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    OPS Church services for Christmas - All 

                      Christmas got off to a wonderful start this 
week as Foundation Stage and Years 1-3 
performed the 'Angry Hotelman' at St. 

Peter's Church. Thank you to all of you who 
were able to share it with us and well done 

to everyone who took part, it was truly magical! 

We would also like to thank you for your very generous 
donations, which raised £289.79 for Wood Green Animal 
Shelter. 
              
 

Christmas Fayre                   

        A big THANK YOU for supporting the 
  Christmas Fair, for your generous 

donations of chocolate and bottles for 
the Tombola, the fantastic Pringle Pots and 

support of the Raffle. These plus the activity ticket sales 
raised a fantastic £2492 for school funds.  It was great to 
see so many of you at the Fayre and we hope the children 
enjoyed using their Admit One tickets.  This system 
helped the stall holders and is something we will use 
again.  Congratulations to all the Raffle prize winners.  We 
hope you have enjoyed or are going to enjoy your prizes.   
We would like to thank everyone for their support with 
special thanks to all those parents and staff who did all 
the preparation in the weeks before, who set up the 
hall, worked on stalls, cleaned and tidied and so much 
more.   Last, but certainly not least, thanks to Santa for 
taking the time to visit us at OPS, as always it was a real 
treat to see you. 
  

Thank you to you all and a Merry Christmas 
from your PSA 

 

 
 

Christingle Service - All 

I’m sure all of you who attended the 
Christingle Service after the Christmas 
Fayre will have enjoyed the experience.  
It’s always a lovely start to the Christmas 
festivities.   
The contents of the collection‘candles’ have so far raised 
£684 with some more still to be counted.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed. 
     

Parents of Warhol Class 

The children in Warhol class have been working extremely 
hard over the Autumn term to learn a new brass 
instrument. They have been practising both in class and at 
home, and would now like to share with you what they 

have learnt. We would be delighted to invite you to a 
brass concert on Thursday 15th December at 2.45pm in 
the school hall. Your attendance would be most welcome 
and appreciated.  

Guitar Concert – KS2 

Music Makers and guitar students will be doing a 
Christmas guitar concert in the assembly on Monday 12th 
December. Please can you remind your child to bring in 
their instrument.  We hope that the children will enjoy 
the festive music. 
      

Christmas lunch - All  

A reminder that most children will be 
having a Christmas Lunch on Wednesday, 14th December.  
If you prefer to provide your child with a packed lunch, 
can we suggest that you make it ‘Christmassy’ so he/she 
can join in the festivities.   
 

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
  Tues, 13th Dec Yr 4, 5 & 6 Readings and Carol 
                                Service, 7pm (St. Peter’s)  
  Wed, 14th Dec     Christmas Lunch    
  Fri, 16th Dec Christmas Jumper Day   
  Mon, 19th Dec Party Day 

   

Christmas Parties - All 

These are taking place on Monday, 19th 
December.   After lunch and there will be a 
special treat from the PSA.  Children can 
come to school in their party clothes on this 
day. 
 

Christmas event – Y4,5 & 6 

Please note that all year 4,5 & 6 pupils are expected to be 
at St. Peter’s Church, Oundle on the evening of Tuesday 
13th December for 6.45pm for a prompt start at 7pm.  All 
the children have been practicing for an evening of 
entertainment which we are sure you will enjoy. Full 
school uniform should be worn. 
 

School Magazine  

Copies of the new edition of the school magazine will be 
on sale after school in the main playground during the last 
week of term, at a cost of £2.50 each. Please support the 
children if you can by buying a copy. This copy is a 
bumper Christmas edition with lots of games, 
puzzles and articles for you to read. It’s full of 
interesting information and all done by the 
children themselves! 
 

  Christmas Post - All 



It is a tradition at OPS that we raise money for charity 
through our Christmas postal service.  The charity will be 
chosen by our School Council.  Christmas cards are 
welcome into school from Thursday, 1st December 
onwards.  To raise the money, stamps will be on sale at a 
cost of 20p per strip of 10 in the Design area for Y4-6,the 
library for Y2 & 3 and outside the yellow area for FS & Y1 
between 8.45am – 9.00am each morning.   
Post boxes will be sited in the library and in each of the 
year areas.  Any cards put into these boxes must have a 
stamp.  They will then be collected, sorted, franked and 
delivered by our Y6 children each day.  Please ensure that 
the name and address on the envelope gives as much 
detail as possible with the child’s full name and class 
clearly written on the front.  “James in Year 2” is not 
guaranteed to get to the right person I’m afraid! 
Please help us to keep this important tradition going by 
encouraging your child to use the OPS postal service.  I’m 
sure Y6 will want as many cards as possible to sort and 
deliver.  It’s always great fun! 

