
 

Year 4 Autumn Term 2017 Curriculum   

We shall be following the Revised National Curriculum and will link work to other areas of 

the curriculum wherever possible. There will be an on-going emphasis on presentation skills 

and the use of cursive script.   

ENGLISH  

Recounts – Newspapers and Magazines: Focus will be on retrieving information and making 

notes in preparation for producing a finished piece of writing.  We will use question words 

to aid planning of a recount.  We will learn how ideas are developed in non-fiction texts.  

We will understand and identify the difference between fact and opinion and how they are 

used in newspapers and magazines. We will work on ordering events chronologically and 

use our knowledge of paragraphs to organize texts.   

Narrative writing – Stories from other cultures: We will read stories and write character 

sketches.  We will work on mapping story stages and relate this to the use of paragraphs.  

We will plan and tell a story.   

Poetry - We will explore a range of poetry styles but will mainly focus on Kennings, Tanka 

and Cinquain poetry. The children will find out the rules for writing these poems and have a 

go at writing some themselves.    

Narrative writing – Stories which raise issues/dilemmas: We will begin to read various 

stories which raise issues or dilemmas. We will explore the outcomes through drama and 

role play. We will write in the role as a character from the story giving advice to the main 

character. We will then plan and write our own story considering ways to draw the reader 

in.    

We will also work on:  Speaking competently and creatively for different purposes and 

audiences. Conveying detailed information coherently for listeners. Using dictionaries and 

thesauruses routinely, including sorting by alphabetical order to third and fourth place 

letters. Developing editing skills in texts. Note taking, turning notes into prose and vice 

versa.   

SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR 

During our spelling sessions we will be focusing on two topics this term. Firstly, how to 

distinguish between the spelling and meaning of homophones. Secondly how to investigate, 

collect and classify spelling patterns related to the formation of plurals. We will also be 

practicing the spelling of high frequency words, focusing on four each week and promoting 

strategies to help learn them.    

 



MATHS Not all children will cover everything outlined below as work will be tailored to their 

individual needs.   

NUMBER  

Place Value: - Count in 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s and 1000s. - Find 1000 more or less than any number. 

- Recognise place value of each digit in 4-digit numbers. - Compare and order numbers 

beyond 1000. - Identify, estimate and represent numbers using different representations 

including measures. - Count backwards through 0 to include negative numbers. - Read 

Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time the numeral system changed to 

include the concept of 0 and place value. - Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 

1000. 

 Addition and Subtraction: - Add and subtract numbers up to 4-digits using formal written 

methods of columnar Addition and Subtraction. - Estimate and use inverse operations to 

check answers to calculations. - Solve Addition/Subtraction 2-step problems in contexts. - 

Decide which operations and methods to use and why.  

 Multiplication and Division: - TIMES TABLES: Up to 12x12. - Use place value, known and 

derived facts to x/÷ mentally, including multiplying by 0 & 1, dividing by 1, multiplying 3 

numbers together e.g. 2x3=6  so  600÷3=200 - Recognise and use factor pairs and 

commutativity in mental calculations. e.g. 39x7=(30x7)+(9x7)  e.g. 2x3x4=(2x4)x4 and 

2x(3x4) - Multiply 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number using formal written 

layout. - Solve problems involving multiplying and adding including using the distributive law 

to multiply 2-digit numbers by 1-digit. - Solve problems of integer scaling and 

correspondence i.e. n objects are connected to m objects. e.g. number of meal choices on a 

menu  e.g. 3 cakes shared between 10 children. 

IPC – TEMPLES, TOMBS AND TREASURES.  

In this unit the children are going to learn that the people who helped create the first great 

civilisations were not unlike you and me. Today we can learn a lot about these people and 

their way of life through the things they left behind – from everyday objects to magnificent 

and rare treasures.   

During this unit we will be focusing on History, Physical Education, Music, Art and 

International. In History, we’ll be: • Finding out about the importance of rivers to ancient 

civilisations • Finding out about the daily life of Ancient Egyptians • Learning how to write 

using Egyptian hieroglyphics • Finding out about the different rulers of Egypt • Finding out 

about Ancient Egyptian religion and burials • Exploring how the pyramids were built • 

Finding out about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb • Using sources to find out about 

Ancient Sumer • Comparing life in Ancient Sumer with life in Ancient Egypt   

 

 



In Music, we’ll be: • Learning about the instruments used in Ancient Egypt and Ancient 

Sumer • Creating our own music to retell a story from an ancient civilisation   

In Art, we’ll be: • Creating our tomb wall painting • Making Ancient Egyptian jewellery   

In International, we’ll be: • Planning an Ancient Egyptian party to share with friends and 

family   

 

IPC – LIVING TOGETHER. 

In this unit the children will learn that we all belong to many different communities – family, 

friends, sports teams, activity groups etc. However, there is one thing that every community 

has in common – people. We must learn how to respect, support and work with other 

people if we hope to become valuable contributors to the communities that we are a part 

of.   

During this unit we will be focusing on Geography, History, Art, Society and International. In 

Geography we’ll be finding out: • How our school meets the needs of the community • 

About the buildings and services in our local area • About communities in a different 

country • How to identify the places and areas of interest in our local area   

In History we’ll be finding out: • About the history of our school and its community • About 

someone who has been significant to the local community • About a historical event that 

has had an impact on a community   

In Art we’ll be finding out: • How to make a community sculpture for the school • How to 

represent ideas about community through art   

In Society we’ll be finding out: • About the different groups, that make up our community • 

Why rules are important for different groups  

 In International we’ll be finding out: • About different community celebrations around the 

world   

COMPUTING 

We will be using a Curriculum which aims to broaden the children’s skills in line with the 

modern world of technology. In the first half term we will be studying a topic called: We are 

software developers. This topic allows the children to play and analysis educational 

computer games. They then plan and design a game with a clear target in mind. They will 

create a prototype then aim to improve it. The program we will be using is called Scratch 

and is available as a free download if you wished to look at it further with your child at 

home.    

 

 



 

During the second part of the term we will study a topic called: We are co-authors. In this 

unit the children will collaborate to create a ‘mini Wikipedia’. They will then go on to add or 

amend content on the real Wikipedia site.     

RE   

Throughout the term, we will be considering Christianity in Action. How does people’s 

Christian faith affect the way they live and behave?  We will look at the way faith inspires 

groups like the Salvation Army and how individuals’ behaviour is influenced by their beliefs. 

This will include a relevant visit from a Christian group.   

PE  

In Games we will be improving ball control skills with an emphasis on accuracy.  We will play 

‘Invasion’ games with the aim of developing the ability to mark an opponent when 

defending and to find space when attacking.  The focus will be on learning the rules and 

skills for football. In gymnastics, the children will be working on performing a variety of 

actions, balances and body shapes.  The emphasis will be on planning and performing longer 

sequences of movements that include changes of speed and level.  In dance they will be 

asked to respond imaginatively to a wide range of stimuli related to mood, character and 

narrative. In both Dance and Gymnastics the children will develop partner work and their 

ability to assess and improve performances.    

FRENCH  

In year 4 the children will continue to improve upon their knowledge of French culture and 

extending their vocabulary in their weekly lessons. Their lessons will be linked to their IPC 

topics as often as possible.    

MUSIC  

Our weekly music session will give children the opportunity to use a variety of instruments 

and their voices. They will also get the opportunity to sing once a fortnight during our choir 

sessions. Again these sessions will be linked to our IPC topics as often as possible.   


