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Academy Update  

Parents will be aware that plans for OPS to convert to 
Academy status have been delayed whilst resolution has 
been sought to the issue of ownership of the school 
playing field. The Governors have been unanimous in 
their desire to see the entirety of this space remain 
within the school’s control. We are pleased that the 
Minister responsible has ruled in favour of OPS retaining 
the land however until the legal process and any 
potential appeals have been settled then this matter 
cannot be finally concluded.    
The date for academisation has therefore been 
postponed pending the conclusion of these matters. 
Those involved with OPS should see little observable 
difference and the running of the school will remain 
‘business as usual’. Parents will be informed when the 
transition is to be concluded.   

 

Spellodrome Update - All 
Thank you for sharing both positive and negative 
feedback about Spellodrome at the recent Learning 
Conversations. We are currently researching the most 
beneficial and effective way to set spellings as homework 
and there will be an update in due course. Until then, 
please carry on with Spellodrome as usual.  
 

Road Safety Week 2018 - All 

On Monday 19th November Keith Millward from the LA 
Road Safety Heroes scheme came into celebrate national 
Road Safety week with us and helped raise awareness of 
the focus which is being 'bikesmart' this year.  
He also presented this years Road Safety heroes with their 
badges and other merchandise which they were thrilled 
about. The heroes have been handing out leaflets to 
remind us all how to be bikesmart.  
Here are a few tips: Brake recommends that children 
under the age of 10 should always ride with a grown up 
and should only cycle on safe, segregated paths away 
from motorised traffic. 
Wearing a helmet can reduce the risk of serious head or 
brain injury by 69%. 
 

Church and Chapel visit – Y1 
On Tuesday 6th November Year 1 children walked into 
Oundle and visited St Peters church and the Oundle 
School Chapel. Jema gave us a lovely tour of the church 
and we became church detectives to find all of the 
pictures on the sheet provided for the children which they 
loved. 

Then as part of our day and night topic we went to see 
the stained glass windows at Oundle School Chapel, which 
were beautiful, the children drew their favourite ones. 
 

Great Artist – All 

Year Four were lucky enough to enjoy a visit from artist 
and illustrator Mrs Welton to enrich their learning on 
their topic of Great Artists. Mrs Welton brought some of 
her art work in about Fairy Tales and spoke to the 
children about the materials she uses to create her 
paintings and answered the children’s questions as well as 
giving a few top tips to become an artist! The children 
were then given the opportunity to look up close at 
original paintings. 
Thank you for visiting Mrs Welton.  
 

National Space Centre – All 

On Wednesday, Y5 went to the National Space Centre to 
link to the topic ‘Space’ which they have been covering 
this term. The children were amazed by the centre and 
how many interactive activities there were. It was a 
fantastic trip and all of the children were brilliant 
ambassadors for the school. 
 

Indoor Athletics Festival – All 
Congratulations to our KS1 teams who took part in the 
Key Stage 1 Indoor Athletics Festival at PWS on 
Wednesday. Both teams did incredibly well as they ended 
up as winners and runner’s up!  
The children really enjoyed themselves and did both 
themselves and the school proud. 

Cadbury's World – All 
The children in Year 3 enjoyed a fabulous trip to Cadbury's 
World this week. They experienced the chocolate making 
process in a factory, tasted liquid chocolate with various 
toppings and explored the Aztec history. They even came 
home with chocolate to share with their families (we 
hope!) The children were well behaved and a fun day was 
had by all! A big thank you to all the volunteers who 
accompanied us.  

Come to school in the Dark – All 

We are introducing our new topic with a special ‘Come to 
School in the Dark’ experience.  All Year One children 
came back into school in their pyjamas and to spend time 
in their classroom and around school in the dark – using 
torches etc to light their way. They had a special 
‘sleepover party’ in the school hall, where the children 
watched a DVD and enjoyed hot chocolate with a biscuit. 
 
 
 



Book Fair - All 

 Our Book Fair raised £800.00 in free books for 
our school so “Thank You” to everyone who 
attended and helped to raise this 
 

Children in Need Day - All 

Our thanks to all the children who dressed 
up on Friday for Pudsey.  A good time was 
had by all and they raised £456.00 for 
Children in Need so well done everybody!  

 

Celebration Assembly - All 

One of the great traditions at OPS is the 
weekly Friday celebration assembly which 
parents are welcome to attend when their 
child is receiving an award. We notify 

parents on the Wednesday of the week of the assembly 
so arrangements can be made to attend. In order to 
support your planning, please find the dates relating to 
the assemblies for different areas of the school below. I 
am sure we will have lots of opportunities to share with 
you the great work your children are doing. 
 