 

 

- 

On Friday, 16th December we will be supporting the Save 
the Children Christmas Jumper Day.  However, we would 
like to emphasise that we DO NOT expect anyone to buy 
something special for the occasion.  You can decorate a 
jumper your child already has with a piece of tinsel or 
ribbon, even pictures cut from a magazine… anything to 
make it look festive!   
 

Y2 End Of Topic 

On Friday 9th December, the fire service will be visiting Y2 
to talk to them about fire safety, give children a Fire of 
London quiz and show them a fire engine. 

On Friday 16th December, Y2 will be re-creating the Great 
Fire of London. Over the last week, children have been 
creating their Tudor houses. These houses will then be 
placed as a street and then set alight to show the children 
how quickly the fire spread. 

Table Top Games - All 

On the last day of term, children can bring in a table-top 
game to play, if they wish. This should be a 
non-electronic game which can be shared with 
others.  
 

UK Primary Maths Challenge –All 

Children and staff at Oundle CE Primary School are 
celebrating after recording a brilliant series of results in a 
national competition to identify the country's top 
mathematicians.  
Twenty-eight pupils from Years 5 and 6 at the school in 
Cotterstock Road took part in the annual UK Primary 
Maths Challenge - achieving five golds, two silvers and 
two bronzes. 

 

Fostering refugee children 
As many of you are aware, earlier this term a very popular 
event was hosted at OPS where folk found out more 
about practical ways to support refugees. We aren’t sure 
how people have progressed their thinking/ actions in 
relation to this. However, if you are still interested please 
find attached a leaflet which gives information about how 
the process has been speeded up. It is lovely to be part of 
a community who are keen to support in such very 
practical ways. 
 

Mathematical Ideas for the Christmas Holidays 

As Christmas approaches and parents minds turn to gifts 
and holiday distractions, why not try some of Santa’s 
favourite mathematical books and apps? 
 
The ‘Murderous Maths’ series by Kjartan Poskitt is a 
fantastic series of books covering many topics in Maths in 
a funny, easy read. Targeted for children aged 8-12, they 
introduce readers to mathematical ideas through 
engaging stories alongside explanations of some key 
mathematical concepts. Fans of ‘Horrible Histories’ will 
note similarities in style, with less gore, and readers can 
choose from titles including ‘Desperate Measures’ (units 
topic), ‘Savage Shapes’ or ‘Are You Feeling Lucky?’ 
(probability) among many others.  
 
For those looking for some fun but educational apps for 
the holidays, why not try one of these: 
 
Kenken (free app) – despite the apparent similarity with 
Sudoku, Kenken brings in much more understanding of 
numbers alongside the strategy element. Starting with 
simple 3x3 puzzles and progressing to some very 
challenging 9x9 puzzles, parents and children can be 
addicted together! Suitable for ages 6+. 
 
Dragon Shapes (free version for level 1) – this app 
develops understanding of how shapes fit together and 
how rotations can help in problem solving. Very hands on 
and suitable for children throughout primary school with 
an authentic Chinese soundtrack to ‘zen’ your Christmas. 
 
Kamisado (cost £2.29) – a strategy game with some 
similarity to chess, but using colours. The colour that you 
land on dictates what colour your opponent must move 
and so you can work your opponent into a corner. 
Suitable for ages 6+. 
 
Enjoy and remember maths is fun! 
Mrs Tracey. 
 

KS1 Sports Hall Athletics 

A big well done to those KS1 children that were selected 
to represent the school in the cluster Sports hall Athletics 
at PWS. The children were fantastic, had a lot of fun and 
were great ambassadors for the school.  

Y5/Y6 Football 

Our Y5/Y6 football team recently qualified and played 
in the cluster playoffs. Over a period of 8 weeks children 
have played in the Oundle, Corby and Thrapston Schools 
football league and managed to finish 2nd. As a result the 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/node/3303/


team qualified for the playoffs and narrowly missed out 
on the semi finals on goal difference. Everybody who 
represented the school over the past term have been a 
credit to the school and have played some fantastic 
football. 

Accelerated Reader – Y4,5 & 6 

Now for some really exciting news… Accelerated Reader is 
back again! The children in Years 4, 5 and 6 have been 
reading books, taking quizzes and getting excited about 
who will be the first to join our ‘Millionaire’s Club’!  There 
are lots of competitions involving the AR programme and 
the children will find out next Friday who has from a 
range of prizes and awards.  Come and see the 
‘Millionaire’s Club’ board in the library where our first 
reader of a million words will have their photo placed very 
shortly. 
 

Urgent! Swimming Helpers – KS2 

In the last Newsletter we put out an appeal for volunteers 
to help our KS2 children with their swimming 
sessions next term.  We are urgently looking 
to recruit additional volunteers to support 
this important activity! If you think you can 
help us, please contact the office. 
 

