
 
 
 

Year 4 Summer Term Curriculum 2017 

 
 
We shall be following the Revised National Curriculum and will link work to other areas of the curriculum 
wherever possible. There will be an on-going emphasis on presentation skills and the use of cursive script. 
 
ENGLISH 
Poetry - Creating Images  
We will be using a selection of poems to explore how to create images using words. Children will find & use 
adjectives & adjective phrases to convert a poem to prose. They will use their voice to add excitement to a 
poem performance & compose poems using the themes of animals & weather. 
 
Narrative - Stories with historical settings  
The children will read; The Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence which stimulates work on dialogue and the 
use of apostrophes. Children will then predict, get into role, tell the story from another point of view, 
empathise with characters and label museum exhibits. They will then write a story based on the Historical 
setting of Roman, linking to our trip to York. 
 
Non Fiction - Plays  
The children will define proverbs and work out the meanings. They will identify and use adverbs and powerful 
verbs. Then create characters using description, stage directions and dialogue. Finally they will compare 
dialogue and playscripts, then write and perform playscripts, one based on a proverb and one on a Roald Dahl 
chapter. 
 
We will also work on:  
Speaking  competently and creatively for different purposes and audiences. 
Conveying detailed information coherently for listeners. 
Using dictionaries and thesauruses routinely, including sorting by alphabetical order to third and fourth place 
letters. 
Developing editing skills in texts. 
Note taking, turning notes into prose and vice versa. 
 
SPELLING, PUNCTUATION and GRAMMAR  
During our spelling sessions we will be focusing on two topics this term. Firstly, understanding the use of the 
apostrophe in contracted forms of words. Secondly we will be revising and investigating links between 
meaning and spelling when using affixes. We will also be practicing the spelling of high frequency words and 
commonly misspelled words.  
 
MATHS 
Not all children will cover everything outlined below as work will be tailored to their individual needs. 
 
NUMBER 
Place Value: 
- Count in 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s and 1000s. 
- Find 1000 more or less than any number. 
- Recognise place value of each digit in 4-digit numbers. 
- Compare and order numbers beyond 1000. 
- Identify, estimate and represent numbers using different representations including measures. 



 
 
 

- Count backwards through 0 to include negative numbers. 
- Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time the numeral system changed to include the 
concept of 0 and place value. 
- Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 
Addition and Subtraction: 
- Add and subtract numbers up to 4-digits using formal written methods of columnar Addition and 
Subtraction. 
- Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to calculations. 
- Solve Addition/Subtraction 2-step problems in contexts. 
- Decide which operations and methods to use and why.  
Multiplication and Division: 
- TIMES TABLES: Up to 12x12. 
- Use place value, known and derived facts to x/÷ mentally, including multiplying by 0 & 1, dividing by 1, 
multiplying 3 numbers together e.g. 2x3=6  so  600÷3=200 
- Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations. 
e.g. 39x7=(30x7)+(9x7)  e.g. 2x3x4=(2x4)x4 and 2x(3x4) 
- Multiply 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number using formal written layout. 
- Solve problems involving multiplying and adding including using the distributive law to multiply 2-digit 
numbers by 1-digit. 
- Solve problems of integer scaling and correspondence i.e. n objects are connected to m objects. 
e.g. number of meal choices on a menu  e.g. 3 cakes shared between 10 children.  
Fractions, Decimals & Percentages: 
- Count up and down in hundredths. 
- Recognise that hundredths arise from dividing an object into one hundred equal parts, dividing by one 
hundred and dividing tenths by ten. 
- Recognise and show families of common equivalent fractions. 
- Simplify simple fractions e.g. 2/8=1/4 
- Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, fractions to divide quantities, 
including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole number. 
- Addition/Subtraction fractions with the same denominator including beyond 1. 
- Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths and 1/4, 1/2 and 3/4. 
- Find the effect of ÷ a 1- or 2-digit number by 10 or 100, identifying the value of the digits in the answer as 
ones, tenths and hundredths. 
- Round decimals with 1dp to the nearest whole number. 
- Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to 2dp. 
- Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to 2dp. 
 
MEASURE 
Measures: 
- Convert between different units of measure. 
- Estimate, compare and calculate different measures including money in £ & p. 
- Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including squares) in cm & m. 
- Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares. 
- Start to relate area to arrays.   
Time: 
- Convert between different units of measure e.g. Hours to minutes. 
- Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12/24 hour. 
- Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years to months and weeks 
to days. 



 
 
 

 
SHAPE 
Properties of Shape: 
- Compare and classify geometric shapes including quadrilaterals and triangles based on properties and sizes. 
- Identify lines of symmetry in 2d shapes presented in different orientations. 
- Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 
Angles : 
- Identify acute and obtuse angles. 
- Compare and order angles up to 1800.  
Position & Direction: 
- Describe positions on a 2d grid as coordinates in the 1st quadrant. e.g. (2,5) 
- Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to the left/right and up/down. 
- Plot specific points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 
- Draw axes and label integer scales. 
 
HANDLING DATA 
Drawing: 
- Present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods including bar charts and time 
graphs. 
- Use a greater range of scales.  
Interpreting:  
- Interpret discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods including bar charts and time 
graphs.  
Extracting:  
Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables 
and other graphs. 
 
IPC – TREASURE: ARCHEOLOGY  
History is like a jigsaw. The treasures that archaeologists find provide us with some very important pieces that 
help us to build up a picture of what people and places were like in the past. 
This will be a long unit of work which we will focus on for all of the first term and another 3 weeks in the 
second term. Our work will be enhanced by our residential trip to York. 
 
