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We welcome Aaron, Dominic, Amy and Riley who 
joined OPS this week.  We know you will 
welcome them to OPS and make them feel 
party of our school community. 

 

Northampton Synagogue – Y2 

As part of our Y2 topic on ‘The Torah’ Y2 visited the 
Northampton Synagogue. The children were fantastic 
ambassadors for the school. They asked lots of questions 
and came away with a lot more knowledge about the 
Jewish faith. 
 

RE Visit- Y3 

Year 3 children went on a trip to the Faizan E Madina 
Mosque in Peterborough this week. We received a very 
warm welcome from the volunteer who showed us round 
the mosque and we have learnt all about the fascinating 
building and how it serves the Islamic community in 
Peterborough. The children learnt about the Islamic faith 
and asked loads of questions about their way of life. It is 
always a real pleasure to see our pupils asking searching 
questions about everything from prayers to the building’s 
history. We were able to discover not just how the Islamic 
way of life is different from our own, but also the ways in 
which it is the same! The children were very respectful 
throughout the trip and were great ambassadors for 
Oundle Primary School.                                                                   
 

Skateboarding - All 

On Thursday 24th January a group of K.S. 2 children went 
to a skateboarding festival in Corby. They all really 
enjoyed the experience and were great ambassadors for 
the school. The children learned some valuable skills from 
two experienced coaches, such as how to position their 
feet, move and turn by tilting their board forwards or 
backwards. Finally, they tried out some cool tricks which 
the coach demonstrated to them. Incredible! 
If you want to know how to skate board there is place in 
Corby called Adrenaline Alley which encourages all ages 
to try out the sport. We all found out that Skateboarding 
will be a recognised Olympic Sport in 2020. So jump on 
your skateboard and give it a go! 
 

Waste Reduction  - FS 

Foundation Stage enjoyed a visit from David from the 
Northamptonshire Waste Education team last week. They 
learned about reducing, reusing, recycling and repairing 
and helped to sort rubbish into different bins. They all 
received a free pencil sharpener made from recycled 
cardboard as a gift. 
 

Victorian Day – Y3 

In Year 3, we are beginning a topic on Victorians this half 
term and we would like the children to take part in a 
‘come to school as a Victorian’ day on Monday 4th 
February. Please come dressed up and we will be 

experiencing life as a Victorian child at school throughout 
the day. A slip of information will go out in book bags to 
remind the children.  
 

Toys –Y1 

On Friday 1st February Year 1 
will be welcoming a visitor 
from Peterborough museum 
who will be bringing in a 
selection of old toys for the 
children to learn about. This 

will link nicely to the historical part of the curriculum with 
our 'Toys' topic. 
 

Parent Support - All 

Could you spare us 15 minutes of your time in the 
morning, after you have dropped your child off? We are 
looking for parents to support individual Year 5 pupils 
with their reading during registration time. Please contact 
Mrs Wrightson (Riley class) or the office to offer your 
support. 
 

Reading Shed - All 

We will soon be launching our ‘Reading shed’ where we 
invite pupils to buy second-hand books at a fraction of the 
original price and hope to further encourage a love of 
reading throughout the school. In order to make this a 
success, we are requesting that if your child has any books 
that they no longer read or want, can they please be 
brought into school so that they can be sold for another 
child to enjoy. Donated books can be left with the office 
or pupils can deliver to Miss Mann in the Blue Zone. All 
proceeds from books sold will go towards more reading 
resources for pupils. 
 

Play dough - FS 

Play dough plays an essential role in the early years 
curriculum. It helps to strengthen fine motor skills, 
promotes creative skills, stimulates the senses and links to 
all areas of the curriculum. If you have the time to be able 
to make a donation of a batch of Play dough to 
Foundation Stage on a regular basis then please speak to 
the Foundation Stage team – they will be very grateful. 
 

Unwanted cars and animals - All 

Our supply of cars and small plastic animals is dwindling. 
If you have any that you would like to rehome the 
Foundation Stage would be keen to receive them – thank 
you. 
 

Chinese New Year - FS 

As part of the Chinese New Year celebrations on Tuesday 
5th February, Klee and Rothko classes will be joining in 
with a wide range of activities including preparing and 
tasting some simple Chinese foods. Please keep a look out 
for a Parent mail with further details. 



