
Year 4 

Spring 2 

Literacy 

Children will build on their knowledge of letter writing as taught in previous les-
sons as well as their ability to produce a range of complex sentences that are suita-
ble for a variety of writing styles.  

Key Texts: Charlotte’s Web 
 Purpose for writing: Non fiction Persuasive letter/ Narrative Poetry and Vocabu-
lary building. 
Writing: Children will learn to structure and re-invent a story into a narrative po-
em. They will also focus on persuasive writing and building upon vocabulary. Across 
the term they will learn the features, style and structure of differing texts so they 
can apply these skills to their own work.  Literacy will be closely linked to by their 
knowledge gained in geography this term and through our key text.  
Grammar: Children will learn to use expanded noun phrases , build on the use of  
adjectives, adverbs and prepositions to express time, place and cause. They will 
also continue to learn about fronted adverbials and the use of similes in poetry  
along with speech punctuation. 

Maths 

Key Facts: Time. Decimal equivalents to fractions. Rounding decimals. 

Decimals and Percentages: Children will continue to build on their knowledge of fractions to include tenths 

and hundredths. Children will round decimals with 1d.p to the nearest whole number and compare numbers with the 

same number of decimal places up to 2d.p. This will extend to solving problems with measure and money. 

Time: Pupils will learn about the 24-hour clock. They will learn how to use both the 12-hour clock and the 24-hour 

clock. They will convert between units of time, such as minutes and seconds, and hours and minutes. Pupils will learn 

how to solve time problems involving conversions and will calculate durations of time in relation to word problems.  

Money: pupils will learn how to count and record in pounds and pence. They will make links between tenths and 

hundredths and decimal notation for money. They will learn how to compare amounts of money by looking at signifi-

cant digits and by converting amounts from pounds to pence and vice versa. Pupils will be taught how to round mon-

ey to the nearest pound and understand contexts in which this would be a useful skill to know. They will use this skill 

to estimate amounts and totals. They will apply these skills to problem-solving situations, finding totals and calcu-

lating change.  

(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our website for Fractions, Decimals and 

Percentages strategies.) 

Science  

Chemistry: States of matter 

Children will build on previous learning from year 2 that some materials can change shape through bend-

ing, twisting and stretching. They also understand the fundamentals of rock formations and the reactions 

that occur when placed in water.  

The children will explore a variety everyday materials and will develop simple descriptions about each state of matter. 

They will begin to understand that solids hold their shape: liquids form a pool not a pile and gases escape from an 

unsealed container. The children will observe through experimenting, the changes that take place with water when it 

is cooled or heated. They will observe and record the effects of evaporation over a period of time.   

Working Scientifically:  

Children will ask relevant questions, using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them. They will be setting up 

simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests in order to answer a scientific question. They will present their 

findings using written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions. Using  their results they will 

be able to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further ques-

tions. 

Geography 

Focus: European country-Barcelona, Spain: Children will be able to 
locate and describe the geographical features of Europe, and in particu-
lar Barcelona. They will continue to extend their knowledge and skills of 
using atlases and maps when referring to continents, oceans and major 
cities of specific countries in Europe. They will focus further on Southern 
Europe and identify key physical features including landmarks. Children 
will delve deeper to explore landscapes, urban/rural areas, population, 
travel, attractions, industry, farming, climate and other land uses of 
Barcelona. They will continue to develop their geographical skills and 
ability to carry out fieldwork through interpreting and recording data to 
represent in a graph.  

Please see Geography knowledge organiser for essential knowledge. 

Design and Technology 
Focus: Pneumatics-Moving toy for Hamleys  
They will start by exploring which pneumatic toys they have 
and investigating how they work by air power. The evaluation 
of these toys will be important to understand how and why 
they are effective. The main emphasis of the term will then be 
the design, construction and evaluation of their own pneu-
matic toys. The children will use syringes or bottles to provide 
the input of air which will be compressed along a tube to pow-
er their toy. Evaluating it and suggesting improvements will be 
key to becoming effective toy designers. What will they come 
up with? 

Music 

Focus: Easter musical songs/Keyboards 1 

Music linked to cross curricular topics. Easter 

songs recording outside. Whole class brass 

lessons. 

PSHE 
Focus: “Healthy Me” 

Computing 
Focus:  Unit 4.3 Writing for different audi-
ences. 

PE 
Focus: 
Indoor– Ball skills.  
Outdoor–Football   

 

Warhol &  Van Gogh 
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RE 

Focus: Salvation-“What do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday?” 

The children will learn about the 3 important days in Holy Week- 

Jesus entering Jerusalem (Palm Sunday), the day Jesus died (Good Friday), and the day Jesus came 

back to life (Easter Sunday).  

They will begin to understand and learn about what happens during Holy Communion on Maundy 

Thursday and the symbols associated with Easter. What do these symbols mean to Christians? 

The children will listen to the Story of Peter’s denial and study the painting of ‘Peter’s Denial’ by 

Indian Christian artist Frank Wesley. They will  try to find clues in the painting to answer the follow-

ing questions and relate this back to the story. 

What is happening in the painting? 

How are people feeling? 

What are they thinking? How do you know? 