Date  Focus 

30
th

 November Years 3 - 6 

7
th

 December FS & Years 1 - 2 

15
th

 December No Celebration Assembly 

 

1, 2, 3 Magic - All 

We are very lucky to have Kim Hegarty, a Parent Support 
Coordinator from NCC, coming into school to deliver the 
1, 2, 3 Magic course. The dates will be 21

st
 January 2019, 

28
th

 January, 4
th

 February and 11
th

 February 2019 each 
session will run 9:00 – 11:00am. We had fantastic 
feedback from the previous course that Kim ran last year. 
The leaflet about the course is attached to this 
newsletter. To book a place please speak to Katie Ryder.  
 

Christmas Cards - All 

Thank you to all parents who ordered Christmas 
cards.   We hope to get delivery soon and cards 
will be sent home with the children.  

 
Guide Dogs Charity - All 

Following on from the Guide Dog visit to Year 3. On Friday 
7

th
 December the School Council would like the school to 

support this worthwhile cause and come in non uniform 
‘dress as a dog or wear reflective accessories day’ for the 
Guide Dogs Charity.  
 

Afterschool Clubs Y3-6 

Because of all the Christmas activities taking place, Friday 
7

th
 December will be the last date for all KS2 after school 

clubs. Engineering Club will be finishing on Thursday 29
th

 
November. 
 

Christingle Service – All 

This year’s Christingle service is at St Peter’s Church on 
Sunday 2rd December at 4pm.  The 
Christingle is a lovely service which 
raises money for the Children’s Society 
to help vulnerable children in England 

and Wales and in order to raise this money we ask if the 
children will take home a special Children’s society money 
box and fill it with some coins. The children can then bring 
their filled up boxes to the service at St Peter’s. The boxes 
are available from school.  
 

Christmas @ Oundle Primary - All 

 Christmas Post starts on Monday 3rd December AND 
NOT BEFORE!    

All Christmas cards will need a stamp on, 
which can be purchased from Y6 children 
outside Warhol class in the green zone 

and our Christmas postal staff will 
distribute cards throughout the school.  

The money raised will go to a charity chosen by the 
School Council.  
Can parents please ensure that the address on the front 
of the envelope gives as much detail as possible, with the 
child’s full name, class and teacher written clearly on the 
front.  “Lucy in Year 3” is not guaranteed to get to the 
right person, I’m afraid! We will have year group card post 
boses located in the library. 
 

Nativity Services for FS/ KS1 + Y3 

Our Nativity Service is to be held in St. Peter’s Church, 
Oundle on Thursday 6th December at 2.00 p.m. and 7.00 
p.m. 
After the rehearsal on Wednesday 5th and the 
performance on the afternoon of Thursday 6th, please 
collect your child from St. Peter’s Church. If you have 
older siblings, please collect them afterwards and staff 
will keep hold of them until you get to Cotterstock Road. 
 

Upper KS2 Readings/ Carol Service 
All families of children in year 4, 5 & 6 are invited to 
attend St. Peter’s Church at 7pm on Tuesday, 11

th
 

December where children will be performing in their Christmas 
Service.  We are expecting that all children will be present 
so we plan for all to take part.   
 

Christmas Lunch - All 

All children will have the opportunity to enjoy a Christmas 
lunch on Friday, 14

th
 December.  Christmas dinner menus 

are available online and orders can be placed now. 
If your child is bringing a packed lunch into 
school on that day, maybe you could 
decorate it in a Christmas theme with 

tinsel, wrapping paper etc. to make it more festive!   
 

Wear a Christmas Jumper for Charity Day - All 

On Friday, 14
th

 December we will be supporting the ‘Save 
the Children Christmas Jumper Day’ at OPS.  The day will 
be a non-uniform day and children can wear a Christmas 
themed jumper ... perhaps in Christmas colours or 
decorated with some tinsel.  We do NOT expect anyone 
to go out to buy something special for the occasion.  Just 
use your initiative and decorate a jumper you already 
have.  We would be grateful for any silver donations on 
the day.  
 
 
 

Christmas Show - All 



All children will be seeing a performance of Peter Pan on 
Monday, 17

th
 December in the school hall. 

