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Phase: Upper KS2 

Lesson: Common Letters 

Curricular Links Computing, Numeracy 

National Curriculum 
Link 

 Numeracy – Year 5 - complete, read and interpret information in tables, 
including timetables. 

 Numeracy – Year 6 - interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and 
use these to solve problems 

 Computing - KS2 - select, use and combine a variety of software 
(including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given 
goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
information 

Aim:   I can use a spreadsheet to work out which letter appears most often 

Success Criteria:  I can use the How Many tool. 

 I can present my information in an appropriate manner 

 I can check my results by using other sentences 

Lesson Overview Test out a hypothesis about which letter is most common in the English 
language. 

 

Explanation & ideas Screenshots: 

1. Create a blank worksheet by clicking on the 
new page icon at the top left of the screen 

 

2. Click on the spreadsheet icon (indicated by 
the mouse) to change to the advanced 
spreadsheet format which you will need for 
this lesson. 
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Explanation & ideas Screenshots: 

3. For this lesson, you may need fewer cells in 
your spreadsheet.  To add or remove cells to 
your spreadsheet, look at the bottom right of 
the screen and find the ‘add and delete cells’ 
icons.  Click the icon until the sheet is the 
size you want it to be.  

4. In this lesson we will be testing out a 
hypothesis about which letters are most 
commonly used in the English language. 
 
We will start off by asking whether ‘e’ is the 
most popular letter. 
 
We copied and pasted the sentences on the 
right into two separate cells in 2Calculate. 

 
 

 

5. We then went to the Control toolbar on the 
right hand side and found the “How many” 
tool. 
 
In a new cell below our sentences, put ‘e’ 
and then place the how many tool in the cell 
next to it.  The how many tool will count 
how many ‘e’s there are in the spreadsheet. 
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Explanation & ideas Screenshots: 

6. We can now add in other questions and 
challenges. 
 
We asked what other vowels might be 
popular so have created a list of vowels 
using the how many tool to count how many 
times each one was used in the spreadsheet.  

 

 

7. We’ve then done the same with consonants.  

 
 

 

8. Can you think of the different ways you 
could present your data, maybe you could 
use a graph? 

9. What other challenges can you think of? 

 

 