Oundle Festival of Music and Drama for Years 3-6 

Next year’s Festival is from 29th March - 1st April 2017. 
Our KS2 children have in the past been very successful at 
this event and enjoyed taking part in the Prepared 
Reading and Verse Speaking. 

Prepared Reading is reading an extract from a given book 
and Verse Speaking is learning a short poem by heart. 
Children can do either or both events for an entry fee of 
£3.00 for Y3 & 4 and £3.25 for Y5 & 6 per event. 

We need to register entrants at the beginning of January 
and so need to compile a list this term. 

If your child is interested, please ask them to speak to Mr 
Sutterby in Pollock class, which can be found in the blue 
zone. No money is needed yet but will be requested in 
January. 

Admission to Foundation Stage September 2017 

Can we remind parents of children who should be starting 
school in Foundation Stage in September 2017 that you 
need to apply to the Local Authority for a place online at 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions by 5pm on  
 
Sunday, 15th January 2015.  Applications received after 
this deadline will be considered as a late application and 
will be processed at a later date, by which time your 
preferred schools may be full so don’t delay … apply 
today! 
 

KS2 Clubs  

School run clubs have now finished for this term. Letters 
about next term’s after school clubs will be issued to KS2 
children next week. Clubs will be starting the week 
commencing Monday, 16th January.  Oundle Tennis Club 

will once again be holding sessions on Fridays after 
school, starting on the 13th January.   
 

Enrichment Activities - All 

There are still a number of parents who elected to pay 
termly or monthly for activities but who have not yet sent 
their payments in.  We have lots of events booked and 
paid for so it would be much appreciated if you could 
bring your accounts up to date next week, please.   
 
 

Foundation Stage Parent Questionnaire 

We really value your feedback and are keen to gain your 
perspective on our starting school arrangements and 
ideas for how they could be improved. A questionnaire 
was sent home in your child's book bag earlier this week 
and it would be great to receive your comments. Thank 
you to those parents of children in Foundation Stage who 
have already completed and returned the questionnaire 
to school. If you have yet to see it or have not received a 
copy and would like one, then please speak to your child's 
class teacher. 
 

KidLit - All 

Once again we are pleased to announce our participation 
in the KidLit event to take place at the Great Hall in March 
2017. Each year group will have the opportunity to hear 
from, interact with and be inspired by a real life author. 
Please look out for further details in the New Year. 

Save the date - All 

To coincide with Safer Internet Day, on the evening 
of Tuesday 31st January 2017  we are fortunate once 
again to have Alan Mackenzie, the e-safety adviser, in 
school to talk to parents about the growing concerns of 
keeping our children safe online in the digital age.  It has 
been a really attended event in the past and it would be 
fantastic to fill the hall once again; please save the date.  
 

Parking - All 

We have had a large number of complaints this week 
from both residents and parents about the inconsiderate 
and very dangerous parking on Cotterstock and Glapthorn 
Road at the end of school.  Please think about other road 
user and pedestrians when you park – we have been told 
of parents blocking driveways and parking so that children 
cannot cross the road safely without stepping around cars 
parked too close to the junctions around school.  The local 
PCSOs are aware of the issues and will be patrolling the 
area to ensure our children’s safety at the end of the day.  
 

Snow Plan - All 

As you will know from our recent 
communication, Oundle CE Primary School 
will stay open in snowy weather unless there 
is a problem with water, heating or Health 
and Safety issues.  Could we please remind 
you of the following : 

 Please check the Oundle Primary website for 
news @ www.oundleprimary.com    

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.oundleprimary.com/


 ParentMail information sent out early (7.15am) 
may be delayed due to ‘overloading’ of the 
network systems. 

 Listen to Heart FM Radio, who regularly update 
the list of schools closed 

 Children need to be appropriately clothed to 
spend time outside in the snow 

 Please send your child with a packed lunch to be 
used only if Kingswood have problems.  

Reminder – Orchestra  

Please remember to bring your musical instrument into 
school on Monday. 
 

Reporting Absence - All 

Thank you to parents who call us promptly to report when 
their child is absent.  You may now also notify us using the 
ParentMail app that most of you have signed up to. There 
is an option on the app called ‘notify absence’ allowing 
you to ‘add’ an absence. Please include all the 
information we need to record the absence appropriately 
such as type of illness etc.   
 

Early arrival - All 

We have noticed that some children are arriving at school 
as early as 8.30am in the morning.  Children should not 
arrive at school until 8.45am unless they are booked in at 
Breakfast Club/Drop-off Club or arrive on a school bus.  
There is no supervision for these early arrivers (some of 
which are unaccompanied) until 8.45am.  Please help us 
by arranging your timings so that children arrive at the 
correct time and can then be appropriately supervised.  
Thank you. 
 
AND FINALLY ……. 
 

