
L.O. To create a word/phrase 
bank. 

L.O. To explore how different 
texts create suspense and 

tension. 



Starter 

• Add a prefix and suffix onto these root words

Prefix Root word Suffix Word made

Un help ful Unhelpful

Control

Like

Appear

Polite

mistake

friend



Recap from last lesson

• How can we create suspense and tension in our writing?

• What were the 5 key things in our toolkit?



Our suspense and tension toolkit 

1. Short snappy sentences

2. Using the senses to describe

3. Describing the weather or darkness 

4. With holding information

5. Revealing characters thoughts



Can you spot the features in our suspense 
and tension toolkit?

After a few moments, she heard the wind 
awaken in the woods. The water rippled, the 
trees rustled and a damp petal landed on her 
cheek. Lara shivered. Behind her, a door 
slammed. What was that? She whipped round 
to face the house. A shadow moved through the 
downstairs room. A light flicked on. 

1. Short snappy sentences

2. Using the senses to 
describe

3. Describing the weather or 
darkness 

4. With holding information

5. Revealing characters 
thoughts



Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing

worse than hearing her best friend desperately calling her name was being alone in

this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the corridor

which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of

her, the door opposite, and beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked,

blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly down her face, she

was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp,

rattling gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched

silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...

1. Short snappy sentences

2. Using the senses to 
describe

3. Describing the weather or 
darkness 

4. With holding information

5. Revealing characters 
thoughts

Can you spot the features in our suspense 
and tension toolkit?



Later, she woke with a start. The sun has slipped behind 
the tree, casting charred shadows across the water’s 
oily surface. A cold breeze whispered through the 
reeds. Jo shuddered. A twig broke. Leaves rustled. 
Something moved towards her. What was it?

Cautiously, Jo stared into the darkness between the 
trees where her imagination warned her that anything 
could exist. A vague silhouette darted! Again, jo 
shivered but not from the cold for, at that moment, she 
heard a sudden hiss and a red eye flickered. Jo gasped. 

She ran. Branches whipped at her face. Brambles tore 
at her feet. She was sure she could hear something 
behind her, feet thudding through the undergrowth. 
Something breathing…

Can you spot the features in our suspense 
and tension toolkit?

1. Short snappy sentences

2. Using the senses to 
describe

3. Describing the weather or 
darkness 

4. With holding information

5. Revealing characters 
thoughts



We will be creating a vocabulary bank that we 
can start to use in our own writing 
We are going to be finding some words and adding them to our 
vocabulary banks. You can make a note of some of your favourite ones 
in your blue books so you can use them when writing your own stories. 

• Upleveling our words can help add better description and can explain 
things better. For example- ‘A scary bear’ sounds very boring. Instead 
Michelle Paver describes it as ‘a huge rampaging menace in bear 
form’



How has the writer up-levelled the 
vocabulary?

Pick out some key words and 
phrases that help the show the 
reader and not tell. 



List as many words and phrases as you can 

Once you are finished 
– share them with 
the class. Can we up 
level these words?

Can you write a 
sentence describe 
this image? Can you 
include a simile or 
metaphor?



List as many words and phrases as you can 

Once you are finished 
– share them with 
the class. Can we up 
level these words?

Can you write a 
sentence describe 
this image? Can you 
include a simile or 
metaphor?



• Do you know what all of 
these words mean?

• Can you pick three and 
use them in a sentence?

• Add your favourites to 
your word bank



• Do you know what all of 
these words mean?

• Can you pick three and 
use them in a sentence?

• Add your favourites to 
your word bank


