
 

Year 6 Autumn Term Curriculum 2017 

 
We shall be following the Revised National Curriculum and will link work to other areas of the curriculum 
wherever possible. There will be an on-going emphasis on presentation skills, the application of grammar, 
spelling and punctuation, as well as the use of cursive script. 
 
ENGLISH 
During English we will be exploring a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Within these we will analyse key 
features and the writers’ style. This new knowledge is applied into our class work, which then prepares us for 
our ‘Big Write’. After this we edit and improve our work collaboratively using VCOP.  
Additionally, alongside our English lessons we teach grammar, punctuation and spelling as well as guided 
reading.  
 
Autumn Term – Part 1: 
Reports: 
To begin the year and linking to our IPC topic ‘Go Ape’ we will be analysing the features of non-fiction reports. 
Factual information about Charles Darwin, as well as, animal fact pages will be used for comprehension and to 
provide model texts for their own writing. 
 
Descriptive writing: 
Looking at a variety of settings and developing broad use of vocabulary to create maximum effect on the 
reader.  
 
Suspense:  
Studying an extract from Mary Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’ and using pictures of mysterious settings, the children 
will learn the features of suspense, how they captivate the reader and then create their own passages of 
suspense. 
 
Autumn Term – Part 2: 
Recounts:  
To begin our term we will be using our IPC topic as inspiration to examine varied points of view and 
experiences during World War Two. We will discuss and consider perspectives and experiences of soldiers in 
the trenches and our classrooms will even be transformed for our Big Writes!  
 
Diary writing:  
Throughout our diary writing we shall continue to use World War Two as our stimulus by exploring Anne 
Frank’s Diary. We will be comparing different diary sources and recognise when it is appropriate to use 
colloquial language.  
 
Newspaper articles:  
Still staying with our topic we will be studying newspaper articles from World War Two and have a deeper 
understanding of how information was communicated during the war. We will reflect upon our senses, 
observations, emotions and imagination whilst empathising with various World War Two scenarios. We will 
find our personal writing style whilst focusing on expanding our sentences and up levelling our work.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

MATHS  
 
NUMBER 
Place Value: 
Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and determine the value of each digit. 
Round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy. 
Use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across zero. 
Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above 
 
Number Calculation – Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, including decimals 
Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of 
long multiplication. 
Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long division 
where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context. 
Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers. 
Identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers. 
Use an understanding of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving the four operations 
(BODMAS). 
Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to 
use and why. 
Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context of a problem, levels of accuracy 
 
Circumference 
Initially, using the outdoor environment and patterns in number, we will be measuring circumferences of trees 
and learning about the relationship between radius, diameter and circumference. 
 
IPC – ‘GO APE’: Evolution and Inheritance 
The big idea 
Life began on Earth 3.8 billion years ago. But when did humans arrive and where did we come from? If we can 
find out the answer to these questions perhaps we can figure out where we are heading in the future… 
 
In Science, we’ll be finding out: 
How life began in the sea then came out of the sea 
How fossils provide information about living things from the past 
About the classification of plants and animals 
How living things evolve and change over time 
How plants and animals are adapted to their environment 
How adaptation leads to evolution 
 
In Art, we’ll be finding out: 
How botanists drawings and paintings influenced their work. 
How to use a wide variety of sketching and painting techniques to draw and paint plants. 
 
IPC – WORLD WAR TWO 
 
In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 
Using maps to locate countries involved in the war 
Use of keys 
 



 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 
Key events in World War Two 
Chronology  
Life as an evacuee 
Food, including rationing and the importance of ‘Grow Your Own’ 
 
In Art and Design, we’ll be finding out: 
The impact of posters and their message to the public during World War Two 
Creating their own poster in this style 
Using a World War Two recipe to make a Christmas cake from rations. 
 
SCIENCE: 
(Objectives taken directly from the National Curriculum 2014) 
 
EVOLUTION AND INHERITANCE 
During this unit we will: 
recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things 
that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 
recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not 
identical to their parents 
identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation 
may lead to evolution. 
find out about the work of palaeontologist, Charles Darwin, and about how he developed his ideas on 
evolution. 
 
