
 

RIVERS 

Literacy 

Key Texts: The Wind in the Willows- Kenneth Grahame  

A River -  Marc Martin 

 Purpose for writing: Narrative stories settings 

Writing: Children will learn to structure and write a story with multiple settings. 

They will also focus on setting descriptions. Across the term they will learn the fea-

tures, style and structure of differing texts so they can apply these skills to their 

own work.  Literacy will be closely linked to by their knowledge gained in geogra-

phy this term.  

Grammar: Children will learn to  write in present tense as well as use a range of 

prepositions to improve their writing. Within this unit, children will also learn how 

to use figuarative language effectively to engage the reader. They will use the 

structure and layout for an imaginative piece of writing and the use of vocabulary 

and sentence structure to evoke the reader’s ability to visualize a setting. Thy will 

continue to learn about expanded noun phrases, build on the use of adjectives, ad-

verbs and prepositions to express time, place and cause. 

Maths 

Key Facts: Graphs,  Common equivalent fractions, simplifying. Decimal equivalents to frac-

tions. Time. 

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages: Children will continue to build on their knowledge of frac-

tions to include tenths and hundredths. They will extend this to being able to simplify fractions (e.g. 

2/8=1/4 ) as well as finding common equivalent fractions. Children will count up and down in hun-

dredths and recognise that it arises from dividing an object into one hundred equal parts, and diving 

tenths by 10. They will solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, 

fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole number. Chil-

dren will learn how to add/subtract fractions with the same denominator including beyond 1. They 

will learn decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths and 1/4, 1/2 and 3/4. In addi-

tion, find the effect of ÷ a 1- or 2-digit number by 10 or 100, identifying the value of the digits as O, 

Th, HTh. Children will round decimals with 1d.p to the nearest whole number and compare numbers 

with the same number of decimal places up to 2d.p. This will extend to solving problems with meas-

ure and money. 

(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our website for Fractions, Decimals 

and Percentages strategies.) 

Science  

Physics: Electricity: Children will identify common appliances that run on electricity. They will 

construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, including cells, 

wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers. Children will identify whether or not a lamp will light in a 

simple series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery. 

They will recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or 

not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit. 

Children will recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals with be-

ing good conductors. 

Working Scientifically: Children will know how to observe and compare scientific ideas or pro-

cesses when exploring the process involved during electricity. They will use scientific vocabulary 

to explain the differences, similarities or changes which occur when creating circuits. 

Geography 

Focus: Rivers: Children will be able to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, including: rivers, mountains and the 
water cycle. They will extend knowledge of human geography with be-
ing able to describe and understand key aspects, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 
and water. Children will build their locational knowledge through learn-
ing to name and locate counties and cities, geographical regions and 
land-use patterns; including understanding how some of these aspects 
have changed over time. They will be developing their geographical 
skills and ability to carry out fieldwork through using maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 
features studied. 

RE 
Focus: Hinduism 
Children will be learning about Hinduism and the Hindu beliefs about God.  We will look at 
how some Hindus worship in their families and communities. 
We will be exploring places of worship , blessing of food, singing hymns and different holy 
texts.  

DT 
Focus: Technical knowledge-structures and electrical sys-

tems.  

The children will develop and use knowledge of how to con-

struct strong, stiff shell structures through building a nightlight 

to their own design specifications. They will  use simple electri-

cal systems in  this product , such as series circuits and incorpo-

rate switches and bulbs . 

Music 

Focus: Studying notation - rhythm and pitch. 

Music linked to the topic of Rivers. Easter 

songs recording outside. Whole class brass 

lessons. 

PSHE 
Focus: “Dreams and Goals” 

Computing 
Focus:  Spreadsheets  and  Programs 

PE 
Focus: 
Indoor– Dance 
Outdoor– Tennis 

 

Warhol &  Van Gogh 

Year 4: Spring 1 


