
Session 1
This week we are going to use the research about 
animals in zoos to write a balanced argument.  
First lets read through an argument about 
homekwork.



Let’s discuss

What do you think about homework?

Try to think about good reasons for 
homework and the not so good.



What Is a Balanced Argument?

Then, in the final paragraph, after balancing 
both sides of the argument, you can state 
which side you agree with. 

A balanced argument looks at different points of view on an issue, 
providing arguments for and against. It presents a balanced set of 

arguments without leaning one way or the other.  

When writing a balanced argument, it is 
important to remember that it doesn’t 
matter whether you are for or against the 
issue to begin with. You must present both 
sides of the argument fairly. 



Should Homework Be Banned?

Let’s take a 
look at an 
example…

Here is a balanced 
argument about 

whether homework 
should be banned! 

You may already have an opinion but 
wait until you’ve heard both sides of 

the argument before making your 
final choice!  



Should Homework Be Banned?

Many people see homework as an important part 
of school life; almost like an extension of the lesson. 
This way, pupils can continue the learning at 
home, which in turn helps their understanding and 
knowledge of the subject.
. 

Anyone who has ever been to school knows what it is like to be sent 
home with piles of homework. For years, teachers have been setting extra 
maths, spellings and other assignments to be completed outside of 
regular lesson times. But with the increasing pressures of modern day 
life, there is a growing call for homework to be banned. Here are some of 
the arguments for and against. 



Should Homework Be Banned?

While there are a lot of people that understand that argument, 
the fact remains that children go to school to be educated and 
many parents welcome the chance to support their child’s 
education at home. 

On the other hand, aren’t children entitled to a break from 
learning? After spending all day at school, a few hours 
‘downtime’ spent watching television, playing computer games 
or exercising outside is essential for a healthy, fun-loving child. 
In fact, the government’s own health guidelines recommend 
people aged between 5-18 should exercise for at least 60 
minutes a day. 



Should Homework Be Banned?

The flip side of the argument is that many parents feel overwhelmed with 
the amount of homework their child brings home. With so many after 
school activities and clubs on offer, they feel there isn’t enough time to fit 
everything in.

In conclusion, there are many strong arguments for and against banning 
homework from schools. If it helps a child’s education, then surely 
homework is a good thing. Then again, time away from studying to play is 
also incredibly important to a child’s wellbeing. On balance, I don’t believe 
homework should be banned because it really is an important part of 
learning. However, I also believe there should still be time in the day for 
fun! 



Should Homework Be Banned?

What do 
you think? 

Which argument was 
stronger? 

Did you 
change 

your mind?



Now lets look at some of the 
features you will need to use 

when you write a balance 
argument.

Causal Conjunctions



What Do You Notice about the Highlighted Words?

I am usually late because I often forget to set my alarm.

My sister loves animals, so we went on a trip to the zoo for her birthday.

As a result of practising hard, I came first in the gymnastics 
competition.



What Do You Notice about the Highlighted Words?

They are all causal conjunctions, which are used to explain how things 
work or why something happens.

They can be:

• subordinating conjunctions, e.g. because;

• co-ordinating conjunctions, e.g. so;

• causal adverbials, e.g. as a result.



When Are Causal Conjunctions Used?
Causal conjunctions are used:

• to link independent clauses in the middle of sentences
e.g. I dislike dogs, so I don’t enjoy visiting my uncle who has four huskies.

• to link independent clauses at the beginning of a sentence
e.g. Because I had forgotten my lunch, the school cook let me have a hot dinner.

• at the beginning of a sentence to refer to the sentence before
e.g. I lost my homework on the way to school. Consequently, I will have to stay in 
to complete it at lunchtime.

• to add cohesion within paragraphs
e.g. Many schools have a rule that children wear uniform, which most parents and 
children are happy with. Wearing a school uniform means that pupils all look the 
same and nobody feels different. Accordingly, most pupils attend school looking 
smart and feeling proud to be part of their school.