ELECTRICITY 
During this unit we will: 
associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the 
circuit 
compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including the brightness of bulbs, the 
loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches 
use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram.  
plan scientific enquiries to answer questions. 
 
COMPUTING  
We will be using a curriculum which aims to broaden the children’s skills in line with the modern world of 
technology.  
 
In the first half term we will be studying a topic called: We are app planners.  In this unit the pupils learn 
about the capabilities of smartphones and the differences and benefits over mobile phones from the past; 
they think of a problem that a smartphone or tablet app could solve and then pitch the idea for their app. 
 
After half term, the children learn to enter instructions to control a screen ‘turtle’ and will compare the 
operation of the screen turtle with a floor turtle. They learn how to write a procedure that ‘teaches’ the 
computer a new word and will be asked to write sequences to produce particular shapes on screen. They will 
understand that screen steps are smaller than floor turtle steps and will be asked to repeat procedures to 
produce ‘flowers’ by rotating the screen turtle through 360 degrees. Children will be able to apply what they 
have learnt in this unit when working with angles in mathematics. 
 
 



 

RE 
Sikhism in Britain 
This unit enables pupils to learn about what is important to Sikhs in Britain today, relating this to 
the origins of the Sikh faith.  Pupils will have the opportunity to explore some of the ways in which 
Sikhs express their faith. The focus is on how beliefs impact on a Sikh‟s way of life.  Pupils are encouraged to 
consider what can be learned from Sikh beliefs and practices and from 
concepts such as equality, authority and sharing, whilst referring to their own experiences, beliefs 
and values. 
We will enhance this knowledge with a half day visit to a Gurdwara in Peterborough.  
 
Whose World Is It?  
This unit enables pupils to explore the question about how the world was created and issues around the 
relationship between humans and the environment. They will consider the teachings of a number of religions 
as well as their own beliefs. They will learn about the beliefs of Christians, Jews, Muslims and Hindus as well as 
exploring scientific views about how the world began. They will focus on how the beliefs that faiths hold may 
determine how followers relate to, and care for, the natural world. They will consider a variety of views 
conveyed through text such as different creation stories, Psalms, songs and poetry. Pupils will be encouraged 
to think for themselves about how and why the natural world is important to them and why they should care 
about what happens to it. They will be enabled to develop their understanding of how people’s beliefs affect 
their actions and relate what they learn to their own questions of values and commitments. 
 
PE AND GAMES 
In the first half of term we are participating in ‘sports hall’ athletics and football. 
Sports hall athletics is an exciting indoor programme of adapted track and field athletics activities, providing 
fun ways to build core skills and enjoy this traditional outdoor activity during the autumn and winter.  
In football the aim is to develop accuracy, control and confidence in a range of skills, including passing, 
receiving and dribbling. They will also develop a broader range of techniques for attacking and defending and 
apply these successfully with teamwork to small game situations. 
 
In the second half of term we will cover dance and Outdoor Adventurous Activities (OAA).  
Dance is linked to our IPC topic of World War Two and explores the experiences of evacuees. A series of dance 
phrases are developed where the children explore various elements, including dynamics, action and reaction, 
space and relationship. OAA introduces the children to the basic orienteering skills and to develop them in a 
fun and exciting manner. The activities provide plenty of opportunities to encourage communication, co-
operation and consideration 
 
FRENCH 
This term will focus on remembering and practicing extended presentations, salutations, good wishes, feelings 
and talking about their holidays, using past, present and near future tenses, making sure we keep-up 
practicing higher numbers and dates, also following seasonal themes as we go along. 
 
MUSIC 
We will be composing rhythmic compositions inspired by 'Stomp' using everyday objects to create rhythmic 
music.  
 
After half term, we will be learning World War Two songs, composing atmospheric music to World War Two 
images and singing seasonal songs. The children will also be extending their keyboard skills throughout the 
year. 
 
 



 

 
 
Any items you have at home to support or enrich our curriculum would be very much welcomed. Please feel 
free to talk to us about any way you think you could support us, either by giving time to support in 
administrative tasks, listening to pupils read, or maybe you have a specialist skills which you could share with 
us all to enhance the children’s learning. We look forward to an exciting and fun term. 
 
 


