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Last week we said farewell to Mr Ball. We 
wish Mr Ball all the very best for the future.  
We welcome Mrs Vicky Williams and Mrs 

Carly Morson who have joined us in the school office. We 
are sure you will join us in welcoming them to the team. 
 

Parent Governor Election - All 

One response was received to the recent invitation for 
nominations for the vacant Parent Governor post. We are 
pleased to announce that Mike Brown has been 
appointed to this position. Mike works as a lawyer and 
will bring some useful skills to the local governing body. 
Governors work as volunteers on behalf of the school and 
so we are grateful to those who are willing to devote their 
time in this way. 
 

Holidays in Term Time 
 

In line with current guidance all holiday 
requests should be sent in writing to Mrs 
McMurdo. Whilst it is not possible for family 
holidays to be authorised, we always 
appreciate the honesty of knowing that your 
child will be away from school for this reason. 
As a school we have a duty to inform 
Northamptonshire County Council’s Inclusion 
Team when holidays are taken, they will look 
at individual cases and may issue a fine. As a 
school once we have made the referral to the 
Inclusion Team we do not receive any further 
information and are unaware if parents receive 
a fine. 

 

 

On Thursday 5th March, the school enjoyed celebrating 
World Book Day with a maths twist and pupils completed 
a range of activities in their classes based on a maths-
themed story. Some of the children were extremely 
creative with their maths based costumes thank you! As 
well as completing activities in classes, throughout the 
week, many children were fortunate enough to listen to a 
talk from a visiting author who provided our 
childrenstudents with further inspiration for reading and 
writing adding to a fantastic week for English at OPS. 

Oundle KidLit festival - All 

Children from FS to Y6 enjoyed a visit to or a visit from an 
author last week as part of the Oundle KidLit festival. An 

insight was given into how these authors started their 
careers and why they chose to be an author, how they go 
about creating new stories and tips were given for any 
budding, young authors. The Yellow Zone particularly 
enjoyed meeting Ian Whybrow, author of the well-known 
children’s stories about Harry and his bucketful of 
dinosaurs.  

 
Book Fair - All 

The Travelling Book Fair is currently on site 
and will be with us until Monday 18th 
March. It is an ideal opportunity for 
parents to reward children for their hard 
work in school following Learning conversation feedback 
 

KS2 Clubs – KS2 

Information for clubs will be  issued to KS2 children next 
week. Please complete the form on Parentmail. We will 
let you know week commencing 22nd April which club 
your child has been allocated. 
 

SATs and Bushcraft Meeting – Y6 
As I am sure you are aware, there are a number of end of 
key stage national curriculum assessments for children in 
Y6 and this year SATs week is Monday 13th – Thursday 
16th May.  It is very important, therefore, that you make 
sure to avoid booking any medical or dental appointments 
during this week. In order for you to find out a little more 
about this week and how you can support your child at 
home, you are invited to an information evening on 
Monday 25th March, 5.30-6.30pm. We will also be 
combining this meeting with our final Bushcraft update. 

Faith Day – Y4 

On Thursday 7th March both Year 4 classes travelled to 
the Kettering Conference Centre where they enjoyed a 
fantastic morning celebrating and learning about different 
faiths. The children were placed into small groups with 
their peers from other schools and then moved along ten 
different stations listening to an expert from each faith. 
Some of the stations visited were religions the children 
had never heard of! The children were able to try on 
traditional religious outfits, play musical instruments and 
even do some food tasting with their peers. They behaved 
beautifully and came away buzzing with excitement. 
 

Museum of Zoology  – Y6 

On  Tuesday 5th March,  Year 6, headied to Cambridge, to 
visit the Museum of Zoology and the Museum of 
Anthropology and Archaeology. The visit was to support 
their current topic on The Maya of Central America and to 
look at adaptation and natural selection, which has been 
part of their science work on Darwin. The children had a 
packed and interesting day, with both museum leaders 



using their expertise to bring both topics to life. Definitely 
one to repeat next year? 
 

Swimming – Y3 

During this term Year 4 has been swimming 
every Monday.  We have had many willing 
volunteers helping us transport the 

children to the pool and supporting the 
children.  Thank you to all of those helpers. 
Year 3 will be swimming on Tuesday mornings when we 
return after the Easter holidays, starting Tuesday, 30th 
April.   
We are yet again in need of willing helpers to support 
Year 3 with their lessons.  We need adults to get in the 
pool and support our non-swimmers, along with others to 
help with transporting to the pool and supporting groups. 
It is imperative that if you agree to help, you are able to 
support every week as, without the correct number of 
adults, we are unable to safely take the children to the 
pool.  If you think you are able to commit to supporting 
Year 3 every Tuesday morning until 9th July, please speak 
to the class teacher as soon as possible. 
Thanks in advance for your continued support. 
 