 

Swimming Classes Y3 & 4 

Next term the children in Y4 will be going 
swimming at the Oundle School pool on 
Mondays starting from 14

th
 January to 25

th
 

March (9.30 - 11.00am) and Y3 on Tuesdays, 
from 30

th
 April to 9

th
 July (9.30 – 11.00am). In 

order to do this we need parental support, both in the 
changing room and in the pool itself.  If you think you can 
help please return the attached form or contact the office 
so that we can organise a timetable.  The more people 
who volunteer the better and we welcome parents of all 
children in school to support us in this activity.  
 
 

Parking - All 

 We have yet again had a number of 
complaints this week from both residents 
and parents about the inconsiderate and 
very dangerous parking on Cotterstock and 

Glapthorn Road.  Please think about other road user and 
pedestrians when you park – we have been told of 
parents blocking driveways and parking so that children 
cannot cross the road safely without stepping around cars 
parked too close to the junctions around school.   
 

Starting school in 2019? 

If your child is due to start school in September 2019 now 
is the time to register them with NCC.  Applications can be 
made from 10

th
 September and the closing date is 15

th
 

January 2019.  You should make your application online at 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions  
Also, if you have not yet registered with OPS, please ask 
one of the admin team for a form. 
 

 

 
I thought I would follow up in writing after speaking to 
you this morning.  After a thoroughly enjoyable evening 
last night during learning conversations, I wanted to 
commend you and the staff at Oundle Primary for the 
work all of you do on a daily basis.  My children love 
school and we couldn't be happier with the education 
they are receiving and resources available to them.  The 
staff work so hard and go above and beyond the call of 
duty.  We feel that their individuality and strengths are 
recognised and they are encouraged to do their best at all 
times.  When we have had concerns we have been 
listened to and a plan of action has been put in place. We 
are so lucky to have Oundle Primary, we know the job has 
its challenges! Job well done! 
 

 

 Polite Reminders - All 

School uniform - Please check that 
your child’s uniform is named so that 
we can return it to them when it 
arrives in lost property.  

Coats - As the weather is starting to turn please can we 
remind you to ensure your child comes to school in a coat 
every day. Many aspects of our learning take place 
outdoors and children are much more comfortable and 
able to concentrate if they are warm. Thank you. 
Clubs - If your child is unable to attend their after school 
club, please send in a note or call the school office to 
notify us of their planned absence so that club leaders do 
not spend time looking for their group at the end of the 
day. 
 

Parentview - All 

Thank you to the parents who have 
registered on Parentview and given their 
opinion of our school.  This feedback is 
invaluable to us and we would urge as 
many of you as possible to register and 
make use of the site.   
You can do this by entering “Ofsted Parentview” into a 
search engine or, to make it even easier by  following this 
link: 
https://www.oundleceprimary.org/parent-feedback 
Please remember that Parentview is only one way to 
express your feelings about the school.  Please continue 
to feel free to come in and discuss any issues directly. 
 

Friday afternoon Headteacher drop-ins - All 

A reminder that Mrs McMurdo is available on Friday 
afternoons for parents to    discuss any aspects of the OPS 
education process and its impact on their child.  It would 
be really lovely if we could continue to work with the OPS 
staff phrase “If you like what we do, tell your friends, if 
you have concerns please share with us!”  Please make 
appointments via admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk or by 
calling the office number.  
 

Contacting the School  

By email           admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk 
We check this frequently and forward           
messages as appropriate. 

By phone         01832 272392 
 

Diary Dates - All 

A list of diary dates for next year is attached for your
 

information.  Further details of events will follow shortly. 
 
 

Diary Dates 

Date Year 
Group 

Event 

Thursday 6
th

 Dec FS - 3 Nativity Service at St Peter’s 
Church 2.00pm & 7.00pm 

Friday 7
th

 Dec Y3 - 6  Last day of clubs 

Friday 7
th

 Dec All Guide Dogs Charity 

Sat 8
th

 Dec All Christmas Fayre 2-4.00pm 

Tuesday 11
th

 Dec 4 - 6 Carol Service – 7.00pm 

Friday 14
th

 Dec All Christmas Lunch and Jumper 
Day 

Mon 17
th

 Dec All Christmas Panto – Peter Pan 

Wed 19
th

 Dec All Last Day of Term 

Thurs 3
rd

 Jan  All Inset Day 

Fri 4
th

 Jan All Inset Day 

Mon 7
th

 Jan All First Day of Spring Term 

Weds 9
th

 Jan Y4 Living Rain Forest 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.oundleceprimary.org/parent-feedback
mailto:admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk
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Tues 15
th