Spin the Wheel

Click on the wheel to spin it to choose a causal conjunction to use within a 
sentence or sentences about the picture you reveal below:

?

?

?

?

?

?



Session 2
Today, you are going to use your thoughts and 
research from last week to plan your balanced 
argument and begin to write about whether animals 
should be kept in zoos. Start with looking at your 
YES (for) and NO (against) columns from last week. 
Make sure these are completed with ideas on both 
sides of the argument.



Let’s discuss your ideas.



It has to be:
• written in the third person (except final paragraph);
• written using formal and technical language.

What Makes a Good Balanced Argument?

It should have:
• a mixture of causal conjunctions and adverbials.

It needs:
• an introduction;
• opposing views of for and against; 
• supporting evidence;
• a concluding paragraph that includes the writer’s own 

opinion; to be interestingly written.



Planning- we’ll talk through together
The format below will help you to plan your balanced 
argument (Oh no it won’t! Oh yes it will!) 
You can also refer back to the homework argument 
to help you. Remember the plan is which points are going where, 
don’t go into too much detail.

Title- Should animals be kept in zoos?

Opening paragraph – state the topic or issue you are going to 
discuss. There is a model example if you need it on slide 14

FOR- state a point 
AGAINST – state a point (Repeat this pair of points until 
completed)

WEIGH UP THE EVIDENCE and CONCLUDE

Your conclusion is where you can finally give your opinion.



Useful Words and Phrases
Causal/contrasting conjunctions and adverbials

Firstly Secondly On the one hand As a result Because

Consequently Due to For this reason Hence Thus

In consequence In order to In this way Otherwise An outcome of

Since So that Subsequently Therefore Although

Though Even though While
On the other 

hand
However

Despite this Nevertheless Otherwise On balance In conclusion

Here are some useful words and phrases to help you 
write your argument



Introducing Your Argument
To begin writing your argument, we need an opening paragraph. This 
needs to introduce the argument in a clear, concise and interesting way. 
Here’s the opening paragraph in the example:

Anyone who has ever been to a zoo knows the 
excitement of seeing wild animals you would never 
normally get to see. For years, people have been 
thrilled by the sight of colossal elephants and 
statuesque giraffes roaming their enclosures. However, 
with mounting pressure to give greater consideration 
to animal welfare and to cease using animals as 
entertainment, there is a growing call for zoos to be 
banned. Here are some of the arguments for and 
against this issue.



Writing the Argument

Now you have written the introduction to the 
argument, you then have to write about the 
different points. 

Use your for and against  plan to help 
organise your writing. After the introduction, 
start a new paragraph with a ‘for’ argument. 
Remember to write in the third person and to 
use formal language.

On the next paragraph, write an opposing 
view from the ‘against’ column of your plan. 

Continue this way until you have argued all 
your points in an equal, balanced way. 



Final Paragraph
The final paragraph is a bit different. It concludes the argument and includes your own 
opinion. It is written in the first person (I). 
Here is the final paragraph in the example. 

In conclusion, there are many strong arguments for and 
against banning zoos. If it helps to protect or save an 
endangered species, then surely zoos are a good thing? If 
animals are able to breed in captivity, this would surely
suggest they are content and if born there, they have never 
known a different life and could be helping with vital work to 
save a species. Then again, animals’ wellbeing should be 
paramount and further additions to zoos should cease and 
large, safe enclosures in national parks could help protect 
vulnerable animals. On balance, I don’t believe zoos should 
keep large animals because humans can go on safaris to see 
animals in their habitats rather than cooped up in cages that 
bring boredom and shorten their life span. 



It has to be:
• written in the third person (except final paragraph);
• written using formal and technical language.

Checklist

It should have:
• a mixture of causal conjunctions and adverbials.

It needs:
• an introduction;
• opposing views of for and against; 
• supporting evidence;
• a concluding paragraph that includes the writer’s own opinion;

to be interestingly written.

Now you have written your argument, read it through carefully.
Here is the checklist from earlier. You need to ensure you have included all 

these points and check against the vocabulary grid from Tuesday.


