
Year 1 Curriculum - Autumn Term 2018 
 

In Year One the children will be learning in a diverse and practical way. We will be applying 
objectives that relate to the new National Curriculum introduced in September 2014.  

English 
In the first half term we will be focussing on narrative text and non-fiction books linked to 
our topic of ‘Amazing Animals’. We will start with Handa’s Surprise which will provide us 
with lots of opportunities for drama, retelling the story, cooking and sensory experiences. 
The non-fiction work will include writing class ‘golden rules’ and instructions for fruit 
kebabs.   

When looking at our second topic ‘Day and Night’, the children will write their own texts 
based on stories we will read together for example ‘Can’t you sleep little bear. They will also 
be exploring poetry on the day and night theme from the popular author Julia Donaldson – 
‘Day monkey, Night monkey’. The children will be reading a range of stories with familiar 
settings, from a range of different cultures and joining in with stories with repetitive 
patterns. The children will use part of these stories to create their own stories using drama 
and different writing techniques.  
 
Phonics 
The children will take part in daily phonic lessons to develop their knowledge of letters and 
sounds. They will learn how to blend the different letter sounds together for reading, and 
how to segment the sounds for spelling. Regular reading – ideally at least 3 times per week 
- at home is encouraged and will help your child to develop this important skill. 
 
Mathematics 
In Mathematics, we will be following our recent scheme of Maths No Problem. It will be 
introduced to them slowly with lots of practical activities. The children will be learning how 
to count up to 20 objects (and beyond), how to record the amount in numerals and how to 
read and write numbers to 100. They will practise counting on and back in ones, twos, fives 
and tens and learning what each digit in a number represents. The children will estimate 
and measure the length and width of different objects, including measuring with a metre 
stick. They will begin to add and subtract one and two digit numbers practically, then on a 
number line. They will learn the names and properties of a range of 2D and 3D shapes, and 
create repeating patterns with them. In the second part of the term the children will be 
learning about the months and seasons, and will look at position. They will then relate 
doubling to addition and halving to subtraction. 
 
IPC – Amazing Animals 
We will be starting the academic year with a topic named ‘Amazing Animals’, which will 
focus on learning about different animals, including humans. The children will learn to name 
and describe different animals, and how to classify them. They will learn about the different 
countries where animals live and the difference between nocturnal and diurnal animals. Our 
topic will be enriched by a visit from Zoo Lab where the children will be able to see a variety 
of different animals. 
 



IPC - Day and Night 
This topic helps children to see that darkness is the absence of light. This will be introduced 
with a special ‘Come to school in the dark’ experience, when all Year One children are 
invited to come back to school in their pyjamas! During the unit ‘Day and Night’ we will be 
focusing on art, geography, music and science. In art, we’ll be looking at how artists have 
tried to show day and night, light and dark, in their pictures, and trying to do the same 
ourselves. In geography, we’ll be finding out why it’s dark in one country and light in 
another at the same time. In music, we’ll be finding out how composers have been inspired 
by thinking about day and night, bright dawn and quiet darkness and making our own music 
that says similar things. In science, we’ll be finding out how light affects growing plants. We 
will also be investigating shadows. When you are out and about with your child, why not 
look at shadows and talk about how long or short they are, and where the Sun is. Talk about 
the different lengths of day and night in your home country. Ask your child to describe what 
happens at dusk and at dawn. 
 
Computing 
Throughout this term, the children will be developing their ICT skills and capabilities firstly 
by learning how to log on and log off a computer. We will then be introducing the children 
to web pages and teaching them how to stay safe. During the second half of the term the 
children will be creating art work using the Paint Programme, where they will learn how to 
improve their mouse skills.  
 
RE 
The children will be learning about ‘God’ and what do they think Christians believe God is 
like. They will be learning to: Identify what a parable is. Tell the story of the Lost Son from 
the Bible simply, and recognise a link with the concept of God as a forgiving Father. 
 Give clear, simple accounts of what the story means to Christians. Give at least two 
examples of 
a way in which Christians show their belief in God as loving and forgiving; for example, by 
saying sorry; by seeing God as welcoming them back; by forgiving others.. The children will 
visit St. Peter’s church and the Oundle Chapel, and learn about the names of the different 
features found inside and out. They will also design and make a stained glass window with a 
story or meaning behind it. 
 
PSHE 
The children will take part in circle time, developing their speaking and listening skills. The 
children will also take part in regular Class Councils; under the direction of the selected 
School Council Reps. This will give them the opportunity to suggest ways to improve the 
school. Throughout the second half of this term the children will be working through the 
theme of ‘Getting on and Falling Out’ developing different strategies to work through 
situations. 
 
PE 
In the first part of the term, the children will be developing their aiming and throwing skills 
as well as working as part of a team in Benchball. In outdoor PE, the children are lucky 
enough to be coached by people from Peterborough football club as part of the Premier 



League Primary stars scheme. In Autumn 2 the children will have indoor Athletics and then 
Netball in Outdoor P.E.  
 
Music 
The children will be using a range of different instruments in their music lessons. They will 
come to understand the importance of looking after the music equipment and listening 
carefully. The children will practise their singing and move on to composing their own piece 
of music. They will also learn how to add music to stories and perform to the class. 
 

French 
The children will be learning some basic words in French including greetings, numbers to ten 
and the different colours. They will learn about the French flag and learn a number of 
traditional French songs. They will use actions to help them memorise the French 
vocabulary.  


