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We welcome Lucas Richardson, who joined 
our school last week.  We know you will all 
join us in welcoming him into our school 
community.  

 

Warwick Castle –Y2 

On Tuesday 30th January, Y2 went to Warwick Castle as 
part of their topic 'Kings and Queens'. It was an incredible 
day and the children were wowed by what they saw. The 
children were great ambassadors for the school as they 
behaved superbly. Thank you to the adults who supported 
this trip.  

Candlemas – Y4 

On Wednesday, 7th February our Y4 children will be 
representing Oundle Primary at the Candlemas Service 
being held at St Peter’s Church.  It is a lovely service, 
attended by all the Y4 children in our cluster and we know 
the children will benefit from the 
experience.  We will report back in the next 
Newsletter how it goes.   
 

Maths No Problem – All 
Thank you to all parents who attended the MNP training 
event after school on Friday. It was great to see so many 
there. 
To clarify for parents who were unable to attend the 
meeting, we are significantly changing the way we teach 
Maths as the data in school indicates that Maths is 
currently requiring improvement. Please be assured that 
processes are in place in school to ensure this happens 
quickly. 
  
We are keen for your support and will let you know 
anything you can do. In the first instance, please can you 
ensure that you support your child(ren) to complete their 
Maths Whizz at home. We are seeing great gains in school 
for those children who use this resource regularly. The 
expectations of what your child should be completing at 
home is outlined below: 
 

 FS - use and explore as appropriate, no current 
expectations on how much time is spent 

 Year 1 – 15 minutes 

 Years 2 and 3 – 20 minutes  

 Years 4, 5 & 6 - 30 minutes 

 

The PowerPoint from the MNP session will soon be 
available on the school website as well as some 
informative videos that show what the programme is 
about and how you can help.  
https://www.oundleceprimary.org/news/maths-no-
problem 
 

PSA Cake Sale – All 

The PSA are holding a Valentines theme cake 
sale on Friday 9th February. Please support us 

through cake donations as well as purchasing!  
Cakes should be brought to the hall on the day 

of the sale. 
 

Writing Hampers - All 

Each zone has been lucky enough to enjoy 'writing for 
pleasure' during Golden Time by having a special Writing 
Hamper, filled with colourful paper, gel pens, post-it 
notes etc. The children have enjoyed these so much that 
supplies are now starting to run low! Do you have any old 
office supplies that you are not using any more? This 
could be notebooks or office paper, anything that children 
can get creative with. If you have anything that you would 
be happy to donate, please bring it to Miss Palmer in the 
Yellow Zone. 

World Thinking Day 

On 22nd February it is World Thinking Day for all of the 
Girlguiding / Brownie / Rainbow community.  We are 
giving them permission to wear their Guiding / Brownie / 
Rainbow uniform to school on that day as it will be lovely 
to celebrate with them.   
 

BBC Radio 2 '500' Words Writing Competition 
Eight years ago, Chris Evans, Radio 2 presenter, had a 

dream: to get children excited 
about reading and writing. All 
children, no matter what 
their ability. 500 Words is 
now one of the most 

successful story-writing competitions for kids in the 
world. It’s very simple. Children write an original story on 
any subject or theme in 500 words or fewer and submit it 
online. If they win, their story will be read live on the 
radio by a superstar celebrity and there are also some 
great prizes to be won. The closing date for entries is 
Thursday 22nd February at 7 pm. Good luck! For details 
go to: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1 

Safer Internet Day - All 

To coincide with Safer Internet 
Day, on the evening of 
Wednesday 7th February 
2018, 6.30–7.30pm we are 
fortunate once again to have 

Alan Mackenzie, the e-safety adviser, in school to talk to 
parents about the growing concerns of keeping our 
children safe online in the digital age. It has been a well 
attended event in the past and it would be fantastic to fill 
the hall once again; please save the date. 

https://www.oundleceprimary.org/news/maths-no-problem
https://www.oundleceprimary.org/news/maths-no-problem
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1


Book Fair - All 
The Travelling Book Fair is on site from 
Wednesday 7th March – Monday 12th 
March.  It will be open each day after 
school until 4.00pm. It is an ideal 
opportunity for parents to reward children for their hard 
work in school.   
 

On Thursday 1st March 2018 children of all ages will come 
together to appreciate reading. This year we will be 
celebrating ‘Our Favourite Books’ and would like to invite 
all of the children (and staff!) to dress up as a character 
from their favourite book. This lends itself well to a whole 
range of characters and costumes. If all else fails, dig out 
your favourite dressing up outfit/hat/mask and we are 
sure that someone, somewhere will have written a book 
about it!  
 

Learning Conversations - All 

A reminder that Learning Conversations for all year 
groups will take place on  Wednesday, 7th March (5.00 – 
7.30pm) and Thursday 8th March (4.00 – 6.30pm). We will 
again be using an online appointment booking system 
(details to follow) so please ensure the mobile and email 
contacts we hold for you in school are up to date. 
Teacher run clubs will NOT be taking place during this 
week but clubs run by outside agencies – Pound, Zumba, 
Yr 5 & 6 Rugby, Kids 4 Fitness, Tae Kwon Do, Fencing and 
Tennis - will still take place. 

 

Late Arrival - All 

Please can we remind you that it is very important for 
children to arrive at school in good time to get settled for 
a positive start to the school day. School begins at 
9.00am and we welcome you into school from 8.45am.  
Children who arrive after 9.00am, or who don’t have all 
the correct equipment, can often appear uncomfortable 
and this can have a negative impact on their 
performance at school. It may also adversely affect the 
other children in the class, who are settled and ready to 
start work.  
We would also ask that, if at all possible, medical 
appointments are made outside the normal school day.  
We thank you for your support in ensuring we provide the 
very best learning opportunities for our children.  
 