During this unit we will be focusing on History, Geography, Art, Technology, and International. 
In History, we’ll be finding out: 

 How artefacts can help us find out about the past 
 How we can use fact and opinion to create a profile about a historical person 
 About different historical sources 
 About famous archaeologists 

In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 
 How we can learn about the past from the buildings and people in our local area 
 About local archaeologists and the work they do to uncover the past 
 About how we can discover buried artefacts and treasures hidden in our school grounds 

  
In Art, we’ll be finding out: 

 What makes a piece of art a ‘treasure’ 
 How we can use guesswork to make models of different treasures 

 
In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 



 
 
 

 How to plan and make our own historical artefacts 
 

In International, we’ll be finding out: 
 About how different cultures preserve and treasure different things 
 About the work of archaeologists around the world 

 
IPC – PE SPECIALIST UNIT: MY LOWER BODY 
The lower body is made up of a number of different muscle groups: 
• Quadriceps femoris – This is a group of four muscles found at the front of the thigh. The ‘vastus lateralis’ is 
on the outside of the thigh, the ‘vastus medialis’ is on the inside, the ‘vastus intermedius’ is between them, 
and the ‘rectus femoris’ is above them. These muscles work to extend the leg from a bent position. 
• The hamstrings are found at the rear of the leg and are used to flex the knee (for example, when lifting the 
heel towards the buttocks). These muscles are made up of the ‘biceps femoris’, the ‘semitendinosus’ and the 
‘semimembranosus’. 
• The gluteals are the muscles that make up the buttocks. The ‘gluteus maximus’ (the largest muscle in the 
human body) covers the hip joint, the ‘gluteus medius’ and the ‘gluteus minimus’ are on the outside of the 
hip. The gluteus maximus allows you to extend your hips, while the other two lift the leg to the side (hip 
extension). 
• Hip flexors are found in front of the pelvis (opposite the gluteals). The ‘psoas major’ and the ‘iliacus’ lift the 
leg to the front. 
• The calves are at the back of the leg below the knee and consist of the ‘gastrocnemius’ and the ‘soleus’. They 
extend the foot at the ankle. 
We will be using a wide range of activities and equipment that involve the lower body and learning about the 
science of health, nutrition and the bones and muscles that make up our bodies.   
This will be a short unit of work which we will focus on for the last 4 weeks of the second term. 
 
During this unit we will be focusing on Physical Education and Science. 
In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

 Different muscle groups in our bodies 

 Which bones and joints are used for certain movements 

 The importance of nutrition  
 
In Physical education, we’ll be finding out: 

 About how to choose appropriate skills and movements to suit a task 

 How to plan actions and movements 

 How to take part in a range of individual, pair, small group and team activities 

 Performing a range of activities with control and coordination 
 
Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustrating, working on their own and working in groups. We 
already know the interest you take in your child’s work. If you can, please discuss with your child the work 
they have done as the term progresses and let them teach you.  
 
COMPUTING  
We will be using a Curriculum which aims to broaden the children’s skills in line with the modern world of 
technology. In the first half term we will be studying a topic called: We are toy designers. In this unit, the 
children work together to design a simple toy that incorporates sensors and outputs. That moves on to 
creating an on screen prototype of their toy using scratch software.   
 



 
 
 

During the second part of the term we will study a topic called: We are html editors. In this unit the children 
learn about the history of the web, before studying HTML (hypertext mark-up language), the language in 
which web pages are written. They learn to edit and write HTML, and then use this knowledge to create a web 
page.  
 
RE  
This term, Year 4’s work will be asked to think about ‘How and Why Do Jews and Muslims Pray?’  This will 
give the children an opportunity to revise and consolidate the work they have done throughout their time at 
Oundle Primary School on Judaism, Islam and Christianity.  This unit of work enables pupils to investigate the 
importance of prayer to Jews and Muslims, making links between the two faiths and the experiences of the 
pupils.  The focus is on the role of prayer in the life of Jews and Muslims and how this impacts on their life.  
Pupils will be expected to think for themselves about questions to do with beliefs and practice.  Pupils will be 
encouraged to consider what can be learned from the concepts studied whilst referring to their own 
experiences, beliefs and values, and the points of connection or difference between them.Through this term 
we will cover two topics of work.   
 
PE 
Throughout this term we shall be covering athletics, cricket and other Summer Ball games in our outdoor P.E 
sessions. We have the opportunity of specialist coaching in Cricket through the local cricket club which will 
happen every Monday during the summer term. As the weather warms up it is a good idea for the children to 
have a cap in school to keep the sun off their eyes as they play. Trainers are also useful and a water bottle is 
essential. 
 
During our indoor lessons we will be continuing to use the Real PE Scheme of Work. This will be linked to co-
ordination with equipment.  Towards the end of this term we will link our P.E to our IPC unit ‘My Lower Body’. 
Real PE gives all children the opportunity to achieve by using physical literacy, emotional and thinking skills.  
 
FRENCH 
In year 4 the children will continue to improve upon their knowledge of French culture and extending their 
vocabulary in their weekly lessons. Their lessons will be linked to their IPC topics as often as possible.  
 
MUSIC 
Our weekly music session will give children the opportunity to use a variety of instruments and their voices. 
They will also get the opportunity to sing once a fortnight during our choir sessions. Again these sessions will 
be linked to our IPC topics as often as possible. 
 
Any items you have at home to support or enrich our work would be welcome. Please feel free to talk to us 
about any way you think you could support us. We look forward to an exciting and fun term. 
 
 
 