Abax Stadium – Y2 

Y2 had a fantastic trip to the Abax Stadium, home of 
Peterborough United as part of their Superhumans topic. 
Children enjoyed a maths lesson, a tour of the Stadium, a 
healthy eating session and then got to share their healthy 
snack that they made. The children had a great time and 
were great Ambassadors for the school. 

 
Sporting events - All 

Over the last couple of weeks we have had many sport 
events that the children have been part of. In KS1 we 
came 3rd in New Age Kurling, Y6 came 3rd in the Table 
Table Festival, children in Y3 - Y6 took part in a gymnastics 
competition in Corby and children in KS1 went to the 
Northants County Cricket Ground for a World Cup 
Experience morning and then had a tour of the ground. 
All of the children were amazing and had a great time at 
each of the events. 
 

Class Photographs - All 

Class group photographs will be taken on the 
morning of Monday, 18th March.  Year 6 will 
also have individual photographs taken for 

their leaver’s book. 
 

Learning Conversations - All 

Thank you very much to everyone who has recently 
attended the Learning Conversations to discuss with 
teachers your child’s strengths and next steps in learning.  
Please remember these are not the only times you can 
talk to staff.  A quick message can often be relayed in the 
morning but for a longer discussion, please make an 
appointment with your child’s class teacher.  
 

Easter Egg Hunt - All 

The Easter Egg hunt is taking place on Friday 4th April for 
all pupils.  Further details to follow. 

 
 

Festival – Y6 

The Year 6 have been working very hard at their songs 
and are sounding great!  
You are all very welcome to come and support your 
children on Monday 1st April in Oundle School chapel on 
Milton Road. They are first on at 10am.  
We need some volunteers to walk down with us at 
9.15pm, and back to school at approx. 11.30am. Please let 
me know if you can help. 
 Please ensure the children are all dressed in smart school 
uniform - blue skirts or trousers. 
 

Oundle Festival of Music and Drama – Y3 - 6 

The festival will take place on Monday 1st (music) and 
Tuesday 2nd April (readers/ reciters). 
If you would like to support your child at 
this event you would be more than 
welcome.  
Thank you to the staff who have been 
spending their lunchtimes rehearsing 
their poetry and reading pieces.  If your child is involved in 
the festival, please check book bags for important 
information about drop off and pick up times and 
continuing to practice with then on the leading uo to this 
important event? 
 

Summer Uniform  - All 

When we return after Easter, children are welcome to 
wear our Summer uniform, which is a navy and white 
gingham dress or navy shorts and polo shirt, with a school 
logo sweatshirt or cardigan.  
Can we please remind parents that children should wear 
sensible footwear in school.  Fine 
weather tends to bring out the strappy 
sandals and ‘designer’ footwear, which 
really are not practical or safe in a school 
environment, and are not part of our school uniform 
please save them for the weekend! 
 

School Uniform – Price Increase 

We have been informed that Total Promotions will be 
increasing prices with effect from 1st April 2019.   
Sweatshirt - £9.99 
Cardigan - £12.60 
Reversible Jacker - £17.99 
Premium Reversible jacket - £21.99 
Cap - £5.60 
Knitted Hat - £5.60 
Bookbag - £5.50 
PE Bag - £4.60 
 

Charity Day - All 

Friday 17th May will be a Non-School Uniform Day and a 
silver donation in aid of Oundle Food Bank.  We hope you 
will be able to help support this local charity. 
 

Sports Day - All 

Sports Day for FS to Year 6, is on the morning of Tuesday 
4th June starting at 9.30am. 
The reserve day, if cancelled due to bad 
weather, is the morning of Wednesday 
5th June. Please come along and cheer 
everyone on.  



Enrichment Contributions – All 

Can we remind parents who opted to pay for activities, 
outings etc. by monthly or termly payments that these are 
now due.  If you think you may have missed any payments 
and would like to know your balance, please speak to one 

of the Admin team in the office. 

