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WELCOME BACK AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 
We welcome Noah Pizzo and Emily and Thomas Huffhines 
who arrived before Christmas and Alexa and Isabella 
Huckle, Owen and Libby Hudon, Sarah 
Chupka and John Alls who joined OPS after 
Christmas.  We hope you will be very 
happy at our school. 
 

Year 4 Children and Parents 
We would just like to say a big thank you to all children 
and parents in Warhol and Van Gogh who supported our 
'Reverse Advent calendar' before the Christmas holidays. 
Through your kind donations we amassed 2 huge boxes 
full of food to take to the food bank in Peterborough. This 
supported our 'Christianity in Action' topic and of course a 
lot of very lucky families in need this festive season.  
Many thanks, A.Glover, R. Oakley and J.King.  
 

Spelling Task 

Children in Years 1-5 will be starting to bring home a 
weekly spelling task on a Friday. They will have a week to 
practise a number of spellings using the ‘look, say, cover, 
write, check’ approach as well as being asked to put some 
of the words into a sentence. The sheets will be kept in 
individual portfolios and will need to be kept in book bags 
to ensure that the completed work is in school for 
marking on a Thursday and new homework to be given 
out each Friday. There will not be a weekly spelling test 
but regular practise at school and at home cannot fail to 
have a positive impact. Thank you for your help in 
supporting your child/children to complete this valuable 
homework. 

KS2 Clubs – KS2 

KS2 after school clubs start next week.  Can we 
please remind parents that if a child is 
allocated a place at one of the clubs they are 
expected to attend every week.  If for any 
reason they are unable to attend, we must be 
informed beforehand, and in writing.  All 
children are to be collected at 4.30pm from the front 
entrance unless notified otherwise.  Please respect the 
additional time that teachers dedicate to these clubs by 

being prompt.  Your co-operation would be appreciated.  
 

Kings and Queens – Y2 

As part of their ‘Kings and Queens’ topic, Year 2 will be 
visiting Warwick Castle on Monday 23rd January. Children 
are still expected to wear their school uniforms but please 
ensure you send your child in appropriate footwear and 
coats in case of bad weather. Hot lunches from  

 
 
Kingswood will need to be changed to a packed lunch. 
Alternatively please send your child to school with a 
packed lunch in a named disposable bag.  Please ensure 
you have returned the permission slips. The children will 
need to be at school promptly at 8:45 and will be 
returning at approximately 4 o’clock from their exciting 
day out.  
 

Feel the Force Experiment – Y3 
On Tuesday 17th January year 3 will be doing an 
experiment with magnet and forces. We will be needing 
some recycling, to design a toboggan for a playmobil man. 
Ideally margarine tubs and lids, small containers, kitchen 
roll holders, yoghurt pots and small plastic bottles.  

Candlemas 

On Wednesday, 1st February our Y4 children will be 
representing Oundle Primary at the Candlemas 
Service being held at St Peter’s Church.  It is a 
lovely service, attended by all the Y4 children in 

our cluster and we know the children will benefit 
from the experience.  We will let you know how it 

goes as unfortunately there isn’t space for parents at this 
event. 

 
Bishop Donald to visit OPS 

We are delighted to let you know that on Thursday 2nd 
February Bishop Donald, the Bishop of Peterborough, will 
spend the afternoon at OPS as we celebrate together 
moving to our new lovely site. He will be leading a service 
in the hall, meeting pupils and touring the building. As we 
have large numbers of pupils it will not be possible to 
invite parents to the indoor events but ALL PARENTS are 
invited to come slightly earlier than usual at 'pick up' 
time. Bishop Donald will be planting a tree at the front of 
school at approximately 3:15 and parents, some guests 
and the School Council are invited to gather at the front 
of school for this special moment. Children will be 
dismissed as usual at 3:30. 

 
Oundle Festival of Music and Drama for Years 3-6 

Oundle Festival of Music and Drama is from 29th March - 
1st April 2017. Our KS2 children have in the past been 
very successful at this event and enjoyed taking part in 
the Prepared Reading and Verse Speaking. Prepared 
Reading is reading an extract from a given book and Verse 
Speaking is learning a short poem by heart. Children can 
do either or both events for an entry fee of £3.00 for Y3 & 
4 and £3.25 for Y5 & 6 per event. 
We have a growing number of children participating in 
this event. The closing date for entries is Wednesday 18th 



January. If your child would like to participate, please 
speak to Mr Sutterby as soon as possible. 
 

Pen licences Years 3 -6 

To help to motivate the children and raise levels of 
handwriting quality in the school, all children in Years 3-6, 
will now begin to work towards achieving a 'Pen Licence' 
in class. The children will receive a Golden child style 
credit card which will be kept in school. 
It will mean that once they have shown their teacher that 

they can use neat, cursive handwriting 
consistently, they will gain their licence and be 
able to use a pen to complete their work in most 
lessons.  