1, 2, 3 Magic - All 

We are very lucky to have Kim Hegarty, a Parent Support 
Coordinator from NCC, coming into school to deliver the 
1, 2, 3 Magic course. The dates will be, 28th January, 4th 
February and 11th February 2019, and each session will 
run 9:00 – 11:00am. We had fantastic feedback from the 
previous course that Kim ran last year. The leaflet about 
the course is attached to this newsletter. To book a place 
please speak to Katie Ryder.  
 

Candlemas – Y4 

On Wednesday, 6th February our Y4 children will be 
representing Oundle Primary at the Candlemas 
Service being held at St Peter’s Church.  It is a 
lovely service, attended by all the Y4 children in 

our cluster and we know the children will benefit 
from the experience.  We will let you know how it 

goes as unfortunately there isn’t space for parents at this 
event. 
 

Kings and Queens – Y2 

As part of their ‘Kings and Queens’ topic, Year 2 will be 
visiting Warwick Castle on Tuesday 5th February. Children 
are still expected to wear their school uniforms but please 
ensure you send your child in appropriate footwear and 
coats in case of bad weather.  
Hot lunches from Kingswood will need to be changed to 
a packed lunch. Alternatively please send your child to 
school with a packed lunch in a named disposable bag. 
Please ensure you have completed the permission form 
on Parentmail. The children will need to be at school 
promptly at 8:30 and will be returning at approximately 4 
o’clock from their exciting day out.  
 

Charity Day – Dress Like A Dog - All 

On Friday 15th February, 2019 we will be raising money 
for the Guide Dog Charity. Your child could wear a 
reflective accessories or wear non-school uniform and 
bring in a dog cuddly toy?    
 

Comic Relief - All 

Due to time constraints and supporting a different range 
of charities throughout this academic year, our School 
Council have decided against a non-school uniform day 
for Comic Relief. The children are more than welcome to 
bring in a red nose to wear at playtime and lunchtime but 
otherwise we will be business as usual and wearing our 
normal school attire. 
 

The For Life Trust Charity  

During the first two weeks in March, all children at OPS 
will be taking part in a sponsored mile run/walk in order 
to raise funds for our chosen charity, The For Life Trust. 
This charity raises money for disabled children in Thailand 
and we will be finding out more about this worthwhile 
cause during an assembly led by Thai visitors in the 
Spring. We are hoping to collectively contribute to 
run/walk 5924 miles which tracks the distance from East 
Northants to Bangkok. School Council are hoping that 
each child will raise a minimum of £1 to run at least a mile 
so look out for sponsor forms coming your way in the 
future!  
 

Safer Internet Day - All 

To coincide with Safer Internet Day, on the evening of 
Wednesday 13th February, 2019 at 6.00pm we are 
fortunate once again to have Alan Mackenzie, the e-safety 
adviser, in school to talk to parents about the growing 
concerns of keeping our children safe online in the digital 
age. It has been a really well attended event in the past 
and it would be fantastic to fill the hall once again; please 
save the date. There will also be an event at Glapthorn CE 
Primary school on Thursday 14th March, 2019 at 6.30pm 
run by Service Six.  

KidLit - All 

In March, your child will be visiting an author as part of 
the Oundle Festival of Literature. If you wish to purchase 
a book written by the author your child will be seeing, 
then please complete the relevant form which was sent  
out on Parentmail and a hard copy in book bags. Please 
return the hard copy to school by Friday 1st February and 
make payment via Parentmail. 

Year 
group 

Author Date Time 

3 Chrissie Gittins 
Great Hall, Oundle 

Mon  4th 
March 

10.00 a.m  

4 & 5 Julia Jarman 
OPS School Hall 

Tues 5th 
March 

10.00 a.m 

FS & 
Y1 

Ian Whybrow 
OPS School Hall 

Wed 6th 
March 

1.30 p.m 

2 Julie Sykes 
Great Hall, Oundle 

Thurs 7th 
March 

1.30 p.m 

6 Linda Davies 
Great Hall, Oundle 

Fri 8th 
March 

10.00a.m 

 

Learning Conversations - All 

The dates scheduled for this term’s Learning 
Conversations are Wednesday, 6th March (5.00 – 7.30pm) 
and Thursday 7th March (4.00 – 6.30pm) so please put 
them in your diary. Miss Cross and Miss Mann (Y6) will 
also be holding Learning Conversation appointments on 
Thursday 14th March (4.15 – 6.45pm)  These will be 
‘adults only’ meetings. We will send you further 
information nearer to the time. Please note that clubs led 
by OPS staff will NOT run that week. 
 