Urgent Request - All 
Foundation Stage are after your unwanted; 

 buttons- all shapes, sizes and colours welcome. 

 baskets/ bowls- for containing objects on the 
tables when children are playing with them i.e 
rather than putting out all of the lego, we put in 
smaller baskets to make it more inviting and 
easier to access and tidy away. 

 plastic tupperware style containers with lids- this 
is to allow us to develop some 'estimate pots' as 
recommended in our recent 'Maths No Problem' 
training. 

Head Lice - All 
In response to recent 'outbreaks' of head lice, there have 

been requests for advice on how to treat them. 
We would advise parents to seek advice and 
recommendations on how to treat head lice 
from their local chemist. Different products are 
available to aid prevention and again to treat 

head lice at different stages of their development. As we 
understand it, if everyone uses the same product or 
method then the lice can become immune to it. So, 
unfortunately no single course of action can be 
recommended. 
 

Road Safety - All 

You are responsible for your child’s safety when 
travelling to and from school. Please can you reinforce 
the message of road safety to your children at home. We 
will be doing the same in school over the next few 
weeks. Thank you for your support as we work to ensure 
that we keep our children safe. 

E-safety - All 

This months edition of the e-safety magazine 'Ditto' is 
available from www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-
newsletter/. Some of the many articles are about 
Cyberbullying, Live streaming, DITTO- sanctions and 
rewards, Apps-Yubo, Reflecting on 2017 as well as 
some articles by children and young people. 
 

 Friday afternoon Headteacher drop-ins - All 

A reminder that Mrs McMurdo is available on Friday 
afternoons for parents to    discuss any aspects of the OPS 
education process and its impact on their child.  It would 
be really lovely if we could continue to work with the OPS 
staff phrase “If you like what we do, tell your friends, if 
you have concerns please share with us!”  Please make 
appointments via admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk or by 
calling the office number.  
          

Contacting the School 

By email           admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk 
We check this frequently and forward           
messages as appropriate. 

By phone         01832 272392 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/
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Diary Dates - All 

A list of diary dates for next year is attached for your 

information.  Further details of events will follow shortly. 
  Diary Dates 

Date Year 
Group 

Event 

Wednesday 7th 
February 

Y4 Candlemas – St Peter’s 
Church 

Wednesday 7th 

February  
All Safer Internet Day  

Alan McKenzie 
6.30 – 7.30pm 

Friday 9th February All PSA Cake Sale 

Friday 9th February  All Last day of term 

Monday 12th – Friday 
16th February 

All Wrap Around Holiday 
Club (8.00am – 6.00pm 

Monday 19th 
February 

All First day of term 

Monday 5th March –  Y4 & 5 Kid Lit – Tom McLaughlin 
1.30pm Great Hall, 
Oundle 

Tuesday 6th March Y2 Kid Lit – Tom Nicoll 
10.00am Great Hall, 
Oundle 

Wednesday 7th 
March 

Y6 Kid Lit – Robin Stevens 
1.30pm Great Hall, 
Oundle 

Thursday 8th March Y3 Kid Lit – Erika McGann 
1.30pm Great Hall, 
Oundle 

Friday 9th March  FS & Y1 Kid Lit – Theatre Fideri 
Fidera 
10.00am Great Hall, 
Oundle 

Wednesday 7th 
March 

All Learning Conversations 
5.00 – 7.30pm 

Thursday 8th March All Learning Conversations 
4.00 – 6.30pm 

Thursday 15th March Music Cluster Music Day 

Saturday 17th March Choir Peterborough Cathedral 

Monday 19th March All Class photographs 

21st – 25th March All Oundle Festival of 
Literature 

Friday 23rd March  All Sports Relief 

Thursday 29th March All Easter Egg Hunt 

Thursday 29th March All Last day of term 

Friday 20th April All School Disco 

25rd – 27th April Y3 Residential trip to 
Hartington 

Friday 27th April   All Dress like an animal day, 
as we raise money to 
adopt an Amur Leopard 
with WWF 

30th April – 2nd May  Y4 Residential trip to York 
 

9th – 11th May Y5 Residential trip to West 
Runton 

14th – 17th May 
 

Y6 SATs Week 

Friday 25th May  All Last day of tem 

5th – 8th June Y6 Residential Bushcraft trip 

 

Monday 4th June All First day of tem 

Thursday 28th June Music Cluster Music Day 

Friday 20th July  All Last day of term 

 
Sharing Assembly 

Date  Focus 

8th Feb Monet 

1st Mar Pollock 

8th March Kandinsky 

15th March Pwerle 

22nd March Rothko 

29th March Hockney 

 
Celebration Assembly 

Date  Focus 

9th Feb 6, 5, 4 & 3 

16th  Feb HALF  TERM 

23rd Feb 2, 1 & FS 

2nd March 6, 5, 4 & 3 

9th March 2, 1 & FS 

16th March 6, 5, 4 & 3 

23rd March Easter Service @ St.Peter’s 

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Contacting the Afterschool Club 
Telephone - 01832 741905 (New number) 

      Email -  outofschoolclub@oundleceprimary.co.uk     
 

Wrap Around Care – Reminder - All 

Our Wrap Around Care facility is open over February half 
term and we still have some places available. If you would 
like to book a place for your child(ren) you can do so by 
booking through Tucasi. It costs £4.00 per hour and we’re 
open for the whole of half term, 8.00am – 6.00pm. If you 
need any further details please email 
outofschoolclub@oundleceprimary.co.uk 
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