
 

North and South America   

English 

Key Text: Clockwork-Philip Pullman and The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes. 
Purpose for writing: To persuade 
The story will be read as a class and each session will focus on reading skills such 
as vocabulary, inference and prediction, as well as figurative language. Linked to 
our topic in Geography, we will learn the techniques of persuasive writing. 
 
We will then study the poem ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes. We will be 
looking at the descriptive language , the development of the narrative and the 
relationship between Bess, the Highwayman and Tim the  
Ostler through writing internal monologues of each character.  
 
Through the texts studied: 
Grammar: The children will practice using passive voice, modal verbs, relative 
pronouns  and reflexive pronouns. They will have opportunities to practice and 
apply a range of skills to texts 
Punctuation: Through text examples and their own writing they will practice 
the use of brackets, dashes, colons and semi-colons. 
Spelling: Spelling rules are taught through daily spelling activities. 

Maths 

Key Facts: Fractions and Decimals  

Children will be adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions.  Beginning with  simplifying frac-

tions and moving on to comparing and ordering fractions. Children will work with basic fractions and 

mixed numbers. They then begin to add and subtract fractions with different denominators, including 

mixed numbers. Bar model diagrams are incorporated to support pupils' understanding before moving 

on to multiplication and division. Pupils will be required to divide fractions by whole numbers and will 

explore different methods.  

To begin with, children will read and write decimals using Base 10 materials before moving on to divid-

ing and multiplying decimals by 1-digit numbers with no regrouping or renaming. Children will then be 

asked to write fractions as decimals using division and pictorial methods before looking at multiplying 

fractions which involve some regrouping and renaming by 1-digit numbers. Children will look at divid-

ing decimals again, this time when regrouping and renaming with 1-digit numbers is required. They 

then move on to multiplying and dividing decimals by 2-digit numbers, which involves regrouping and 

renaming, using a variety of methods and strategies, including: number bonds, the worded method 

(writing down a problem in words and numbers), long division and the column method.  

Science  

Biology: Children will be introduced to the idea that broad groupings, such as micro
-organisms, plants and animals can be subdivided. Through direct observations they 
will classify animals into commonly found invertebrates (such as insects, spiders, 
snails, worms) and vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals). They 
will discuss reasons why living things are placed in one group and not another. They 
will find out about the significance of the work of scientists such as Carl Linnaeus, a 
pioneer of classification.  
Working Scientifically: using classification systems and keys to identify some ani-
mals and plants in the immediate environment. They will research unfamiliar ani-
mals and plants from a broad range of other habitats and decide where they belong 
in the classification system.  
(Please see Science knowledge organiser for essential knowledge and vo-
cabulary to be learnt) 

Geography 

Focus: North and South America 
In this unit about the Amazing Americas, children will first find out about the continents of North 
and South America, and the countries that form them. They will also look in more detail at some 
of the contrasting regions of the Americas, finding out about the landscape, climate and locations 
of each area. There is the opportunity to carry out a detailed fieldwork study of the children’s 
local area to help them to identify the similarities and differences between a region of the Ameri-
cas and where they live. Children will also develop their map and atlas skills and practise reading 
and writing coordinates. They will learn about the ancient and new wonders of the world, specifi-
cally those of the Americas, and they will research a natural wonder of the Americas and create 
their own presentations to teach others what they learn.  

(Please see History knowledge organiser for essential knowledge and vocabulary to be 
learnt) RE 

Focus: What does it mean for Muslims to follow God? 

The children will be introduced to Islam , the Muslim beliefs about God,  the 

Prophet and the Holy Qur’an. They will learn how the Five Pillars of Islam under-

pin their beliefs . The children will be encouraged to reflect on  what helps them 

journey through life  and how the Five Pillars  help to structure a Muslim’s life. 

They will also reflect on the importance of prayer , charity and fasting  for      

Muslims. And why the Mosque is a special place. 

Art 
Focus: Drawing and 3D modelling.   
Henri Rousseau 1844 -1910, a Frenchman, who didn’t become a painter until his forties. 
He was not initially recognised for his work until he painter ‘Tiger in a tropical storm’. 
They will study his exotic landscape and look at the layers created. In contrast they will 
also look at the work of Roy Ray who creates modern landscapes inspired by aerial views. 
Children will initially use cutting tools and learn to shape and craft white paper into a 
layered pieces that create a 3D effect. This will then be transferred into creating wither 
the exotic landscape or the tiger in a tropical storm using shades of green card and the 
card-shaping techniques to build the foliage and then building the animals on top using 
paper, tissue paper or paint. Moving to clay, then children will learn how to roll and cut 
clay, so it is even. They will build up layers of clay using previous skills of slip to join and 
smoothing the edges. Finally mixing greens in acrylic, they will paint their finished piece.  

Artist Study: Henri Rousseau 

PSHE 
 

Focus: Goals and Dreams   

During this unit the children will be considering their 

own personal goals and  the steps needed to help 

them succeed with them. They will also consider 

how  to make a difference in the world in which they 

live and how to recognize their achievements.     

French 
Focus: Numbers 
Happy New Year!  Then moving on to “I would like”  us-
ing this in relation to food. 

Computing 
Focus: Spread sheets 
The children will be exploring probability,  de-
signing a computational model to help solve a 
problem. 

PE 
Focus:  
Indoor — Fitness– this involves developing 
their skills of speed, strength, co-ordination, 
stamina and control whilst balancing. 
Outdoor — Football 
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Music 

Focus: Samba drumming 