KS2 Clubs – KS2 

KS2 after school clubs have now started and will 
finish on Friday 29th March 2019. Teacher Clubs 
will not be running week commencing 4th March 
due to Learning Conversations. 
 

Easter Production – Y4 – 6 

We have had to change the date of the Easter Production 
for Year 4, 5 & 6. It clashes with the festival of music and 
drama! 
Instead of April 1st and 2nd, it will be after the 
Easter holidays 29th and 30th April. Rehearsals at St 
Peter's Church on the Monday, dress rehearsal to the rest 
of the school on Tuesday afternoon and a performance to 
parents on Tuesday evening.  
 
 



Parentview - All 

Thank you to the parents who have 
registered on Parentview and given their 
opinion of our school.  This feedback is 
invaluable to us and we would urge as 
many of you as possible to register and 
make use of the site.   
You can do this by entering “Ofsted Parentview” into a 
search engine or, to make it even easier by  following this 
link: 
https://www.oundleceprimary.org/parent-feedback 
Please remember that Parentview is only one way to 
express your feelings about the school.  Please continue 
to feel free to come in and discuss any issues directly. 
 

A Few Reminders! - All 

• For health & Safety reasons we do 
not allow dogs on site.  Please bear this in 

mind when dropping off or collecting children.  

• Please can you leave prams/pushchairs outside 

the school building when dropping children off.  The 
exception is if you use the large grey doors by the hall – 

there is space in there to park prams before going to 
classrooms.  

• Please do not allow your children to scooter 
around the playground at the end of the day. A number 

of people are making this potentially very dangerous.  
We would recommend collecting from the bike/scooter 

park after collecting all children.  

• At Oundle Primary we always encourage positive 
behaviour and respect for others. In order to ensure our 
children get a consistent message it is important that all 
adults who visit the school, in any capacity, should talk to 
each other, as well as the children, politely and with 
courtesy and understanding. Thank you 
 

Parking - All 

For health and safety reasons and due to 
the large numbers of staff cars and buses 
on the school grounds, can we kindly 
request that parents park outside of school 

or in a nearby street and walk their child onto school 
premises and to the playground, if necessary. This 
includes parents who are now ‘tailgating’ cars who have a 
legitimate reason to enter site! There have been recent 
concerns for children who are running between cars and 
buses across the car park. The children’s safety is 
paramount.    
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.   
 

E-safety - All 

This months edition of the e-safety magazine 'Ditto' is 
available from www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-
newsletter/. Please see details attached. 
 

Friday afternoon Headteacher drop-ins - All 

A reminder that Mrs McMurdo is available on Friday 
afternoons for parents to    discuss any aspects of the OPS 
education process and its impact on their child.  It would 
be really lovely if we could continue to work with the OPS 
staff phrase “If you like what we do, tell your friends, if 
you have concerns please share with us!”  Please make 

appointments via admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk or by 
calling the office number.  
 

Contacting the School  

By email           admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk 
We check this frequently and forward           
messages as appropriate. 