If, however a child's handwriting starts to deteriorate they 
can get metaphorical 'points' on their licence, which 
means that their card and right to use a pen may be 
temporarily taken away until they can prove once again 
that their handwriting is neat and of a high standard.  
This is an exciting initiative that we hope will encourage 
the children to take pride in their work and raise 
standards in writing in particular.  
 

Parent Questionnaire - FS 

Many thanks to all of the Foundation Stage parents who 
took the time to complete the parent questionnaire 
relating to starting school and settling in. The feedback is 
attached electronically to the newsletter so please take a 
moment to have a look.  
  

Residential trips – Y3 - 6 

Y6 Bushcraft - two deposits of £60 should have already 
been paid and two further payments of £60 are required 
by 3rd February and 21st April.    
Y5 Overstrand – one payment of £39 should now have 
been paid and two further payments of £50 are required  
by 31st January and 28th February.  
Y4 York - one payment of £50 should now have been paid 
and two further payments of £70 are required by 31st 
January and 28th February. 
Y3 Derbyshire – one payment of £30 should now have 
been paid and two further payments are required, £30.00 
by 31st January and a final payment of £26 is due by 28th 
February. 
 If you wish to spread the cost of these final payments in a 
more suitable way, please contact the Office 
to arrange this.  If your child is not currently 
signed up to attend and now wishes to, 
please contact the Office for more 
information.  
 

Learning Conversations - All 

The dates scheduled for this term’s Learning 
Conversations are Tuesday, 7th March (4.00 – 7.00pm) and 
Wednesday 8th March (5.00 – 8.00pm) so please put them 
in your diary.  In response to parental feedback, these will 
be ‘adults only’ meetings.  Paperwork for booking 
appointments will be issued nearer the time.  Please note 
that clubs led by OPS staff will NOT run that week. 
 

Friday afternoon  Headteacher drop-ins - All 

Please be note that Mrs McMurdo is available on Friday 
afternoons for parents to discuss any aspects of the OPS 
education process and its impact on their child.  It would 
be really lovely if we could continue to work with the OPS 
staff phrase “If you like what we do, tell your friends, if 
you have concerns please share with us!”.  Please make 
appointments by calling the school office 01832 272392.  

 

Music Lessons 

Can we take this opportunity to remind 
parents of children currently having music 
lessons, that if your child decides to 

discontinue lessons, we need a minimum of a term’s 
notice to give us time to find a replacement.  Without a 
replacement I’m afraid it will be necessary for us to 
charge the term’s fee. 
 

Admission to Foundation Stage September 2017 - All 

Can we remind parents of children who should be starting 
school in Foundation Stage in September 2017 that you 
need to apply to the Local Authority for a place online at 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions by, 15th 
January 2017.  Applications received after this deadline 
will be considered as a late application and will be 
processed at a later date, by which time your preferred 
schools may be full so don’t delay … apply today! 
 

Interactive Learning Diary news - FS 

We have been delighted with the number of lovely 
comments in reply to your child's Interactive Learning 
Diary and have loved reading the many home 
observations that a number of you have contributed to 
your child's learning journey. Both the comments and 
observations that you have contributed are always so 
interesting and truly help to create a bigger picture of 
your child and their all-round development. An exciting 
app has been developed for you to download and use on 
your mobile device to allow easier access to the 
Interactive Learning Diary. Look out for the letter 
explaining all about it in your child's book bag. Due to this 
new app, the ILD portal will be open every day for the 
remainder of the year. 

Pattern Day - FS  

FS kicked off their new topic about 'Patterns' with a 
pattern day! The children loved wearing their patterned 
tops and enjoyed a fun filled day with all sorts of related 
activities including; spotting patterns in the local 
environment and using the iPads to photograph them, 
creating repeating patterns using fruit and printing 
patterns with various shaped sponges. What a great start 
to a lovely topic. 

 

Extra-Curricular Payments - All 

Can we please remind parents that the monthly/termly 
payments towards the additional activities we organise in 
school are now due. We do appreciate January is a 
difficult month but we have several events already 
booked for this term and would appreciate 
payments being brought up to date as soon as 
possible.  If you are not sure whether you have 
paid or not, please speak to Mrs Holleyoake. 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions


PE kit – Y1 - 6 

In Years 1-6 outdoor PE is part of the 
curriculum and therefore a compulsory 
element of our weekly timetable.  We will 
only not go out if it is actually raining very 
hard at the time of the lesson.  In cold 
weather, therefore, please help your child by ensuring 
they have appropriate warm clothing available in their PE 
bags for them to use.  It is also very important that all 
children have appropriate footwear. 
 