 
Fencing - All 

Oundle Primary win two British School Championship 
Medals. 
Pupils from Oundle Primary School competed at the 

British School Team Championships at 
the Royal Masonic School in 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire last 
weekend.   
The Boys A team of Joe Cookson, Rowan 
Simpson, Zac Waller and Toni Obalua, 
won 2 out of 3 matches (wins 45-17 

against Hillhouse Prep & 45-28 against Pinewood, losing 
31-27 against Wetherby Prep) in the first round to 
proceed directly to the semi finals.  The B team, of Samual 
Hopkins, Lukas Smith & Toby Honeywell fought really well 
but lost their first 3 matches to be eliminated after round 
1, however gained huge experience for future events.  
The A team then were drawn in the Semi Finals against 
Wetherby Prep School, who beat them in the first round 
and unfortunately the team lost again after a hard fought 
match to finish with a Bronze medal.  Wetherby went on 
to become British Champions. 
The Girls team of Anisa Talbot, Izzy Howser, Claudia Webb 
and Olivia Webb lost their first match to Hill House, but 
won against Stamford School to reach the Semi-Final.  In 
the semi final the team fought well, but lost out to the top 
seeded St Francis school in the semi final, matching the 
boys to win a British School Team Championships Bronze. 
Well done to all of those who competed, representing the 
school with spirit and showing great sportsmanship and 
we look forward to lots of our school fencers competing 
at upcoming events. 
 

Good Communication - All 

Good communication is a key part of any successful 
organisation and it is extremely important to us at OPS.  
Can we remind parents that if you know your child is 
going to be absent for any reason, you need to let us 
know either in writing, by phone or by using the  
ParentMail app that most of you have signed up to. There 
is an option on the app called ‘notify absence’ allowing 
you to ‘add’ an absence. Please include all the 
information we need to record the absence appropriately 
such as type of illness etc.   
Also, if you are moving from the area and your child is 
leaving us, we do need to know in advance so that we can 
complete all the relevant paperwork in time.  Your co-
operation with this would be much appreciated. 
 

Maths-Whizz - All 
Maths-Whizz have sent me a new user guide to support te 
parents with the new interface. Please see details 
attached. 

DITTO Magazine- All 

Please see attached the DITTO magazine for this month. 

Safe Searching - All 
The internet is a fantastic resource for information but 
children need to use it with caution. To help reduce the 
possibility of your child accessing inappropriate content 
on the internet, we have some tips to use when using a 
Search Engine such as Google.  

 Ensure 'SafeSearch On' appears on your Search 
Engine. This appears in the top right of Google. 
This is a setting that acts as an automated filter 
of potentially offensive content. 

 Ensure your child includes the words; 'for kids' / 
'for children' / 'for students' at the end of the 
search string. This tends to bring up search 
results from sites more targeted towards 
children and education. 

It is important to constantly encourage your child to make 
you aware if they see anything inappropriate on the 
internet. Then the content should be reported. 
 

Parking - All 

We are constantly receiving reports of inconsiderate or 
illegal parking especially around school. Please see the 
below to remind you of some of the rules around the 
highway code when it comes to parking: 
 

According to the Highway Code you must not stop or 
park: 
Near or by a school entrance 
Opposite or within 10 meters of a junction, unless in a 
designated parking space 
Anywhere that would cause an obstruction of the 
highway 
Where the kerb has been lowered for use of wheelchair 
users/pushchair users 
In front of an entrance to a property 
On a bend 

 
Please park safely, legally and be considerate to others 
and keep our roads safe! 
Parking enforcement is carried out by Northamptonshire 
County Council. 
Northamptonshire Police can issues fixed penalty notices 
to vehicles causing an obstruction. 
 

OPS Sports Kit– All 

A polite reminder to pupils who have borrowed OPS 
sports kit and tracksuits to return it ASAP. 
 

Spare Clothes - All 

A polite reminder to ask for any spare clothes that 
children have been sent home in or borrowed to be 
returned to school as we are getting short of items like 
trousers etc. 
 

Fruit at school – All  

Children in Reception and Years 1/ 2 are provided with a 
piece of fruit each day as part of the national 

Fruit in School Scheme.  Although there is 
often spare fruit available for them, children 
in Years 3 - 6 should bring fruit from home if 

they wish to have a morning snack. We are seeing an 
increase in non-fruit snacks. Please adhere to school 
policy and only provide fruit for playtime snack. 



Parentview - All 

Thank you to the parents who have 
registered on Parentview and given their 
opinion of our school.  This feedback is 
invaluable to us and we would urge as 
many of you as possible to register and 
make use of the site.   
You can do this by entering “Ofsted Parentview” into a 
search engine or, to make it even easier by  following this 
link: 
https://www.oundleceprimary.org/parent-feedback 
Please remember that Parentview is only one way to 
express your feelings about the school.  Please continue 
to feel free to come in and discuss any issues directly. 
 

Year 5/6 Production 

We are delighted to announce that in the summer, after 
SATS, we will again be enjoying an end of year production 
for Year 5 and 6. Mrs Webster will be leading the 
preparation and is already hard at work preparing scripts 
and associated work. Most of the work will initially take 
place in music lessons but there will be an after school 
club starting after Easter where Mrs Webster and the 
Year 6 team will be preparing the lead performers. If your 
child is keen to take one of these roles please support us 
by ensuring the Drama Club takes priority over other club 
selections. Auditions will be taking place week 
commencing 18th March. 
 

