
 

North and South America   

English 

Class Shared Reading Text:  

Holes- Louis Sachar 

The story will be read as a class text and used to developing  vocabulary, retrieval, 
summary , inference and deduction skills. 

Purpose for writing:  

Writing:  We will be linking our writing to the story of Holes.  The children will contin-
ue to develop the skills of setting and character description and dialogue with short 
burst writing of conversations  They will also get a chance to embed their non-fiction 
writing skills through our  topic work. 

We will then study the poem ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes. We will be looking at 
the descriptive language , the development of the narrative and the relationship be-
tween Bess, the Highwayman and Tim the  
Ostler through writing internal monologues of each character.  
 
Through the texts studied: 
Grammar: The children will practice using passive voice, modal verbs, relative pro-
nouns  and reflexive pronouns. They will have opportunities to practice and apply a 
range of skills to texts they are writing. 

Maths 

Key Facts: Ratio, Algebra and Decimals  

Children will begin to understand the concept of a ratio and how we apply the basics of multiplication 

of division to keep ratios the same. Comparisons will be drawn to fractions, shape and proportion 

where this knowledge will then be applied to drawing of shapes and the solving of ratio problems. 

In their learning of algebra, children will begin to understand that letters can stand for an uncertain 

number. This will be learned through 1-step and 2-step ‘function machines’. This will develop into sub-

stitution of number and the formulae and form equations. To apply this, children will solve 1 and 2-

step problems, sometimes involving an ‘unknown’ quantity. 

Children will continue to develop their understanding of decimals through rounding, subtracting and 

dividing place value up to thousandths. This will help when multiplying and dividing decimals by inte-

gers and then applying these problems to real world situations. 

(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our website for Addition and Subtrac-

tion strategies.) 

Science  

Biology: Children will be introduced to the idea that broad groupings, such as micro-organisms, 
plants and animals can be subdivided. Through direct observations they will classify animals into 
commonly found invertebrates (such as insects, spiders, snails, worms) and vertebrates (fish, am-
phibians, reptiles, birds and mammals). They will discuss reasons why living things are placed in one 
group and not another. They will find out about the significance of the work of scientists such as Carl 
Linnaeus, a pioneer of classification.  
Working Scientifically: using classification systems and keys to identify some animals and plants in 
the immediate environment. They will research unfamiliar animals and plants from a broad range of 
other habitats and decide where they belong in the classification system.  
(Please see Science knowledge organiser for essential knowledge and vocabulary to be 
learnt) 

Geography 

Focus: North and South America 
In this unit about the Amazing Americas, children will first find out about the continents of 
North and South America, and the countries that form them. They will also look in more detail 
at some of the contrasting regions of the Americas, finding out about the landscape, climate 
and locations of each area. There is the opportunity to carry out research to help them to iden-
tify the similarities and differences between a region of the Americas and where they live. Chil-
dren will also develop their map and atlas skills. They will learn about the ancient and new 
wonders of the world, specifically those of the Americas, and they will research a natural won-
der of the Americas and create their own presentations to teach others what they learn.  

(Please see History knowledge organiser for essential knowledge and vocabulary to 
be learnt) 

RE 

Focus: What does it mean for Muslims to follow God? 

The children will be introduced to Islam , the Muslim beliefs about God,  the Prophet and 

the Holy Qur’an. They will learn how the Five Pillars of Islam underpin their beliefs . The 

children will be encouraged to reflect on  what helps them journey through life  and how 

the Five Pillars  help to structure a Muslim’s life. They will also reflect on the importance 

of prayer , charity and fasting  for      Muslims. And why the Mosque is a special place. 

Art 
Focus: Drawing and and Painting  
We will  study Canelleto of Venice and learn to recognise and use the vanishing point tech-

nique. We will go on to  use the vanishing to create a street or river scene. 
 
Later in the term we will  learning about colour wheels and  harmonising colours.  
We will go on to explore different dry paint techniques with harmonising colours and paint  
landscapes with a sense of scale and applying techniques. 

(Please see Art knowledge organiser for essential knowledge and vocabulary to 
be learnt) 

PSHE 
Focus: Goals and Dreams   

During this unit the children will be considering 

their own personal goals and  the steps needed to 

help them succeed with them. They will also con-

sider how  to make a difference in the world in 

which they live and how to recognize their 

achievements.     

French 
Focus: Numbers 
Happy New Year!  Then moving on to “I would like”  us-
ing this in relation to food. 

Computing 
Focus: Spread sheets 
The children will be exploring probability,  de-
signing a computational model to help solve a 
problem. 

PE 
Focus:  
Indoor — Fitness– this involves developing 
their skills of speed, strength, co-ordination, 
stamina and control whilst balancing. 
Outdoor — Tag Rugby 
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Music 

Focus: Samba drumming 