Breakfast / After School Club - All 

For the next couple of weeks Breakfast Club 
and After School Club are relocating to the DT 
area. This will enable us to improve facilities 
in the community room by installing a 
disabled toilet and baby changing area. 
Please use the entrance by the music/art room or year 6 
cloakroom to access the DT area. We will let you know 
when the work is completed and you can return to your 

current arrangements. 
 

Parent View 

We would like to say “Thank You” to those 
parents who have now registered with 
Parent View and have answered the 
questions about our school.  If you have not 
yet done this, you can still do so by visiting 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk  
It is important that we know how you feel about our 
school and this website is one way of doing this.  Please 
remember, however, that if you have any specific 
concerns or just something you want to discuss, please 
come in and see us. 
 

'Responsible Internet Use' pupil contact 
Your child will be coming home with a 'Responsible 
Internet Use' contract. Class teachers have discussed it in 
class and the children have agreed the rules and signed it. 
Please take time to read the booklet together and discuss 
the importance of being safe online. After signing the 
parents sections, please return it to your child's class 
teacher. Many thanks, Mr Sutterby. 

Urgent request 
For various reasons it is sometimes necessary for us to 
supply your child with a change of clothes. We always 
place any items that need washing in a bag and send 
them home with your child. However, we have not been 
getting all of our stock of OPS spares returned and are 
now extremely short on supplies. Could you please check 
at home to see if you may have any items to return to us 
and if you have any outgrown trousers/skirts/ underwear/ 
tights and socks suitable for Foundation Stage and Year 1 
we would be most grateful to receive them. Thankyou 
from the Yellow Zone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-safety magazine 

This month's edition of the online safety '#DITTO" 
magazine is available from our e-safetyadvisor, Alan 
Mackenzie. 
This edition includes articles and very helpful ideas and 
strategies about gaming, 'cybertrauma' and addiction, 
social media, advice for parents of infants and much 
more.  A worthy read for all! 
 
www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/ 
 

Exciting New Venue 

Hollie Williams, a member of the First For Wellbeing team 
is holding the first of her 2017 Drop – in Clinic  sessions at 
Oundle Primary School on Monday, 16th  January.  She 
will be in the meeting room from 2.15pm – 3.15pm where 
she will be happy to give any advice on matters ranging 
from Community connections, employment, housing, 

through to health and wellbeing. Please feel free to 

come to the school front office and ask for Hollie and  a 
member of staff will take you through to meet with her.  
If you have any questions please speak to Mrs. Deans. 

 

Supermarket Vouchers 

We’re delighted to announce that Sainsbury’s Active Kids 
vouchers will be available again from 28th January so 
please start collecting.  Your support in previous 
campaigns has provided us with lots of sports and play 
equipment for the children but with 385 children we 
always need more!  A collection box will be sited in the 
Library area for your vouchers. 
 

PSA NEWS   
The next planned PSA AGM will be on Tuesday 24th 

January at 8.00pm, in the Snug at The Talbot Hotel. All 

welcome to attend. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter


 

Diary Dates - All 

A list of diary dates for this term is attached for your 
information.  Further details of events will follow shortly. 
 

Diary Dates 
Date Year 

Group 
Event 

Wednesday 18th 
January @6.30pm 

All Maths Whizz 

Tuesday 31st  January  All  Safer Internet Day  

Wednesday 1st 
February  

Year 4 Candlemas 
 

Thursday 2nd 
February 

All Bishop Donald to visit OPS 

Tuesday 7th February All Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 8th 
February 

All Wonderful Wednesday 

Friday 10th February All School closes for half term 
break  

Monday 20th 
February 

All Children return to school 

Friday 24th  February All Mid-Year Reports due out 

Thursday 2nd March All Enrichment Day 

Tuesday 7th March 
5.00 – 8.00pm 
Wednesday 8th 
March 4.00 – 7.00pm 

All Learning Conversations 

Monday 6th – Friday 
10th March 

All Oundle Festival ‘Kid Lit' 

Monday 27thMarch All End of term theatre event 

Wednesday 29th 
March – Saturday 1st 
April 

Y 3 - 6 Oundle Festival of Music 
and Drama 

Friday 31st March  All  School closes for Easter 
break  

Tuesday 18th April  All Inset Day 

Wednesday 19th April All Children return to school 

Monday 8th May – 
Thursday 11th May  

Yr6 SATS for year 6 children 

Tuesday 23rdMay 
2017 @ 5.15pm – 
7.15pm.   
 

Yr6 PWS – Uniform Evening for 

new students 

 

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Family Service 
  

              Worship for all God’s Family 
 

              Sunday 15th January 
        at  

           St Peter’s Church, Oundle  

                  

              Service begins at 9.45am 

                

 


