
 

Rivers  

English 

Guided Reading Text:  
Goodnight Mister Tom- Michele Magorian/Holes- Louis Sachar 
A weekly session to read these texts independently and a weekly session to complete 
tasks developing  vocabulary, retrieval, summary , inference and deduction skills. 
Purpose for writing: Balanced argument 
Writing: Using the poem ‘Saved’ and two texts called ‘Walking with hunters’ and ‘Winds 
of change’ the children will study these texts and begin to formulate opinions for both 
sides of an argument. They will then use these ideas and will be taught how to structure 
a balanced argument. They will be supported to plan and write showing both sides of an 
argument or debate and then draw their own conclusion giving evidence for their 
thoughts at the end. 
Grammar: Daily  GPS starters will recap the key terms already taught. These will I  
nclude, word types (verb, determiner, article etc).  As part of their work on writing a  
balanced argument, the children will revise modal verbs formal and informal language,  
adverbials and fronted adverbials as well as causal conjunctions.  
Comprehension: There will be weekly independent extracts to complete and answer, 
as well as  guided reading questions and tasks around comprehension of the text. The 
online sessions will enable the children to discuss texts and give their opinions about the 
meaning of texts . 
Spelling: Weekly spellings will be posted on Class Dojo and Purple Mash. 

Maths 

Key Facts: Fractions and Decimals  
Children will be adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions.  Beginning with  simplifying 
fractions and moving on to comparing and ordering fractions. Children will work with basic frac-
tions and mixed numbers. They then begin to add and subtract fractions with different denomina-
tors, including mixed numbers. Bar model diagrams are incorporated to support pupils' under-
standing before moving on to multiplication and division. Pupils will be required to divide fractions 
by whole numbers and will explore different methods.  
To begin with, children will read and write decimals using Base 10 materials before moving on to 
dividing and multiplying decimals by 1-digit numbers with no regrouping or renaming. Children will 
then be asked to write fractions as decimals using division and pictorial methods before looking at 
multiplying fractions which involve some regrouping and renaming by 1-digit numbers. Children 
will look at dividing decimals again, this time when regrouping and renaming with 1-digit numbers 
is required. They then move on to multiplying and dividing decimals by 2-digit numbers, which in-
volves regrouping and renaming, using a variety of methods and strategies, including: number 
bonds, the worded method (writing down a problem in words and numbers), long division and the 
column method.  
(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our website for Addition and Sub-
traction strategies.) 

Science  

Evolution and inheritance 
The children will learn about Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution. They will also 
learn about his work on natural selection and adaptation from when he studied finches on 
his exploration of the Galapagos Islands. The topic begins with classifying creatures  
through a flow diagram using criteria to identify their species. They then move on to how 
animals either become extinct or adapt to changes in their environment. They will have 
the opportunity to design a creature of their own showing the adaptations that would be 
needed for a chosen environment and will also have the opportunity to carry out experi-
ments to show how adaptation can evolve. 

Geography 

Focus: Rivers  
Initially the children will look at the features of rivers and the key vocabulary from 
source to mouth. They will then use atlases to locate rivers around the world and  
compare different aspects such as length, flow and width. They will research how rivers 
have influenced settlements and the lives of people and animals. This will include work, 
leisure, tourism and environmental issues. They will then look at the way people have 
solved the problem of crossing rivers with some practical ideas to build and compare 
structures. There will also be links to art and creating river inspired art as well as com-
paring river pictures by different artists. 

RE 

Focus: Why is pilgrimage important? 

The topic starts with the children looking at their own special places and why 

they are special to them. Each week, they will focus on a different religion and a 

place of pilgrimage. These will include, Lourdes and the story of Saint Berna-

dette, The Wailing Wall for Judaism, Mecca for Islam , the River Ganges for Hin-

dus and the Golden Temple for Sikhs. They will find out why that place has spe-

cial significance to followers of that faith and then complete a simple, reflective 

task.  

Art 
Focus: pencil, painting, photography, fabric and textiles  
This will be linked to the rivers work in Geography. The children will be asked to 
evaluate and give preferences on different pictures of rivers or water. They will 
then move to sketching a river picture of their own which they will duplicate in a 
range of different mediums such as fabrics, papers and magazines, paint, natural 
materials from the garden. This project will take place over at least two to three 
weeks. 
 

Artist Study: Hokusai, J.W.M.Turner, Julie Shakson, Margaret Vanderpas 

Music 

If you play a musical instrument please keep 

practising. 

PSHE 
 

Focus: Goals and Dreams   
During this unit the children will be considering 
their own personal goals and  the steps needed 
to help them succeed with them. They will also 
consider how  to make a difference in the world 
in which they live and how to recognize their 
achievements.     

French 
Focus: Practice all you have learnt with Madame  
Kernick in Year 6. 

Computing 
Focus: Online Safety and Networks   
Children will know the difference between the 
World Wide Web and the internet. They will  
provide examples of the difference between the 
World Wide Web and the Internet.  

PE 
Focus: The children need to ensure they 
have daily physical exercise.  

 

Year Group / Class 

Year 6: Spring 1 


