
Foundation Stage Autumn Term 2018 Curriculum  

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
These early days are vital in terms of each child's school career. It is most important that the children settle 
in well to school and feel safe, happy and secure. We will establish expected codes of behaviour, promote 
the consistent use of good manners and introduce daily routines. There will be plenty of opportunities for 
them to familiarise themselves with their new environment, form new relationships and deepen 
established ones. Circle time is an occasion for those who wish, to express views and feelings about such 
topics as why they are special or praising the qualities of others. 
 
Communication and Language  
There will be many opportunities for the children to talk about themselves, friends and family and to share 
their experiences. Speaking and listening etiquette will be a big focus and children will be strongly 
encouraged to take turns in conversation and listen to others. Our role-play areas aim to encourage 
creative play and to develop the use of imaginative language.  
 
Physical Development 
Playtime and P.E. will allow the children to explore a range of equipment where they can practise 
travelling, balancing, jumping and landing safely and taking others safety into consideration. This is also 
reinforced as part of our outdoor play provision. Using junk modelling and large construction, children will 
be challenged to build their home. Playdoh, pasta, cornflour and shaving foam will be investigated and 
manipulated using hands and a range of appropriate tools. 
 
Literacy 
The mark making areas primarily promote writing and drawing and a wide range of media and tools are 
available for children to express themselves. Book corners welcome children and adults to share a book 
and listening to stories based on being special and being part of a family, home and school, will be a 
regular feature of our school day. Letters and sounds will be introduced, reinforced and consolidated 
through a range of fun small group activities.  
 
Mathematical Development 
How many people are in your family? How many more people are there in Johnny's family? How old are 
you and when is your birthday? These are just some of the problems and questions that will be posed. 
Mathematical based activities such as number rhymes and songs, setting a table for 4 people, finding 
missing numbers in a number line, as well as sorting and counting objects and number recognition will be 
supported and extended by adults where appropriate. We will also spend a good amount of time 
recognising, creating and describing patterns as well as estimating and counting objects. 
 
Understanding the World  
Through conversation the children will begin to develop an understanding of time as they talk about 
special occasions that they can recall and share photographs of themselves as babies with the rest of the 
class. Activities such as washing up and bathing the dolls in the water and a range of toys in the sand will 
be available for the children to engage in. The children are looking forward to using the 'magic pen' to 
write their names and draw their faces on the interactive whiteboard.  
 
Expressive Arts and Design  
The children will have the opportunity to dress up and enjoy role-play in our home corner and cafe. 
Printing with hands and feet, making paper plate faces and exploring self-portraits will also be some of the 
craft activities we will enjoy. Song and dance will abound and we will share action rhymes and songs as 
well as encouraging percussion accompaniment! 
 
 



Autumn Term – Part 2 - Incredible Investigators 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
As the children enter their second half term they will gently be encouraged to become more independent. 
Through the tasks and activities available, turn taking and sharing will be promoted. Listening to others, 
taking turns in conversation as well as good manners will also be a focus. Our Jigsaw scheme of work will 
support our work in this. 
 
Communication, Language 
Throughout this theme the children will be using language skills and verbal communication, both in role-
play situations and also when asking questions to find out things. ‘Show and ‘Tell’ sessions will allow 
children to gain confidence when speaking in front of a familiar group and promote listening to others. 

Literacy 
We will share the stories ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘The Teeny Weeny Tadpole’ to stimulate 
discussions about life cycles.  The children will continue participating in their daily ‘Letters and Sounds’ 
activities and will be encouraged to partake in a range of activities to develop reading and writing. The 
children will create a book about life cycles and have a go at writing lists and letters. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
For this topic the children will be playing instruments and learning how sounds can change and have fun 
trying to match instruments to different types of weather. We will be looking at how colours can change 
and designing and making our own Christmas cards and decorations. No first year at school is complete 
without a traditional Nativity Service. The Foundation Stage children will take centre stage in this 
performance at St. Peter’s Church on Thursday 7th December 2017.  

Understanding the World  
The children will be busy exploring the different seasons and keeping an eye on the weather to see how 
the it changes throughout the week. During the topic we will look at life cycles and discuss how animals 
can adapt to the changing seasons. We will be investigating a variety of experiments such as seeing how 
we can melt ice, discover which substances can clean a coin, develop an understanding of materials and 
their purpose and explore slime, corn flour and water, playdough and sand.  

Physical Development 
During P.E lessons the children will practise changing their movements and observe changes in their bodies 
after exercising, e.g. warm up and cool down. We will be focusing on practising forming our letters and 
numbers and use a variety of activities to develop fine motor control.  

Mathematical Development 
We will use our investigative skills to compare objects and quantities and solve size, weight and capacity 
problems. Counting reliably with numbers and placing them in order will remain a key focus.  

 
 
 
 


