will be supporting the Save 
the Children Christmas Jumper Day.  However, we would 
like to emphasise that we DO NOT expect anyone to buy 
something special for the occasion.  You can decorate a 
jumper your child already has with a piece of tinsel or 
ribbon, even pictures cut from a magazine… anything to 
make it look festive!   
 

Parent View - All 

We would like to say “Thank You” to those 
parents who have now registered with Parent 
View and have answered the questions about 

our school.  If you have not yet done this, you can still do 
so by visiting http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk  
It is important that we know how you feel about our 
school and this website is one way of doing this.  Please 
remember, however, that if you have any specific concerns 
or just something you want to discuss, please come in and 
see us. 
 

A Few Reminders! - All 

• For health & Safety reasons we do not 

allow dogs on site.  Please bear this in mind when 

dropping off or collecting children.  

• Please can you leave prams/pushchairs 

outside the school building when dropping 

children off.  The exception is if you use the large 

grey doors by the hall – there is space in there to 

park prams before going to classrooms.  

• Please do not allow your children to 

scooter around the playground at the end of the 

day. A number of people are making this 

potentially very dangerous.  We would 

recommend collecting from the bike/scooter 

park after collecting all children.  

 
 

Parking - All 

For health and safety reasons and due to the 
large numbers of staff cars and buses on the 
school grounds in the morning, can we 
kindly request that parents park outside of 

school or in a nearby street and walk their child onto 
school premises and to the playground, if necessary. There 

have been recent concerns for children who are running 
between cars and buses across the car park. The children’s 
safety is paramount.   
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.  
 

Road Safety - All 

Now that the evenings are getting darker and street 
lighting is reduced, can we remind parents that simple 
reflector arm bands are a useful way of making sure your 
children are seen by road users on the way home.   

 
E-Safety Newsletter 

This months edition of the e-safety magazine 'Ditto' is 
available from www.esafety-adviser.com. Some of the 
many articles are about screen time, bullying and 
anonymity, stress and self-harm, as well as many effective 
ways to support your child with their time online. 

 
Twitter - All 

 
SPIKE now has 196 followers on twitter, but he 
still wants more!!  
Check him out on Twitter or via the OPS 
website www.oundleprimary.com 

 
 
 
AND FINALLY ………  
Christmas will arrive at OPS over the weekend.  Please 
take time to enjoy the beautiful displays.  Children and 
staff have been working hard to create their boards – can 
you guess the theme? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/node/3303/
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.esafety-adviser.com/
http://www.oundleprimary.com/


Diary Dates 
Date Year 

Group 
Event 

Sunday 27th 

November   

All  Christmas Fayre 1 – 

3pm  

Sunday 27th 

November  

All  Christingle Service 

@ St Peter’s Church  

4.00pm  

Thursday 1st 

December  

All  End of Teacher lead 

clubs for Autumn 

term  

Monday 5th Dec Y1 Come to school in 

the dark 

Thursday 8th 

December  

FS – 

Y3  

School Nativity – 

2.00pm & 7.00pm @ 

St  

Peter’s Church  

Friday, 9th 

December   

All  Robin Hood 

Pantomime                                           

Tuesday 13th 

December  

Y4, 5 

& Y6  

Carol Concert – 

7.00pm @ St Peter’s 

Church  

Wednesday,14th 

December  

All  Christmas Lunch  

Friday, 16th 

December  

All  Tree event and 

Christmas Jumper 

Day  

Monday, 19th 

December  

All  Party Day – party 

clothes  

Tuesday, 20th 

December  

All  School closes for 

Christmas Break  

Wednesday 4th 

January  

All  Teacher Training 

Day  

Thursday 5th 

January  

All  School re-opens  

Tuesday 31st 

January  

All  Safer Internet Day  

 

Out of School Activities 

 

Christmas Tree Festival 
 

St Mary’s Church, Benefield 
Sunday, 11th December 

10.00am – 5.00pm 
The festival includes hourly entertainment by 
local musicians and performers, a baked goods 
table, children’s crafts and a colouring competition.  The 
festival has grown in scope and size each year and we are 
hoping to make this year the best yet! 
 

Cinderella!  
by Simon Aylin and Telling Tales 

 

at the Stahl Theatre 
19 - 23 December 2016 

1.30pm and 4.00pm daily 
An enchanting story full of music, laughs and 

audience participation.  
This show is strictly for EVERYBODY. 

Tickets available from 
www.tellingtalestheatre.com  

 
 

KIA Holiday Club 

 
We will be running during the 
school holidays. The dates we’re 
planning on opening over the 
Christmas holiday are 21st and 22nd of December and the 
3rd and  4th January. 

To book your child/children in please 
contact 01832 272392 or 
kmaher@oundleceprimary.co.uk 

 

One Touch Football 

We are running festive football and multi sports days in 
Stamford, Grantham, Oundle, Sleaford and Oakham area. 
We welcome children aged 4 to 14 and of all abilities.  The 
days are led by fully qualified staff who are DBS checked as 
well as undergone numerous workshops to ensure the 
best coaching is delivered. 

l  

 

http://www.tellingtalestheatre.com/


 