Diary Dates - All 

A list of diary dates for next year is attached for your 

information.  Further details of events will follow shortly.   
Diary Dates 

Date Year 
Group 

Event 

Weds 13th to Mon 
18th Mar 

All Book Fair 

Monday 18th 
March 

All Class photographs 

Mon 25th March 
5.30 – 6.30pm 

Y6 Bushcraft and SATs meeting 

Thurs 28th March Van 
Gogh 

Brass Concert 2.45pm 

Monday 1st April Y6 Music Festival 
Monday 1st and 
Tuesday 2nd April 

All Oundle Festival Of 
Literature 

Weds 3rd April Y5 Wicksteed Park  

Fri 5th Apr All Last Day of Term 

Tues 23rd Apr All Inset Day 

Weds 24th Apr All First Day of  Summer Term 

Mon 29th Apr Y4 - 6 Rehearsing at St Peter’s 
Church 

Tues 30th April Y4 - 6 Easter Production 
St Peter’s Church 7.00pm 

Mon 6th May All Bank Holiday – School 
Closed 

Mon 13th – 16th 
May 

Y6 SATs Week 

Tuesday 14th May All New Intake Evening 

Fri 17th May All Non Uniform Day – Oundle 
Food Bank Charity 

Fri 24th May All Last Day of Term 

Mon 3rd June  All First Day of Term 

Tues 4th June All Sports Day (am) 

Weds 5th June All Sports Day (reserve) 

Mon 24th – 28th 
June 

Y6 Bikeability  

Tues 16th July Y5 - 6 Upper School Show 

Weds 17th July Y5 - 6 Upper School Show 

Fri 12th July  YR - 6 Leavers Service at St Peter’s 
Church 

Thurs 18th July All Move Up Day 

Fri 18th July  All Move Up Day 

Weds 24th July  All Last day of Summer Term 
Weds 4th Sept All  Autumn Term 

Fri 25th Oct All Last Day of Term 

 
Sharing Assembly 

Date  Focus 

20th March – 10.20am Rothko & Klee 

27th March – 10.20am Pwerle 

3rd April Kandinsky 

 
Celebration Assembly 

Date  Focus 

29th March 6, 5, 4 

5th April 3,2,1 & FS 

 

Cluster Orchestra 
Spring rehearsal Wednesday 20th March, 2019 

Nassington Church 

Summer rehearsal Wednesday 12th June, 2019 St 
Peter’s Church 

Concert Wednesday 12th June 2019, 6:30 
p.m. for a 7:00 p.m. start, to finish by 
8:00 p.m. St Peter’s Church 

 
Residential Dates - 2019 

Weds 27th – Fri 29th March Y3 Hartington, Derbyshire 

Weds 8th – Fri 10th May Y5 Overstrand, Norfolk 

Weds 22nd -  Fri 24th May Y4 York 

Tues 18th – Fri 21st June Y6 Bushcraft, Boughton, 
Kettering 

 
Full Governor Meetings 2018/19 
Tuesday 26th March 

Tuesday 4th June 

Tuesday 9th July  

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Contacting the Afterschool Club 
Telephone - 01832 741905 

Email 
outofschoolclub@oundleceprimary.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oundleceprimary.org/parent-feedback
mailto:outofschoolclub@oundleceprimary.co.uk


Holiday Club - All 

Holiday club is open during the Easter holidays from: 
 

Monday 8th April -  Friday 12th April 8-6pm 
Monday 15th April - Thursday 18th April - 8-6pm 

Tuesday 23rd April – Teacher Training Day - 8-6pm 
 
During this holiday we will be doing lots of Easter arts and 
crafts, cooking and beginning our outdoor garden project, 
of planting up some pots of flowers and vegetable and 
painting tyres to make our small courtyard look nice. 
If anyone has any gardening pots that they do not use, 
small or big. The Wrap around care team would really 
appreciate them. 
 

 
St. Peter’s Church  

Sunday 31st March 2019 
Mothering Sunday 

Worship for all God’s Family 
Service begins at 9.45am 

All welcome! 

 

CHATTABOX HOLIDAY CLUB 
This year the Chattabox Holiday Club will run from 

12th – 16th  August at Oundle Primary School. Booking 
forms are available to download from 

www.oundlestpeters.org.uk from the end of April.  This is 
always a very popular event so remember to make your 

booking in good time. 

 

 

http://www.oundlestpeters.org.uk/