Merry Christmas to you all and best wishes for a 
peaceful and Happy New Year from everyone at  

Oundle CE Primary School. 
 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you all refreshed and ready 
to go on Thursday, 5th January 2017. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 
Date Year 

Group 
Event 

Friday 9th 

December 

Y2 Visit from the Fire 

Service 

Monday 12th 

December 

Guitar 

pupils 

Music Makers - 

Guitar concert in 

assembly 

Tuesday 13th 

December  

Y4, 5 & 

Y6  

Rehearsal at St 

Peter’s Church – 

11.30am 

Carol Concert – 

7.00pm @ St 

Peter’s Church  

Tuesday 13th 

December 

FS – Y1, 

2 & 3 

Reindeer visit 

Wednesday,14th 

December  

All  Christmas Lunch… 

maybe an exciting 

visitor!!!  

Thursday 15th 

December @2.45 

Yr4 

Warhol 

 

Brass Concert – 

Parents of Warhol 

Friday, 16th 

December 

Y2 Great Fire of 

London 

Friday, 16th 

December  

All  Tree event and 

Christmas Jumper 

Day  

Monday, 19th 

December  

All  Party Day – party 

clothes  

Tuesday, 20th 

December  

All  Last day of term 

School closes for 

Christmas Break  

Wednesday 4th 

January  

All  Teacher Training 

Day  

Thursday 5th 

January  

All  School re-opens  

Tuesday 31st 

January  

All  Safer Internet 

Day  

Friday 11th 

February 

All School Closes for 

half term 

Monday 20th 

February 

All School opens 

Tuesday 23 May 

2017 @ 5.15pm – 

7.15pm.   

 

Yr6 PWS – Uniform 

Evening for new 

students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

We will be running during the 
school holidays. The dates we’re 
planning on opening over the 
Christmas holiday are 21st and 22nd of December and the 
3rd and  4th January. 

To book your child/children in please 
contact 01832 272392 or 
kmaher@oundleceprimary.co.uk 

 

NMPAT MUSIC SERVICES 
On Saturday 14th January all the Northamptonshire Music 
and Performing Arts Trust Saturday morning Centres are 
offering a FREE TASTER SESSION to any child/family 
interested in finding out what's on offer at their local 
centre. No experience is needed, and you don't need to 
be able to play an instrument to go along.  
Check out www.NMPAT.co.uk/centres to find your 
nearest centre, and what goes on there!  
If drama is your thing you can also try out our County 
Youth Theatre www.NMPAT.co.uk/youththeatre. Why not 
go along and see if NMPAT is for you? 
 
www.facebook.com/nmpat     
www.twitter.com/NMPATrust #NMPATrust 
 

POLEBROOK GUIDES 

1st Polebrook Guides is opening in January 2017 at 
Polebrook School.  We are looking for girls aged between 
10 and 14 to join this new unit if you think your daughter 
would like to join or for more information please email 
Sharon at Polebrookbarnowl@gmail.com  

 

Christmas Tree Festival 
 

St Mary’s Church, Benefield 
Sunday, 11th December 

10.00am – 5.00pm 
The festival includes hourly entertainment by 
local musicians and performers, a baked goods 
table, children’s crafts and a colouring competition.  The 
festival has grown in scope and size each year and we are 
hoping to make this year the best yet! 
 
 

 

Christmas Family Service 
  

           Worship for all God’s Family 
 

              Sunday 18th December 
        at  

           St Peter’s Church, Oundle  

  

        All Welcome 

                             Service begins at 9.45am 

               www.oundlestpeters.org.uk  

           

 

Cinderella!  
by Simon Aylin and Telling Tales 

 

at the Stahl Theatre 
19 - 23 December 2016 

1.30pm and 4.00pm daily 
An enchanting story full of music, laughs 

and audience participation.  
This show is strictly for EVERYBODY. 

Tickets available from 

www.tellingtalestheatre.com  

 

 
Christmas Card Recycling Scheme 

Bulley Davey are again taking part in the iiE Christmas 
card recycling scheme. For each 1000 cards we recycle 

The Woodland Trust will plant 1 tree. 
 

Please bring your cards in anytime up until Friday 20th 
January. All donations greatly received. 

 
Please bring your cards to Bulley Davy office at 6 North 

Street or Oundle CE Primary School 
 

                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kmaher@oundleceprimary.co.uk
http://www.nmpat.co.uk/centres
http://www.nmpat.co.uk/youththeatre
http://www.facebook.com/nmpat
http://www.twitter.com/NMPATrust
mailto:Polebrookbarnowl@gmail.com
http://www.tellingtalestheatre.com/


One Touch Football 

 
We are running festive football and multi sports days in 
Stamford, Grantham, Oundle, Sleaford and Oakham area. 
We welcome children aged 4 to 14 and of all abilities.  The 
days are led by fully qualified staff who are DBS checked 
as well as undergone numerous workshops to ensure the 
best coaching is delivered. 

 

 


