
 

The Amazon 

English 

Class Shared Reading Text:  
Holes- Louis Sachar 
The story will be read as a class text and used to developing  vocabulary, retrieval, sum-
mary , inference and deduction skills. 
Purpose for writing:  
Writing:  We will be linking our writing to the story of Holes.  The children will contin-
ue to develop the skills of letter writing and persuasion, character description and dia-
logue with short burst writing of conversations and descriptions of characters. They will 
also get a chance to embed their non-fiction writing skills through our  topic work. 
Grammar: Daily  GPS starters will recap the key terms already taught. These will  
include, word types (clauses, verbs, determiner, article etc).  As part of their work on 
writing  , the children will revise descriptive language, past and present progressive , and 
past and present perfect tense. 
Comprehension: There will be weekly independent extracts to read and answer com-
prehension question on. There will also be  shared reading sessions and tasks around 
comprehension of the text Holes.   
Spelling: We will continue to learn spelling rules in starters and the children can con-
tinue to practice their own individual skills through Spellzone homework. 
 

 

Maths 

Key Facts: Key Skills including, mean average, range, algebra, volume. 
 
Children will learn some of the conventions of algebra in the context of patterns and real-life prob-

lems. The chapter begins with lessons describing patterns and using a letter to denote a variable. 

Pupils then move on to write expressions using the four operations and fractions, while continuing 

to look for patterns and determine rules. Throughout the chapter, the expressions become more 

complex, including more than one variable with multiple steps. Pupils write and evaluate algebraic 

expressions and use formulae to solve problems in real-life contexts. The chapter ends with pupils 

using word problems to write equations with two unknown values solving a range of equations.  

(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our website for Addition and Sub-
traction strategies.) 

Science  

Evolution and inheritance 
The children will learn about Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution. They will also 
learn about his work on natural selection and adaptation from when he studied finches on 
his exploration of the Galapagos Islands. They start with the theory of evolution and then 
move on to how animals either become extinct or adapt to changes in their environment. 
We will be classifying creatures  through a flow diagram using criteria to identify their spe-
cies. They will have the opportunity to design a creature of their own showing the adapta-
tions that would be needed for a chosen environment and will also have the opportunity 
to carry out experiments to show how adaptation can evolve. 

The Amazon 

Focus: The Amazon  
The unit will look at the Amazon, both the river and basin area and the rainforest. The 
Amazonian ecosystem and its impact on the country Brazil, South America and the 
world will form a key part of the learning in this unit, as well as, the impact of rainforest 
destruction. The children will use a variety of resources from ActionAid which pose 
questions of enquiry for them to research and discuss. 
 

RE 

Focus: Why is pilgrimage important? 

The topic continues with the children continuing to look at places of pilgrimage 

and compare the similarities across the different religions. They will focus each 

week on a different  religion and a place of pilgrimage including: The Wailing 

Wall, The Golden Temple and The River Ganges.  

Art 
German Expressionism– drawing and printing 

The unit will look at German Expressionism, an art movement that emerged in 
the early 20th century and was characterized by a focus on emotion and ideas as 
inspiration. The children will study the work of artists such as Karl Schmidt– 
Rottluff.  
German expressionist painters typically distorted colour, scale and space to con-
vey their subjective feelings about what they saw.  German Expression-
ist painters rejected the naturalistic depiction of objective reality, often portray-
ing distorted figures, buildings, and landscapes in a disorienting manner that dis-
regarded the conventions of perspective and proportion. Taking pictures and 
recreating using the techniques will be a part of this unit, as well as looking at 
portraits and landscape examples which will be painted or printed using the tech-
niques of the expressionists. 
 

Music– Oliver  

Learning to sing and perform o an audience 

 

PSHE 
Focus:  Relationships 
The children will learn to understand how it feels to 
have people in their lives that are very special to 
them and learn to use some strategies to manage 
feelings associated with loss of those people and 
who can help them to do so. They will go on to 
learn about taking responsibility for their own safe-
ty and well-being and explore strategies that can be 
used to stand up for themselves in situations where 
others are trying to gain control over them. 

French 
Focus: To understand time, prices and phone numbers 
and then use these within conversation. 

Computing 
Focus: Text Adventures—coding 
Children explore and then design and code 
an adventure  game based on a text. 

PE 
Indoors: Yoga 

Outdoors: Cricket 

 

Year 6: Summer 1 


