
 

Jemison and Darwin 

Year 4: Autumn Term 1 

Literacy 

Key Texts: The Egyptian Cinderella-Shirley Climo 
The Story of Tutankhamun-Patricia Cleveland-Peck & Isabel Greenberg 
Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx - Joe Todd-Stanton  
Purpose for writing: Narrative stories, Non fiction text and Poetry. 
Writing: Children will learn to structure and re -invent a story, poem and non-fiction text . 
These will be informed by their knowledge gained in history this term. They will learn the 
features, style and structure of differing texts so they can apply these skills to their own 
work.   
Grammar: Children will learn to use expanded noun phrases, build on the use of adverbs 
and prepositions to express time, place and cause. They will also continue to learn about 
fronted adverbials and the use of similes in poetry . 
 
Reading  text: Secrets of a Sun King by Emma Carroll 
The children will read the text and respond to questions which focus on comprehension 
skills based on the VIPERS - Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explain, Retrieve and  
Summarise.  

Maths 

Key Facts: Place Value-Numbers to 10,000. 
Place Value: Children will continue to build on their knowledge of number and 
place value through counting (6s, 7s, 9s, 25s, 100s and 1000s), comparing and 
ordering numbers to 10,000. Children will learn to round numbers and use this to 
estimate. 
Addition and Subtraction: Children will continue to build on their knowledge of 
adding and subtracting using formal written methods in Year 4. This will extend 
to numbers up to 4-digits. Children will estimate and use inverse operations to 
check answers to calculations, as well as solving 2-step problems in contexts. 
They will decide which operations to use and why?  
(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our website for Addition 
and Subtraction strategies.) 

 

Science  

Biology: Animals Including Humans: Children will build on their knowledge from Year 3 of how 

humans need to eat in order to get nutrients. They will learn about the main body parts asso-

ciated with the digestive system and will explore questions that help them to understand their 

special functions. They will draw and discuss their ideas about the digestive system and com-

pare them with models or images. Their knowledge of the digestive system will be built upon 

when they learn how to draw the human form in proportion in Art in Autumn 2. 

Children will compare the teeth of carnivores and herbivores and suggest reasons for differ-

ences; finding out what damages teeth and how to look after them.  

Working Scientifically: Children will know how to observe and compare scientific ideas or pro-

cesses when exploring the process involved during digestion. They will use scientific vocabu-

lary to explain the differences, similarities or changes which occur. The children will be able to 

suggest further questions to ask based on the findings from an initial investigation. 

History 

Focus: Ancient Egyptians: Children will learn an in depth view of where and when 
one of the earliest civilizations (Ancient Egypt) appeared. They will learn about the 
social structure, their beliefs that affected the way of life, how they communicated 
important information and how they prepared bodies for the afterlife. They will  

explore the chronology of tombs, using first hand sources to inform their knowledge. 
They will research for lines of enquiry and learn about the discovery of  

King Tutankhamen’s tomb. 

 

RE 
Focus: How and why do people show their commitments during the journey of life?  
Make sense of belief:       
• The children will be able to identify some beliefs about love, commitment and promises in two 
religious traditions and describe what they mean. 
Understand the impact:  
• The children will begin to offer informed suggestions about the meaning and importance of cere-
monies of commitment for religious and non-religious people today 
• They will be able to describe what happens in ceremonies of commitment (e.g. baptism, sacred 
thread, marriage) and say what these rituals mean 
Make connections: 
• Raise questions and suggest answers about whether it is good for everyone to see life as a jour-
ney, and to mark the milestones  
• Make links between ideas of love, commitment and promises in religious and non-religious cere-
monies 
• Give good reasons why they think ceremonies of commitment are or are not valuable today. 
New key vocabulary: Journey, metaphor, milestone, baptism, Baptist, Pentecostal, Roman Catho-

lic, Humanist, commitment, ceremony, Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Art 
Focus: Drawing (with oil pastels, pencils, paints and inks) Children will focus on 
different drawing, painting and printing techniques in the style of this term’s artists. 
They will be drawing and painting the human form using different media.. 
Artist Study: Jack Vettriano/ Edgar Degas 

Music 

Focus: Studying notation - rhythm and pitch. 

Egyptian music and composing using the pen-

tatonic scale. Harvest song recording outside. 

Whole class brass lessons. 

RSHE 
Focus: Being me in my world. To understand 
democracy and a citizen within the commu-
nity and school.  

French 
Focus: Extend and build upon Y3 core knowledge. 

Computing 
Focus:  Internet Safety and Coding 

PE 
Focus: 
Indoor– Fitness 
Outdoor– Rugby 


