
 

North and South America   

Literacy 

Key Text: Clockwork-Philip Pullman and The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes. 
Purpose for writing: Writing a ghost story 
The story will be read as a class and each session will focus on reading skills such 
as vocabulary, inference and prediction, as well as figurative language. They will 
also complete a range of short written tasks linked to each chapter before plan-
ning and writing a ghost story. 
 
As a shorter unit, we will then study the poem ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred 
Noyes. We will be looking at the descriptive language , the development of the 
narrative and the relationship between Bess, the Highwayman and Tim the  
Ostler through writing internal monologues of each character.  
 
Through the texts studied: 
Grammar: The children will practice using passive voice, modal verbs. They will 
have opportunities to practice and apply a range of skills to texts 
Punctuation: Through text examples and their own writing they will practice 
the use of brackets, dashes, colons and semi-colons. 
Spelling: Weekly spellings are set for  the children to learn. For a spelling test 
on Thursdays. 

Maths 

Key Facts: Ratio 
Children will be comparing quantities, including numbers, objects, fractions and mass before mov-
ing on to solving word problems. In the first six lessons, pupils will use bar models and concrete 
materials to compare amounts. They will be using both pictorial and abstract multiplication and 
division to support their learning while simplifying and comparing ratios. In the final three lessons, 
pupils will be solving word problems involving ratio by constructing bar models to support their 
understanding.  

 
Key Facts: Algebra  
Children will learn some of the conventions of algebra in the context of patterns and real-life prob-
lems. The chapter begins with lessons describing patterns and using a letter to denote a variable. 
Pupils then move on to write expressions using the four operations and fractions, while continuing 
to look for patterns and determine rules. Throughout the chapter, the expressions become more 
complex, including more than one variable with multiple steps. Pupils write and evaluate algebraic 
expressions and use formulae to solve problems in real-life contexts. The chapter ends with pupils 
using word problems to write equations with two unknown values solving a range of equations.  
(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our website for Addition and Sub-
traction strategies.) 

Science  

Biology: Children will be introduced to the idea that broad groupings, such as micro
-organisms, plants and animals can be subdivided. Through direct observations they 
will classify animals into commonly found invertebrates (such as insects, spiders, 
snails, worms) and vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals). They 
will discuss reasons why living things are placed in one group and not another. They 
will find out about the significance of the work of scientists such as Carl Linnaeus, a 
pioneer of classification.  
Working Scientifically: using classification systems and keys to identify some ani-
mals and plants in the immediate environment. They will research unfamiliar ani-
mals and plants from a broad range of other habitats and decide where they belong 
in the classification system.  
(Please see Science knowledge organiser for essential knowledge and vo-
cabulary to be learnt) 

Geography 

Focus: North and South America 
In this unit about the Amazing Americas, children will first find out about the continents of North 
and South America, and the countries that form them. They will also look in more detail at some 
of the contrasting regions of the Americas, finding out about the landscape, climate and locations 
of each area. There is the opportunity to carry out a detailed fieldwork study of the children’s 
local area to help them to identify the similarities and differences between a region of the Ameri-
cas and where they live. Children will also develop their map and atlas skills and practise reading 
and writing coordinates. They will learn about the ancient and new wonders of the world, specifi-
cally those of the Americas, and they will research a natural wonder of the Americas and create 
their own presentations to teach others what they learn.  

(Please see History knowledge organiser for essential knowledge and vocabulary to be 
learnt) RE 

Focus: Focus: The Gospels-What would Jesus do? 

The topic includes many of the parables Jesus told including The wise man and 

the foolish man, the sower and the seeds and the parable of the talents. The 

Beatitudes will be discussed and the references to salt and light in the gospels. 

As well as discussion, we will link the ideas to practical activities and art work. 

Art 
Focus: Drawing and 3D modelling.   
Henri Rousseau 1844 -1910, a Frenchman, who didn’t become a painter until his forties. 
He was not initially recognised for his work until he painter ‘Tiger in a tropical storm’. 
They will study his exotic landscape and look at the layers created. In contrast they will 
also look at the work of Roy Ray who creates modern landscapes inspired by aerial views. 
Children will initially use cutting tools and learn to shape and craft white paper into a 
layered pieces that create a 3D effect. This will then be transferred into creating wither 
the exotic landscape or the tiger in a tropical storm using shades of green card and the 
card-shaping techniques to build the foliage and then building the animals on top using 
paper, tissue paper or paint. Moving to clay, then children will learn how to roll and cut 
clay, so it is even. They will build up layers of clay using previous skills of slip to join and 
smoothing the edges. Finally mixing greens in acrylic, they will paint their finished piece.  

Artist Study: Henri Rousseau 

PSHE 
 

Focus: Relationships 
Children will identify the most significant peo-
ple in their life so far and understand how it 
feels to have people in their life that are spe-
cial. Children will recognise when people are 
trying to gain power or control and  demon-
strate ways they can stand up for themselves 
and their friends in situations where others are 
trying to gain power or control.  

French 
Focus: Numbers 
Numbers to a million and more as well as the French al-
phabet.  

Computing 
Focus: Text Adventure  
Children will find out what a text adventure is and 
plan an story adventure. Then make a story-based 
adventure by introduce map-based text adven-
tures.  

PE 
Focus:  
Indoor — Yoga 
Outdoor — Athletics  

 

Year Group / Class 

Year 6: Summer 1 

Music 

Focus: The children will have fun singing, danc-

ing and acting in preparation for a summer show 

of sorts.   