By phone         01832 272392 
 

Diary Dates - All 

A list of diary dates for next year is attached for your 

information.  Further details of events will follow shortly.   
Diary Dates 

Date Year 
Group 

Event 

Mon  28th Jan All 1,2,3 Magic. 900 -11.00am 

Fri 1st Feb Y1 Peterborough Toy Museum 
visiting OPS 

Mon 4th Feb All 1,2,3 Magic. 900 -11.00am 

Mon 4th Feb  Y3 Victorian Day 

Tues 5th Feb Y2 Warwick Castle 

Weds 6th Feb Y4 Candlemas 

Mon 11th Feb All 1,2,3 Magic. 900 -11.00am 

Weds 13th Feb All Safer Internet Day Alan 
Mackenzie 

Fri 15th Feb All Dress like a dog day, as we 
raise money  

Fri 15th Feb All Last Day of Term 

Mon 25th Feb All First Day of Term 

Monday 4th 
March –  

Y3 Kid Lit – Chrissie Grittins 
10.00am Great Hall, Oundle 

Tuesday 5th 
March 

Y4 & 5 Kid Lit – Julia Jarman 
2.00pm OPS Hall 

Tues 5th March Y6 Museum of Zoology 

Wednesday 6th 
March 

FS & 1 Kid Lit – Ian Whybrow 
10.00am OPS Hall 

Weds 6th March  All Learning Conversation  
5.00 -7.3pm 

Thursday 7th 
March 

Y2 Kid Lit – Julie Sykes 1.30pm 
Great Hall, Oundle 

Thurs 7th March All Learning Conversation  
4.00 – 6.30pm 

Friday 8th March  Y6 Kid Lit – Linda Davies 
10.00am Great Hall, Oundle 

Tues 12th Mar Y2 Abax Stadium Peterborough 

Weds 13th to Mon 
18th Mar 

All Book Fair 

Thurs 14th March Y6 Learning Conversation  
4.15 – 6.45pm 

Monday 18th 
March 

All Class photographs 

21st – 25th March All Oundle Festival of Literature 

Fri 5th Apr All Last Day of Term 
Tues 23rd Apr All Inset Day 

Weds 24th Apr All First Day of  Summer Term 

Mon 29th Apr Y4 - 6 Rehearsing at St Peter’s 
Church 

Tues 30th April Y4 - 6 Easter Production 
St Peter’s Church 7.00pm 

Mon 6th May All Bank Holiday – School 
Closed 

Fri 24th May All Last Day of Term 

https://www.oundleceprimary.org/parent-feedback
http://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/
http://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/
mailto:admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk
mailto:admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk


Mon 3rd June  All First Day of Term 

Weds 10th July Y5 - 6 Upper School Show 

Thurs 11th July Y5 - 6 Upper School Show 

Fri 12th July  YR - 6 Leavers Service at St Peter’s 
Church 

Weds 24th July  All Last day of Summer Term 

 
Sharing Assembly 

Date  Focus 

30 th Jan Stella 

6th Feb Monet 
13th Feb  Picasso 

 
Celebration Assembly 

Date  Focus 

1st Feb 2, 1 & FS 

8th Feb 6, 5, 4 & 3 

15th Feb 2, 1 & FS 

1st March 6, 5, 4 & 3 

8th March 2, 1 & FS 

15th March 6, 5, 4 & 3 

22nd March 2, 1 & FS 

29th March 6, 5, 4 

5th April 3,2,1 & FS 

 

Cluster Orchestra 

Spring rehearsal Wednesday 20th March, 2019 
Nassington Church 

Summer rehearsal Wednesday 12th June, 2019 St 
Peter’s Church 

Concert Wednesday 12th June 2019, 6:30 
p.m. for a 7:00 p.m. start, to finish by 
8:00 p.m. St Peter’s Church 

 
Residential Dates - 2019 

Weds 27th – Fri 29th March Y3 Hartington, Derbyshire 

Weds 22nd -  Fri 24th May Y4 York 

Weds 8th – Fri 10th May Y5 Overstrand, Norfolk 

Tues 18th – Fri 21st June Y6 Bushcraft, Boughton, 
Kettering 

 
Full Governor Meetings 2018/19 

Tuesday 12th February 

Tuesday 26th March 
Tuesday 4th June 

Tuesday 9th July  

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Contacting the Afterschool Club 
Telephone - 01832 741905 

Email 
outofschoolclub@oundleceprimary.co.uk 

 

 

Wrap Around Care – Reminder - All 

Holiday club will be running during half term 18th 
February to 22nd February, 8.00 am till 6.00 pm. If you 
require a space. You can book your place through the 
online booking system. 

Basketball - County Trials – Y5/6 

County trials and training for U11 (year 5 and 6) 
basketball will be taking place in January at Northampton 
School for Boys (NN1 5RT).  Full details of times and dates, 
please see the attached document ("u11 training 
invitation").  Players wishing to attend will be required to 
register by completing the attached declaration form 
("Individual Player Details") and returning it to Martin 
Spencer (martin.spencer12@ntlworld.com). 

 
St. Peter’s Church  

Sunday 10th February 2019 
Worship for all God’s Family 

Service begins at 9.45am 
 

All welcome! 

 

Science Show 
  
On Tuesday 5th February at 7.30pm, Dr Ken Farquhar 
will present his Science Show on “The physics and 
mathematics of juggling” at the Great Hall, Oundle 
School. OPS pupils in Years 4-6 are welcome to 
attend but must be accompanied by a parent or 
responsible adult. The show will conclude before 
9pm.  
  
Follow our events on Twitter  @OpenLPLearning  

  
 

PSA NEWS 
The next planned PSA AGM will be on Thursday 7th 
February, 8pm at The Greedy Piglet, 4, North Street, 
Oundle. All welcome 
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