
 

Year 4 Curriculum – Spring Term 2018 

 
We shall be following the Revised National Curriculum and will link work to other areas of the curriculum 
wherever possible. There will be an on-going emphasis on presentation skills and the use of cursive script. 
 
ENGLISH 
Poetry 
During this unit of work we will explore a range of different styles of poetry. We will watch, listen and perform 
poetry as a class, as part of a group and as individuals. We will be writing our own descriptive poetry by 
learning about and including MOAPS within our work. MOAPS stands for Metaphor, Onomatopoeia, 
Alliteration, Personification and Simile. 
 
Instructions 
We will be learning how to write a detailed set of instructions. This will include the correct use of imperative 
verbs and time conjunctions. We will also look at how instructions are used in everyday life and why it is 
important to be clear and concise. 
 
We will also work on:  

 Speaking competently and creatively for different purposes and audiences. 

 Using dictionaries and thesauruses routinely. 

 Developing editing skills in texts.  

 Note taking and turning notes into formal texts and vice versa. 

 Using different mediums to present our work, including iPads and laptops. 
 
GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION & SPELLING 
Not all children will cover everything outlined below as work will be tailored to their individual needs. 
During our GPS sessions this term we will be focusing on the spelling of the year 4 curriculum word list as well 
as other high frequency words. We will also be covering the use of past and present tense, writing sentences 
from memory that have been dictated to us, difference between plural and possessive, fronted adverbials and 
use of commas after fronted adverbials.   
 
MATHS 
Not all children will cover everything outlined below as work will be tailored to their individual needs. 
 
We will be covering the year 4 objectives in multiplication & division and fractions (including decimals & 
percentages): 
 
Multiplication and Division: 
 
- Use place value and know and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally. 
- Extend multiplication and division facts derived from the times tables. E.g. 3x9 to 3x900 and 24÷6 to 240 ÷ 6  
- Estimate the approximate answer for a multiplication or division calculation. 
- Recognise and use factor pairs. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Fractions (including decimals & percentages): 
 
- Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions.  
- Count up and down in hundredths. 
- Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 
- Recognise and write equivalent fractions of any numbers of tenths or hundredths. 
- Recognise and write decimal equivalents of ¼, ½, ¾.  
- Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number.  
 
Topic - SAVING THE WORLD: RAINFORESTS 
Rainforests once covered 20% of our world’s surface. Now they cover only 5%. Every second, an area of the 
rainforest the size of a football field is being destroyed. Some scientists believe that, if we lose our rainforests, 
we might put our whole planet at risk. What will we do to help save the rainforest? 
 
During this unit we will be focusing on Geography, Art, Technology, Music and 
Physical Education. 
In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 
• About where rainforests are in the world 
• Which rainforest products we use in our everyday lives 
• About the lives of rainforest people and how they compare with our own 
• How and why the rainforest is being destroyed 
• Discovering the ways that people are trying to save the rainforest 
 
In Art, we’ll be finding out: 
• About rainforest body art and painting our faces in a similar style 
• How we can use art to create a rainforest scene 
 
In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 
• How to plan and make our own tropical fruit drink 
 
In Music, we’ll be finding out: 
• How to represent a rainforest scene using music 
 
In Physical Education, we’ll be finding out: 
• How to represent a rainforest scene using dance and mime 
 
SCIENCE – STATES OF MATTER 
 
In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

 How to carry out simple investigations 

 How to compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases.  

 When and how to observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and 
measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C).  

 We will also look at how to identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle 
and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature. 
 

 
 



 

 
In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 

 How to design and make products to meet specific needs 

 How to make usable plans 

 How to make and use labelled sketches as designs 

 How to use simple tools and equipment with some accuracy 

 How to identify and implement improvements to their designs and products 
 
COMPUTING  
We will be using a Curriculum which aims to broaden the children’s skills in line with the modern world of 
technology. In the first half term we will be learning skills in PowerPoint and linking this to our topic by making 
a presentation using skills learnt in Computing lessons.  
 
During the second part of the term we will study a topic called: We are meteorologists. This topic brings 
together data measurement, analysis and presentation, as the children take on the role of meteorologists and 
weather presenters.   
 
RE  
Through this term we will cover two topics of work.  The first is entitled ‘Values: What matters most to 
Humanists and Christians?’  This unit enables pupils to identify values in human life and to think about their 
own values, with special reference to Christianity and Humanism. The focus will be on the ways in which 
stories communicate values, and the ways in which values make a difference to our lives. Pupils are 
encouraged to think for themselves about questions to do with what matters in life. The unit works towards 
an understanding of the values that people share, and the fact that not all values are shared.  
 
The second unit is a study of the Christian festival of Easter.  ‘Is Easter a Festival of New Life or Sacrifice?’ 
enables pupils to explore the importance of Easter to members of the Christian faith; it challenges the image 
of Easter as eggs and rabbits and asks a key question about the focus of Easter within Christianity. The unit 
explores the Christian view of the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus in his death and then subsequent resurrection. 
The focus is on the idea of love shown through sacrifice and then the victory of new life.  Pupils are 
encouraged to consider what can be learned from the attitudes and beliefs of Jesus Himself and of his 
disciples, relating these to their own experiences, beliefs and values. 
 
PE & Games 
We will be swimming every Monday morning this term for 10 sessions.  Please make sure kit is in school 
(including hats, which can be purchased from the school office).   
During our indoor lessons we will be learning all about basketball and the skills it involves. We will then be 
competing against each to put these skills to the test. 
 
PSHE 
In our first term we will be looking at our Dreams and goals. We will discuss different jobs, the idea of dream 
jobs and how jobs help in everyday life. Also we will develop an understanding of jobs around the world and 
find out why different countries have different job aspirations. 
In our second term we will focus on ‘Healthy me’. We will discuss how choices in what we do and eat can 
affect our bodies both in positive and negative ways. 
 
 
 



 

FRENCH 
In year 4 the children will continue to improve upon their knowledge of French culture and extending their 
vocabulary in their weekly lessons. Their lessons will be linked to their IPC topics as often as possible.  
 
MUSIC 
Our weekly music session will give children the opportunity to use a variety of instruments and their voices. 
Again these sessions will be linked to our IPC topics as often as possible. 
 
Any items you have at home to support or enrich our work would be welcome. Please feel free to talk to us 
about any way you think you could support us. We look forward to an exciting and fun term. 
 