 Jan Y2 Northampton Synagogue 

Mon 21
st

 Jan All 1,2,3 Magic. 900 -11.00am 

Mon  28
th

 Jan All 1,2,3 Magic. 900 -11.00am 

Mon 4
th

 Feb All 1,2,3 Magic. 900 -11.00am 

Tues 5
th

 Feb Y2 Warwick Castle 

Weds 6
th

 Feb Y4 Candlemas 

Mon 11
th

 Feb All 1,2,3 Magic. 900 -11.00am 

Fri 15
th 

Feb All Last Day of Term 

Mon 25
th 

Feb All First Day of Term 

Tues 12
th

 Mar Y2 Abax Stadium Peterborough 

Tues 2
nd

 April Y4 - 6 Easter Production 
St Peter’s Church 7.00pm 

Fri 5
th

 Apr All Last Day of Term 

Tues 23
rd

 Apr All Inset Day 

Weds 24
th

 Apr All First Day of  Summer Term 

Mon 6
th

 May All Bank Holiday – School 
Closed 

Fri 24
th

 May All Last Day of Term 

Mon 3
rd

 June  All First Day of Term 

Weds 10
th

 July Y5 - 6 Upper School Show 

Thurs 11
th

 July Y5 - 6 Upper School Show 

Fri 12
th

 July  YR - 6 Leavers Service at St Peter’s 
Church 

Weds 24
th

 July  All Last day of Summer Term 

 

Cluster Orchestra 

Spring rehearsal Wednesday 20th March, 2019 
Nassington Church 

Summer rehearsal Wednesday 12th June, 2019 St 
Peter’s Church 

Concert Wednesday 12th June 2019, 6:30 
p.m. for a 7:00 p.m. start, to finish by 
8:00 p.m. St Peter’s Church 

 
Residential Dates - 2019 

Weds 27
th

 – Fri 29
th

 March Y3 Hartington, Derbyshire 

Weds 22
nd

 -  Fri 24
th

 May Y4 York 

Weds 8
th

 – Fri 10
th

 May Y5 Overstrand, Norfolk 

Tues 18
th

 – Fri 21
st

 June Y6 Bushcraft, Boughton, 
Kettering 

 
Full Governor Meetings 2018/19 

Tues 4
th

 December 

Tuesday 12
th

 February 

Tuesday 26
th

 March 

Tuesday 4
th

 June 

Tuesday 9
th

 July  

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Wrap Around Care - All 

Wrap Around Care will be closing over the Christmas 
period. It will close on Friday 21st December 2018 at 6pm 
and reopen on Monday 3rd Jan 2019 at 8am.  

 

Contacting the Afterschool Club 
Telephone - 01832 741905 

      Email -  outofschoolclub@oundleceprimary.co.uk 
 

 
 

 

 
(Family service at St. Peter’s Church)  

Sunday 16th December 2018 
Harvest Service 

Worship for all God’s Family 
Service begins at 9.45am.  

All welcome! 

 

Prince William School Music Department Winter 
Showcase Concert 

Tuesday 4th December - St Peter's Church, Oundle, 7pm 

Come and enjoy an evening of outstanding music from 
our talented musicians at Prince William School.  All our 
amazing groups will be performing  - Concert band, 
Training band, Jazz Band, String orchestra, Flute choir, 
Singers and Close Harmony.  There will also be solo 
performances from some of our Sixth Form and Year 11 
students! 
Refreshments will be available from the PFA.   
Tickets are available now from Prince 
William School Finance Office priced £5 and £3 - 01832 
272991.  Please book tickets in advance, as tickets are 
limited. 
If you have any questions, please contact Mr Allen, Head 
of Music via email - pallen@princewilliamschool.co.uk  
 

Adam Hart Davis - All 

Give yourself a night off to relax before Christmas and 
consider coming to our next event with author and TV 
presenter Adam Hart Davis. He will be talking about 
the work of William Heath Robinson, the prolific artist and 
humourist who loved to poke fun at the conventions of 
his day. From the lost world of the Edwardians through to 
the Thirties and Forties, he charted new ways of living, 
and the rise of machines, in a series of wonderfully absurd 
illustrations. Heath Robinson revelled in complicated 
gadgetry, whimsicality, and naughtiness. More details 
attached.. 
 

Nice Work Running Event - All 
Oundle CE Primary School are excited to be hosting 
another Nice Work running event. The 10K run/race will 
take place on 13th January 2019 at 10am. You can enter 
the event by using the following link. 
https://www.nice-work.org.uk/races/Oundle10k 
You can also find details of the 20 mile race they are 
putting on in March 2019 on their website.  
We will be asking for stewards nearer the time. More 
information will follow. Thank you  
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